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Arafat recovering, receives visitors 

F ^ e ? lin ! an lca<fcr Yasser Arafai was recovering 

5£? : h^klraiSlSf* ^ raiscd «>«=ni about his health 

when he is grappUngwith problems m establishing Palestinian self-rule 

rtS"? an ?J < ™ bo -. Mr - fell ill 

Lcberazson Organisation (PLO) officials anddiptomats at fim said 

^Jrt e .SS°S T1phlia ,®.*&? , il him . 10 Jordan for ireaimeni. But 
. ' ^ lite ^-year-old PLO chairman appeared to be getting 

better ana resumed some of his duties Friday^Among his appoim- 

S 1 ;® a «ww* zri lunch with television anchorman 

Dan Rather of the American network CBS. The interview had been 
set for Wednesday, but was cancelled when Mr. Arafat was taken re 

.S'iRPr j a checkup after feeling tired and ailing. “He 

looked good and energetic, but had a slight cough” Mr. Rather told 
.he A-nociatcd Press. Mr. Rather said Arafat's wife,* Suha. attended 
the session and that the PLO chief mocked her English because of a 
remark she made Thursday saying he had “angina." which could mean 
a heart condition. 
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King Hassan confers with Peres 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco has conferred with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres at the royal place of Rabat, officials 
said on Friday. Mr. Peres, who met with the king on Thursday night, 
arrived on a surprise visit to Morocco after visiting Mexico, Colombia 
and Argentina. “He informed the king about the Iatcsi developments 
in the Middle East peace process.” MAP said. King Hassan 
“confirmed to Pere& that he accepts re preside the summit of the 
international economic conference related to the Middle East econo- 
mic development to be held in Marrakesh during the first days of 
November.” MAP added. Although they have no diplomatic rela- 
tions. Mr. Peres has visited Morocco several times. The last time was 
in September with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin after the signing of 
the peace accord with the Palestine Liberation Organisation in 
Washington. The king has for years played a behind-the-scenes role in 
helping to bring about a rapprochement between Israel and the Arabs. 
Contacts have been brokered by Jews of Morocan origin who 
emigrated to Israel and now number about 600,000 
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Sracsf BaathSsts get 
[powers to curb 
prices 

BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein, who has 
taken personal charge of 
sanctions-racked Iraq’s gov- 
ernment. is mobilising mem- 
bers of his Riling Baath Party 
in the fight against soaring 
prices and runaway inflation. 
Siate-nm newspapers reported 
on Friday that President Sad- 
C£n had authorised party 
branches and divisions to send 
shopkeepers and traders who 
violate government price 
guidelines to jail — powers 
normally exercised by the 
poiict and judiciary. Baghdad 
■racer: said President Saddam, 
who look over the job of prune 
minister on Monday, had been 
touring markets in his field 
marshal's uniform, talking to 
ordinary people and merchants 
about ways of reducing prices. 
Anyone infringing 
governnieDt-delermined prices 
faces jail terms of up to one 
year. If they offend again they 
risk losing their licence and 
having their shops cl osed. 

TfcsE police arrest 
fraftean suspect 

Bangkok (afp> — Thai 
,vo. ! ice si id they arrested Friday 
cr.e of the Iranians suspected 
a role in an attempt to 
car-bomb the Israeli embassy 
in Bangkok last March. Au- 
thorities said they seized Hus- 
sein Shanriari, 25, a day after 
he entered the southern town 
of Hat Yai front Malaysia. He 
was flown to Bangkok on Fri- 
day and produced at a police 
.nows conference. Police Jaun- 
i."-d a aunt for two Iranians 
after they uncovered a gigantic 
homemade bomb in a truck 
ihat ixd bean involved in an 
•accident near the Israeli 
embassy on March 11. 

U.S. pisras sanctions 
against E8 Al 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government’s Depart- 
ment of Transportation is mov- 
ing to cut the number of flights 
the Israeli airline El Al is 
allowed ir. fly? United States 
because Israel in %m refusing to 
allow World Airways, an 
American firm, to serve Tel 
Aviv. Proposed sanctions 
against El .Al were announced 
Thursday by the department, 
to take effect June 22. On that 
date El Al would be required 
to reduce its New York-Tel 
Aviv service by three flights 
per week. The airline has a 
week to object to the sanc- 
tions. World, based in Hern- 
don, Virginia, had planned to 
institute “three weekly flights 
on that route starting June 29, 
but was refused by the Israeli 
EANernment. With the prop- 
a.t d reduction, El Al would be 
limited to 17 weekly flights 
from New York to Tel Aviv 
ind 15 flights from Tel Aviv to 
'Jew York, down from 20 and 
IS. 

sr gets 
iKUKKKh ex-Soviet 
srosgre 

"EL AW (AFP) — The 
30,000th immigrant to arrive 
ram the former Soviet Union 
snes the floodgates opened in 
939 slipped unnoticed into 
srael this week, the govern- 
ment's central bureau of statis- 
ics said Friday. The person 
vas not identified by the 
>ureau which noted that recent 
immigrants from the old Soviet 
empire now account for 10 per 
cent of Israel's population. 
Among the newcomers, 57,000 
are qualified engineers, 12,000 
doctors or dentists. 12,000 
nurses and 12,0110 musicians or 
writers. However, most have 
failed to find work to suit their 
qualifications. 

SSastkE!ls3in San 
Francisco 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) — 
Three men were killed and at 
:$ast four other people were 
injured late Thursday when an 
explosion wrecked a three- 
5 . 0 : ?y building here showering 
debris over - .vide area. The 
explosion.* which fire depart- 
ment officials say may have 
bean caused by a natural gas 
leak, sent flames leaping into 
the night sky above the city s 
Tenderloin district. It took an 
hour to contain the blaze. 


Yemenis accept U.N. 
call, but continue war 


Combined agency dispatches 

RIVAL YEMENI army units 
fought an artillery battle near 
the southern stronghold of 
Aden on Friday, despite both 
sides' acceptance of a U.N. 
Security Council call for a ceas- 
efire. 

The duel took place around 
the village of Lahj, around 30 
kilometres north of Aden, a 
day after troops loyal to Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh edged 
doser to rhis port city, reports 
said. 

Southern ami-aircraft guns 
in Aden also went into action . 
but no missile or bomb explo- 
sion was heard. 

Mr. Saleh's northern forces 
have mounted “fierce offen- 
sives on all fronts, destroying 
villages and killing civilians,” 
charged the southern com- 
mand of the president’s rival, 
Ali Salem Al Beidh. 

“We are resisting with all 
our strength to protect our 
land and our honour,” it said. 

The south also renewed a 
charge that Iraqi soldiers were 
fighting alongside the north- 
erners. Five Iraqis were cap- 
tured in the oil region of Shab- 
wa, 300 kilometres northeast 
of Aden, it said. 

Mr. Beidh’s self-dedared 
Yemen Democratic Republic 
also renewed its acceptance of 
Security Council Resolution 
924 calling for a ceasefire in the 
month-long civil war. 


The north on Thursdayalso 
said it was prepared to hah the 
fighting and implement the re- 
solution, as several dozen peo- 
ple were killed in battles on all# 
the frontlines around Aden. 

On the political front, a 
northern spokesman in Sanaa 
condemned the south’s forma- 
tion of a separate government 
and warned that it could only 
lead to further bloodshed. 

“This separatist act aims 
only to torpedo the efforts 
underway to restore security 
and stability in our nation in 
line with Security Council 
924^” the spokesman said. 

“This band of secessionists 
has shown once more that it is 
determined to pursue the 
bloodshed to impose secession 
by force,” he charged. 

The south on Thursday 
formed a cabinet headed by 
Haidar Abu Bakr Al Attas, 
appointed prime minister of 
the breakaway state, a day 
after the Security Council re- 
solution. 

A senior northern official, 
meanwhile, welcomed the 
appointment of Lakhdar Ibra- 
himi as U.N. Secretary Gener- 
al Boutros Ghah’s special en- 
voy to Yemen. 

Mr. Ibrabimi is a “respected 
Arab figure and capable of 
carrying out this mission,” 
Abdul Aziz Ahmad Ghani, a 
member of the presidential 
council, said in an interview 
with the Qatari News Agency 


(QNA). 

Under the ceasefire mission, 
the former Algerian foreign 
minister is in charge of a U.N. 
fact-finding mission to Yemen. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak telephoned both Mr. 
Saleh and Mr. Beidh asking 
them to call a halt to the 
fighting, Cairo Radio re- 
ported. 

He called them late Thurs- 
day and urged them to with- 
draw their forces from the 
combat zones as a first step 
towards resolving the crisis. 

Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Assad also called the Yemeni 
rivals on Thursday urging them 
to settle their differences. 

Political and diplomatic 
sources in Sanaa said the 
northern government has sent 
fresh troops, estimated at up to 
five brigades, to fronts around 
Aden. 

Northern forces have fired at 
least four missiles at Aden 
since the truce call and adv- 
' anced along fronts further east. 

Northern Information 
Minister Hassan Ahmad Al 
Lawzi told reporters in Sanaa: 
“There has not yet been a 
political decision to enter 
Aden and no soldier has en- 
tered the city.” 

“At the moment there’s no 
justification for going into the 
principal quarters of the city 
because it is completely sur- 
rounded on the land side. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel masses troops for 
possible strike at Lebanon 

Tension mounts, peace process 
threatened after Israeli raid kills 50 - 


Combined agency dispat ch es 

COLUMNS OF Israeli tanks 
and artillery deployed along 
the northern border Friday, 
prepared to strike at resistance 
forces in Lebanon if they re- 
newed Katyusha rocket attacks 
on Israel. 

The violence, ignited by an 
Israeli air raid a day earlier, 
strained a 10-month ceasefire 
and Middle East peace talks. 

After a night in bomb shel- 
ters and secure rooms, hun- 
dreds of civilians fled southern 
Lebanon and Israelis in droves 
cancelled weekend bookings at 
northern resorts. 

The exodus began after 
Israel responded to the dozens 
of Katyusha rockets fired over- 
night with howitzers. Its fighter 
jets swooped low over south- 
ern Lebanon, sonic booms 


echoing across the hills. 

U.N. spokesman Timur 
Goksel said one Hizbollah 
fighter was killed and two Fi- 
jian peacekeepers were 
wounded, one seriously, in 
three firefights in southern 
Lebanon. The U.N. maintains 
a 5, 250- member peacekeeping 
force in the region. 

The Katyushas landed across 
northern Israel but caused no 
casualties or serious damage. 
One missile started a brush lire 
that was quickly extinguished, 
Israel army radio said. 

The violence followed 
Israel’s deadliest raid in almost 
a year Thursday. Up to 50 
people were killed and at Least 
30 wounded at the training 
base belonging to Hizbollah 
near the Syrian border with 
Lebanon. 

In the West Bank town of 


Hebron, about 100 activists 
protestixw the air raid threw 
rocks at 30 Israeli soldiers who 
responded with tear-gas and 
rubber-coated metal bullets. A 
leaflet from the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) 
vowed revenge for the dead 
Lebanese guerrillas. 

Lebanon observed a com- 
plete shutdown to mourn the 
victims of Thursday’s air raid. 
Public and private institutions, 
schools, banks and shops 
dosed down in Muslim and 
Christian areas. 

Radio and television stations 
suspended their normal prog- 
rammes and broadcast verses 
from the Holy Koran and clas- 
sical music. 

(Continued on page 5) 

HfaboHah plots revenge against 
Israel, page 2 


Gaza police chief vows to 
nab ‘collaborator’ killers 


GAZA (Agendes) — The 
Palestinian police chief in the 
Gaza self-rule area vowed on 
Friday to capture militants who 
killed two suspected collabor- 
ators with Israel last week. ‘ 

“(I swear) by God, I will 
bring them in even if this costs 
me 100 martyrs," Major- 
General Nasr Yousef said. 

He praised the Tslamic 
Hamas movement for under- 
taking to stop the killing of 
informers but said the group 
seemed unable to control all its 
members. 

“We are willing to live with 
any behaviour so long as there 
is no bloodshed,” Gen. You- 
self told a public meeting. 

Hamas men killed Abdul 
Wahhab Radi and Husam 
Douseh in Gaza City on May 
27, accusing them of collabor- 
■ a ting and killing Palestinians. 

The killing, the first since 
Palestinian policemen took 
control of the Gaza Strip, has 
become a test of wills between 
Hamas and the Palestinian an- 
thority backed by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Mahmoud Al Zahhar, an 
Islamic known for dose ties to 


Hamas, said the police de- 
mands were not acceptable. 

“Those people are not kil- 
lers and thus pursuing them is 
wrong,” Mr. Zahhar said. 
“This thing happened while 
the police did not complete 
building of its institutions.” 
Gen. Yousef stressed that 
the police were in favour of 
political pluralism and invited 
Hamas members to join the 
Palestinian forces. 

“We have asked our 
brothers in the nationalist and 
Islamic political groups, those 
who carried weapons (against 
the occupation) to join the 
national security forces.” 

He said only a few re- 
sponded to the call. 

Gaza militants have 
threatened a PLO official with 
violence for saying they lacked 
discipline and were unfit to be 
policemen, Israel Radio re- 
ported. 

Sufian Abu Zaideh had said 
that he sacked 70 local recruits 
to the Palestinian police force 
because they could not meet 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gaza police '’overworked/ 

‘under-equipped,* page 10 


Jerusalem 
issue could 
spark war 
— expert 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An 
Israeli former head of intelli- 
gence warned Friday that rival 
Arab and Israeli claims to 
Jerusalem could lead to a 
“jihad.” 

Yeboshafat Harkabi, quoted 
by the Yediot Aharonot daily, 
said Israel could not keep bold 
of East Jerusalem, which it 
se^ed in 1967, indefinitely. 

He said: “Those who think 
Jerusalem will stay under 
Israeli control are fooling 
themselves because we have to 
take account of its importance 
for Christians and Muslims. 
That could plunge us into war. 

“If there is any subject cap- 
able of provoking jihad, it is 
Jerusalem, and our attitude 
could create all the right condi- 
tions for it. I find it difficult to 
believe the Arabs, and not just 
the Palestinians, wjould accept 
to have no part of Jerusalem.” 


Mr. Harkabi, head of milit- 
ary intelligence between 1955 

(Con ti nu ed on page 5) 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
are received npon their return borne Friday by 


His Royal Hi ghness Prince Mohammad and 
other members of the Royal Family (Petra photo) 


King, Queen return home 


By Ayman Al Safhdi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 
returned home on Friday after 
a two-week private visit to 
Britain. 

The King is expected to 
leave Jordan for the United 
States Jane 16 where he will 
bold talks with President Bill 
Clinton on the Middle East 
peace process, especially the 
Jordanian track of the negotia- 
tions, informed sources said. 

The sources said that a tri- 
lateral Jordanian-U.S.-Israeli 
economic committee. . 

pected to hold its first meeting 
in Washington later in the 
month.* 

Jordan and Israel signed an 
agenda for their talks in 
September but the negotia- 
tions have made little headway 
since. 

Jordanian sources said the 
negotiations have been bogged 
down because of Israel's refus- 
al to discuss issues that Jordan 
believes should proceed talks 
of regional economic coopera- 
tion and development. 

They said Israel wants to 
discuss regional development 


before first agreeing to demar- 
cate its borders with the King- 
dom, something which Jordan 
categorically rejects. 

Israel also wants to sign a 
peace deal with the Kingdom 
before settling the issues on the 
agenda. But Jordan insists the 
Jewish state withdraw from 
occupied Jordanian land and 
return its share in the waters of 
Jordan and Yarmouk rivers 
before any peace deal is con- 
cluded. 

Sources expected the 
Jordanian-U.S. summit to be 
held in Washington some time 
between June 16 and 24 when 
the King will be in the United 
States for his final by-annual 
medical check up at Mayo Cli- 
nic. 

The King will from now cm 
have annual check-ups at the 
clinic, where he underwent 
successful surgery in 1992. 

King Hussein, who last met 
with President Clinton in Janu- 
ary, received in London Jorda- 
nian delegates to the multi- 
lateral peace talks, sources 
said. 

They said the King also met 
with a Jordanian economic 
team that was formed to draw 
up a Jordanian strategy on foe 


talks with Israel. 

The team, which is parallel 
to the formal delegation to the 
peace talks, includes economic 
experts among whom are for- 
mer Minister of Finance Basel 
Jardaneh. and His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan's 
advisers Mohammad Saqqaf 
and Ahmed Mango. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were received upon their 
arrival here by His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad, 
the personal representative of 
the King, Their Royal High- 
nesses Princess T aghrsed , Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein andi 
Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad, 
and other Royal Family mem- 
bers as well as Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, Lower 
House Speaker Taher Al Mas- 
ri. Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’ad Ben Zeid, the King's 
advisors and other senior offi- 
cials. 

King Hussein was accompa- 
nied by His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal, Royal Court- 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Major-General -Hmeidi Al 
Fayez, the King’s advisor on 
militar y affairs. 


Sales tax takes effect, but 
market impact yet to be felt 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The much- 
awaited sales tax law took 
effect on Wednesday after 
more than 30 months of de- 
bate, but the taxpayers and 
retail outlets are not expected 
to feel any immediate direct 
impact of the levy since it 
replaces the consumption tax 
which went into effect two 
years ago. 

If anything, economic 
analysts and officials say, the 
average consumer might even 
enjoy a slight decline in 
prices of many basic items if 
importers and producers as 
well as retailers decide to 
reflect a three- per cent cut in 
the levy in their market 
prices. 

The judgement of the 
analysts came against a back- 
drop of severe criticism in the 
local press of the law and 
what Businessmen assert as 


ambiguities of implementing 
the levy. 

Concerted government 
assertions that the sales tax 
would not lead to higher mar- 
ket prices and that the poor 
are protected under the leg- 
islation have not been 
accepted by businessmen 
who continue tp argue that 
the very concept of such taxa- 
tion is a recipe for a hike in 
the cost of living. 

Little consideration is also 
given to the government 
argument that the sales tax 
only replaces the consump- 
tion tax, something that the 
market is used to since 1992, 
and the actual change is in 
the categorisation of foe levy. 

Government officials also 
note that the expected re- 
venues from the sales tax in 
the 1994 budget are foe same 
as foe actual income from 
consumption tax in 1993 — 
JD170 million. 

Analysts and officials 


noted that Parliament re- 
duced a government- 
proposed 10 per cent sales tax 
on most items to seven per 
cent. In effect, it means that 
items that carried 10 per cent 
consumption tax now carry 
only seven per cent. 

Other items, including 
those classified as luxury pro- 
ducts, carry 20 per cent — - the 
ceiling of the levy — com- 
pared with rates ranging up 
to 60 per cent. Fifty-five 
items are exempt from foe 
tax. 

The sales tax law is ex- 
pected to be coupled with a 
hike in customs duties for 
most imports of “luxury” 
products to maintain an edge 
for local equivalents. 

The endorsement of the 
sales tax law by Parliament 
met a basic requirement of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), which is super- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Non-aligned 
seek new 
world role 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) pledged to map out a 
strategy for the 21st century 
Friday seeking to define its 
role in the post-cold war world, 
despite being dogged here by 
regional disputes. 

“The ministers are resolved 
to impart a new dynamism to 
foe movement to enable its 
members ' to enter foe 21st cen- 
tury as a vibrant and construc- 
tive force on foe world scene,” 
they said in a Cairo declara- 
tion. 

The declaration was adopted 
by foreign ministers from 109 
member countries at the end 
of a four-day meeting at which 
they nominated Colombia to 
take over foe presidency of the 
group. 

NAM celebrates its 40tb 
anniversary next year and is 
conscious that it faces a very 
different climate to that when 
it was created in 1955. 

The movement was born out 
of a desire by developing coun- 
tries to escape from foe cold 
war division of the world which 
saw the international arena 
dominated by foe superpowers 
of the United States and foe 
former Soviet Union. 

Its anniversary will coincide 
with the 50th birthday of foe 
United Nations and NAM 
hopes to play a greater role in 
foe U.N. in the forthcoming 
years. 

“Responding to foe changes 
in international relations rep- 
resents the most formidable 
challenge before the move- 
ment in foe years to come,” 
the final declaration said. 

But regional difficulties were 
highlighted throughout the 
four-day conference which 
sought to steer a course 
through die political differ- 
ences between several member 
countries. 

Iraq and Yemen were foe 
strongest critics of foe final 
declaration. 

In a resolution on foe Ye- 
men civil war, NAM backed 
the U.N. Security Council's 
ceasefire call and urged the 
northern and southern rivals to 
settle their differences peace- 
fully. 

But Yemeni Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Bassandawa, a ■ 
northerner, condemned foe 
call because it made no men- 
tion of the country’s four-year- ’ 
old unity or references to foe 
Republic of Yemen. 

“Yemen's unity must not be 
massacred,” he warned, “other- 
wise, other countries will be 
massacred.” He insisted that 
the north and south must stay 
united for the civil war to end. 

And although NAM became 
foe first multilateral organisa- 
tion to note Iraqi progress on . 
meeting U.N. resolutions to 
destroy its weapons of mass 
destruction, Iraq was still un- 
happy with the final text. 

If protested that the reference to 
its relations with Knwait, 
which it occupied between Au- 
gust 1990 and February 1991, 
failed to make direct mention 
of foe suffering of the Iraqi 
people caused by a U.N.- 
imposed embargo. 

Egypt had acted as a 
mediator earlier in the week in 
a bid to try to iron out differ- 
ences between foe Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti delegations. 

In their declaration, NAM 

(Contained on pay 5) 


N. Korea remains defiant as sanctions clock ticks 


TOKYO (Agendes) — North 
Korea warned Friday that it 
would regard any sanctions im- 
posed against it over its sus- 
pected nuclear arms develop- 
ment as a declaration of war. 

“We have already notified 
the parties concerned that eco- 
nomic sanctions would be re- 
garded as a declaration of war 
agrainst us,” North Korea’s 
first vice foreign minister, 
Kang Sok-Ju, was quoted as 
saying in a statement. 

Hie statement was carried 
by the Pyongyang-based Ko- J 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA). 

“In this case, not only foe 
parties joining m the sanctions 
against our republic but also 
those backing such sanctions 
will be held responsible,” foe 
statement said, according to a 


KCNA dispatch monitored 
here. 

“Thi is not what we want” 
but “the United States must 
not take our patience for a sign 
of weakness,” the statement 
said. 

The warning came amid in- 
creasing speculation that foe 
U.N. Security Council might 
take punitive action against 
North Korea for its refusal to 
open nudear facilities for satis- 
factory inspections by the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

A senior Japanese foreign 
ministry official was quoted as 
saying Friday that Japan, 
South Korea and foe United 
States would seek sanctions 
against North Korea accept- 
able to China. 

“The United States feds it 


has been betrayed by North 
K° rea i" foe official, who re- 
fused to be named, was quoted 
as saying by.Kyodo News Ser- 
vice. 

China, one of foe five U.N. 
Security Council permanent 
members, has repeatedly said 
that the North Korean nuclear 
issue should be settled through 
dialogue. a 

Mr. Kang also saw North 
Korea still wanted to hold talks 
with foe United States and said 
mat if such talks were not 
forthcoming it would expand 
its -nuclear programme. 

. the United States is will- 
ing to have the talks now, our 
proposaJ for a package solution 
is still valid. But, if it chooses a 
strongarm measure, our option 
too will change.” 

u We will go over to foe next 


process of our nudear activi 
ties and cannot but expand on 
independent atomic energy in 
dustxy by the present method,’ 
he added. 

U.S. President Bill Climoi 
said in Rome on Thursday fha 
he would pursue economii 
sanctions against North Korei 
if the chain of proof over it 
nuclear history had beei 
broken by the refuelling pro 
cess, to which it had deniet 
access to international inspec 
tors. 

IAEA Director Genera 
Hans Blix was to brief foi 
Security Council Friday on tin 
nuclear crisis, foe first ste\ 
towards international sanction 
against Pyongyang. 

No immediate sanction: 
• 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Hizbollahis plot 
revenge against 
Israel after strike 


BEIRUT (R) — Hizbollah 
guerrillas, rallying to their war 
cry of victory or martyrdom, 
will soon launch a series of 
attacks against Israel to avenge 
the bloodiest single blow they 
received in 12 years of strug- 
gle, Muslim sources said. 

Israeli aircraft blasted a Hiz- 
bollah training camp in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley early on 
Thursday, killing at least 26 
guerrillas and wounding 70. 

It was the highest toll in a 
single Israeli raid suffered by 
the Shiite Muslim group 
formed after Israel’s 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon. 

“It is painful, it is heart- 
breaking," a Hizbollah official 
told Reuters. “We are not used 
to suffering such a hi gh toll or 
giving away such an easy vic- 
tory to Israel. 

"But this is war, one day is 
for you, another is against 
you," the official, who re- 
quested anonymity, said. 

Muslim sources said Hizbol- 
lah was preparing for a series 
of attacks against Israeli 
targets cot just in South Leba- 
non but elsewhere. 

“They are preparing for a 
series of qualitative attacks 
that will not be restricted to 
South Lebanon,” he said, 
without elaboration. 

Hizbollah leaders said last 
month after helicopter-borne 
Israeli commandoes abducted 
a guerrilla leader from his 
home in the Bekaa Valley that 
the confrontation with the Jew- 
ish state would now be ex- 
panded beyond South Leba- 
non. 

Hizbollah guerrillas fired 
salvoes of Katyusha rockets 
into northern Israel after the 
air raid, defying stern Israeli 
warnings of harsh retaliation. 

Israel, which moved 
armoure d columns to its bor- 
der with Lebanon late on 
Thursday, said the barrages 
violated “understandings" that 
ended a week-long air, land 
and sea blitz of South Lebanon 
last July. 

The blitz, in which 150 peo- 
ple, mostly civilians died, en- 
ded after U.S. mediation led to 
vows by Israel and Hizbollah 
not to attack civilian targets. 

Hizbollah has claimed that 
no understandings were 
reached but refrained from 
rocketing northern Israel until 
Thursday. 

The name “Hizbollah” com- 


es from a verse in the Holy 
Koran — “the Party of God, 
they are victorious.” 

Inspired by Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's Islamic 
revolution in Iran, the group 
seeks an end to the state of 
Israel and to curb western in- 
fluence in Lebanon. 

HizboUah emerged in Leba- 
non after the 1982 invasion 
when some 2,000 Iranian Re- 
volutionary Guards moved to 
the mainly Shiite Bekaa Valley 
to drive the Israelis out of the 
country. 

The Iranians concentrated 
on spreading Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s doctrines. 

Their recruiting grounds 
were southern and eastern vil- 
lages of Shiite Muslims, Leba- 
non's poorest, most down- 
trodden population group, and 
Beirut slums to which many 
Shiites migrated during the 
1975-90 cml war. 

Shiite have long been ex- 
cluded from significant power 
in Lebanon but are the coun- 
try's largest sect. 

Their southern heartland has 
taken Israel's military blows 
for more than two decades. 
The Shiites mostly suffered 
silently when the south was hit 
in the war on Palestinian guer- 
rillas. 

But with the 1982 invasion, 
they began to strike back and 
tormented the West and Israel 
with suicide bombings against 
Western interests, hostage- 
takings and assassinations. 

Suicide truck bombings kil- 
led more than 60 people at the 
U.S. embassy in April 1983. In 
October of the same year, 241 
U.S. servicemen and 58 French 
paratroopers were killed in 
suidde bombings of their head- 
quarters. 

Fundamentalist sources pot 
the number of Hizbollah fight- 
ers at 5,000 and 10,000 follow- 
ers. The group, annex! and 
financed by Iran, is run by a 
12-man leadership, shura or 
advisory council. 

Among ail groups in the 
Arab World, HizboUah is the 
most relentlessly opposed to 
the U.S.-sponsored peace pro- 
cess between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. 

HizboUah stepped up its 
raids against Israeli forces as 
the peace talks began in Octo- 
ber 1991 and has escalated its 
attacks with each subsequent 
meeting of Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations. 


Clinton, Pope discuss Middle East 


VATICAN CITY (USIA) — 
President Bill Clinton says he 
and Pope John Paul held talks 
on a wide range of subjects on 
Thursday 2, including the Mid- 
dle East, Bosnia, North Korea, 
Poland and Eastern Europe, 
and “the need to protect reli- 
gious freedoms in Asian coun- 
tries.” 

The president also told a 
group of American semina- 
rians that he and the Pope 
"talked about the upcoming 
conference in Cairo on world 
population problems... and 
bow we could come together 
on a policy that would promote 
responsible growth of the 
world’s population and still 
reaffirm our common commit- 
ment for the central role of the 
family in every society.” 

The foUowing is a transcript 
of Mr. Clinton's remarks, as 
released by the White House: 

“We had a wonderful discus- 
sion about a large number of 
things. I’m always amazed to 
find him so vigorously involved 
in the affairs of the world. 

“We talked about the diffi- 
culties in Bosnia, as you might 
imagine. We talked a lot about 
Poland and Eastern Europe. 
We talked at some length ab- 
out Russia and our emerging 
relationships there. We talked 
quite a long while about Asia, 
about the need to protect reli- 
gious freedoms in Asian coun- 
tries, and to promote that. 
And I pledged to the pope my 
best efforts to work with other 
nations, especially nations in 
Asia in the cause of religious 
freedom. 

“We talked about the chal- 
lenges presented at the mo- 
ment by the dispute we're hav- 
ing with North Korea. We 
talked at great length about the 
role of the Islamic states in the 
future of the world and — not 
only in the Middle East, but 
elsewhere. We talked a lot 
about the Middle East, and I 
thanked His Holiness for the 
recognition that the Holy See 
has given to Israel and the 
support to the peace process. 

“We talked about the up- 
coming conference in Cairo on 
world population problems, 
about where we agreed and 
where we didn't and how we 
could come together on a poli- 
cy that would promote re- 
sponsible growth of the world’s 
population and still reaffirm 
our common commitment for 
the central role of the family in 
every society: 

“For those of you who are 
American seminarians here, I 
would like to say a special 
word of appreciation for the 
roigi of the Catholic Church in 
our country. There are 20,000 
parishes, 9,000 Catholic 



U.S. President BfH CKntou with Pope John Paid D at the Vatican 
on Thursday (AFP photo) 


elementary and high schools, 
over 200 Catholic colleges and 
universities, one of which gave 
me a degree a long time ago. 
The thing I have always re- 
vered about the Catholic 
Church was the sense of con- 
stancy and commitment of the 
church in our national life;, 
sense of putting one's life, 
one's money, one's time where 
one’s stated ideas are. 

The Catholic Church has 
brought together faith and ac- 
tion, word and deed, bringing 
together people across the 
lines of rich and poor, of racial 
lines and other lines perhaps 
better than any other institu- 
tion in our society. And I am 
convinced that it's been able to 
do that because people like 
you, those of yon who are here 
as seminarians, have been will- 
ing to make die ultimate com- 
mitment of your entire lives in 
die sendee of that in which you 
believe. 

In all secular societies, it is 
recognized that very few peo- 
ple have the capacity to make a 
commitment of that depth and 
constancy. And yet all of us 
know that, ultimately, the 
meaning of our lives depend 
upon the constant* effort to 


achieve a level of integrity be- 
tween what we feel and what 
we think and what we do. And 
I stand here today to tell yon 
that, as an American presi- 
dent, I am immensely proud of 
the commitment yon have 
made. 

Hillary and 1 have a friend 
whom we treasure greatly who 
is a Jesuit priest who I met over 
30 years ago, who went to law 
school with us later and who 
continues to labor to fulfill his 
vows. And one of my most 
treasured possessions and I 
ever received from a personal 
friend was a letter that he 
«rote to us after be had been a 
priest for 20 years, explaining 
without being at all self- 
righteous what it had meant to 
him to have kept his vows for 
two decades and why he 
thought in a way he bad lived a 
selfish life because he had 
achieved a measure of peace 
and comfort and energy that he 
could have found in no other 
way. 

It is that feeling that I think 
ultimately we want for all the 
people of our nation and all the 
people of the world. And for 
your example in taking os in 
that direction I thank you. 


Khamenei firmly in power five years after Khomeini 


By Kianouscbe Dorranie 

Agence France Pressc 

TEHRAN — Five years after 
the death of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, his suc- 
cessor spiritual guide Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei has kept a 
firm hold on political and 
religious power despite fac- 
tional quarrels and leadership 
challenges from the conserva- 
tive clergy. 

“Obeying the guide is the 
same as obeying the imam," 
is a slogan often heard in 
Iran, illustrating efforts by 
rulers to establish Ayatollah 
Khamenei as Iran’s highest 
authority and legitimate heir to 
the founder of the Islamic 
republic, who died five years 
ago on June 4. 

Ayatollah Khamenei him- 
self has overcome doubts ab- 
out his ability to replace the 
late charismatic leader, and 
at times appears even to have 
surpassed his predecessor. 

In a meeting with the orga- 
nisers of the anniversary of 
Ayatollah Khomeini's death 
last week, the leader urged 
them to “avoid exaggerations 


pid stick to facts” in describ- 
ing his predecessor. 

Ayatollah Khamenei was 
an unlikely choice to replace 
Ayatollah Khomeini because 
of his lack of the required 
religious credentials. 

However, he was unani- 
mously elected as spiritual 
leader after the country's top- 
ranking religious officials 
granted him the honorary ri- 
de of “ayotallah”. 

Many observers at the time 
predicted a dminished power 
for the new spiritual guide, 
especially after AJi Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani took 
over as president. 

Spousing liberal political 
and economic ideas, Mr. Raf- 
sanjani dominated the power 
scene until 1991, while 
Ayatollah Khamenei played 
a behind-the-scenes role as 
the guardian of revolutionary 
and Islamic principles. 

However, rising social and 
economic problems which 
followed Mr. Rafsanjani's 
market-reform programmes, 
have prompted the leader to 
exert more influence in 
policy-making, with the back- 
ing of the conservative- 



AyaloOah Ali Khamenei 

dominated parliament. 

In contrast to Ayatollah 
Khomeini who generally 
avoided executive functions. 
Ayatollah Khamenei is open- 
ly involved in decision- 
making and often issues 
directives or advice to the 
government. 

Unlike the late leader. 
Ayatollah Khamenei also 
pays frequent domestic visits 


and bolds official meetings 
with foreign dignitaries visit- 
ing Iran. 

Considered as a fair arbiter 
among various factions with- 
in the political establishment, 
he has been able to assert 
himself as a pivotal figure and 
a source of emulation for 
many officials, including Raf- 
sanjani. 

Government offices are 
obliged to display the por- 
traits of Ayatollah 
Khamenei, often along with 
those of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, while Mr. Rafsan- 
jani's pictures appear in pub- 
lic at random. 

The leader supporters, par- 
ticularly in the parliament 
often address him with the 
title “imam” an honour pre- 
viously reserved for Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini. 

But while Ayatollah 
Khamenei's political {Tower is 
unchallenged, his holding 
absolute religious authority is 
still contested by some clergy 
in conservative circles, who 
are opposed to the concept of 
velayat-e-faqih (religious 
government]. 

Velayat, which calls for 


one single figure or entity to 
serve as both religious and 
political leader in a Shiite 
Muslim state, has been 
opposed on grounds that 
political failures could badly 
reflect on people's faith in 
religion. 

Differences surfaced late 
last year when several top 
officials demanded that 
Ayatollah Khamenei be 
chosen as a marja-e-taqlid 
(the source of religious refer- 
ence in Shiite Islam) while 
keeping his post as leader. 

A leading conservative 
clergyman. Ayatollah 
Ahmad Azari Qomi. said re- 
cently that Ayatollah 
Khamenei “possessed all the 
right qualities” to become a 
marja. but on the condition 
that he excelled other candi- 
dates in religious learnings. 

To overcome such opposi- 
tion, Ayatollah Khamenei 
has since two years ago 
undertaken the unpre- 
cedented task to reform 
schools of theology in Iran 
and tried to bring the tradi- 
tionally independent institu- 
tions under government su- 
pervision. 


Gunfire, 
burning tyres 
outside U.N. . 
in Somalia . 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somali 
gangs loosed off anti-aircraft 
guns and burned tyres outside 
Mogadishu's U.N.-protected 
airport and port on Thursday, 
residents said. 

The latest display of appa- 
rent defiance from armed 
Somalis was put on just three 
days after the Security Council 
gave the country another 
.chance at restoring peace by 
keeping 19,000 U.N. troops 
there for four months longer. 

In the troubled southern 
port of Kismayu, warlords who 
led the countiy into dan fend- 
ing, famine and disease three 
.years ago quarrelled at yet 
another round of peace talks 
brokered by the United Na- 
tions. 

Machine-gunfire echoed 
around Mogadishu and black 
plumes of smoke rose into the 
sky from morning after truck 
drivers hired city youths to 
protest against new port tariffs 
introduced at the U.N.- 
managed facility. 

The U.N. wants the tariffs to 
help tiie port finance itself, but 
whenever it has tried to intro- 
duce them in recent months, 
the truck drivers have pre- 
vented a return to the days 
when they were taxed before 
the government collapsed in 
January 1991. 

Other youths were mobilised 
by metal scrap dealers to pro- 
test at a decree issued by war- 
lord Mohammad Farah Aidecd 
that they should not be allowed 
to export from areas under his 
control. 

Scrap metal was big business 
in Somalia during the dan 
wars, when looters tore down 
everything from the factories 
built with Western aid money 
to the bronze statues of Somali 
heroes. 

The man widely Maimed for 
most of the looting waji Osman 
Hassan Ali “Ato” me thin 
one” — who is/General 
Ai deed’s right hand man and 
finander. 

Gen. Akleed's militia radio 
also banned the exports of 
charcoal, which is responsible 
for much of the deforestation 
in the arid country, and female 
goats — which Somalis tradi- 
tionally do not like selling be- 
cause they want to maintain - 
breeding stock. 

“SNA (Aideed’s Somali 
National Alliance) security 
men, police and port author- 
ities are all required to seize 
such things as scrap metal, she 
goats and charcoal. Handle 
them with great care and then 
bring the perpetrators to a 
court of law,” said Gen. 
Aideed’s broadcast by radio. 

Gen. Aideed, whose militias 
battled U.S. troops on the 
streets of Mogadishu and 
caused Western forces to pull 
out in last March, arrived back 
in May after months abroad 
and apparently wants to estab- 
lish a de facto government in 
his areas. 

He has been unable to reach 
agreement with his many rivals 
despite an accord much- 
publicised by the U.N. In 
March which promised a series 
of talks to set up a new govern- 
ment. 

In Kismayu, tensions 
mounted as Ogaderfi dan war- 
lords Aden Abduliahi Nur 
“Gabio" — “The poet” — and 
Ahmad Omar Jess condemned 
peace talks opened by the 
U.N. Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM) last week. 

The militias of Mr. Gabio 
and Mr. Jess fought a series of 
bloody feuds for control • of 
Kismayu town and the fertile 
hinterland, but have recently 
mended relations. 

In U.N.-brokered deals, the 
dans were supposed to agree 
that the Ogadenis would take 
control of the farming lands 
outside Kismayu 
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Talabanl arrives In northern Iraq 

NUSAYBIN, Turkey (AP) — Iraqi ' Kurdish leade r Jalal | 
Talabam, who got stranded in Syria when rival Kurdish groups f 
engaged in fighting in bis homeland, arrived Thursday m j 
northern Iraq. Mr. Talabam entered tins Kurdish border town j 
from Syria and a Turkish helicopter flew him into MhL He was 1 
scheduled to meet with the leader of the rival Kurdish group, ? 
Massoud Barzani, said Shazad Saib, the Patriotic Union of { 
Kurdistan (FUK) representative in Ankara. Turkey arranged j 
fcw Mr. Talabani’s return to his homeland after the PUR t 
requested help. He was away from northern Iraq since April J 
10. Fighting broke out betw een t he PUK and forces of the j 
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) a month ago. Turkey is j 
concerned over the political uncertainty in northern Iraq. The-i 
Turkish government says it is only to the benefit of Turkey’s " 
Kurdish guerrillas, which hold bases in northern Iraq, as ™-* 
of their fight for autonomy in southeastern Turkey. 

Kurds have had a dc facto state in northern Iraq since the ___ 
of tire Gulf war. Mr. Saib said Mr. Talabam accepted a- 
Turkish offer to hold a joint meeting with Mr. Barzani and? 
Turkish authorities in Ankara next week. The KDP's response* 
was not i mmediate ly known. A similar meeting without Mr. 
Talabam and Mr. Barzani took place in another Turkish 
border town, SOopi, on Monday. The Turkish authorities have' 
been pushing the PUK and the KDP to reach a lasting political 
solution. A ceasefire has been bolding in the area in northern 
Iraq «in«» Monday, Mr. Saib said “I hope there will be no 1 
more skirmishes with the return of Mr. Talabam,” he said.' - 

Fighting in Turkey leaves 32 dead £ 

ANKARA (AFP) — Fighting in southeast Turkey left 32. 
people dead within a 24-hour-period, including 25 Kurdish ' 
rebels, an official statement said Friday. The 21 rebels from * 
the separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) and three Turkish'; 
soldiers were killed in fighting in die regions of Hakkari and'' 
Sfrnak on the border with Syria, Iraq and Iran, and in-' 
EHyarbairir, the main town of southeast Turkey. Meanwhile,-' 
four Kurdish rebels and four civilians were killed in a nr* " 
attack on the village of Gureoe, in the region of Bitiis, 
Turkish news agency Anatolia reported. A group of armed' 
PIS mSitiants attacked the village Thursday night killing four 
villagers and wounding eight others. Four rebels were kfflcd - 
when villagers and wounding eight others. Four rebels were 
killed when villagers riposted, the news agency said. Since : 
Mid-March Turkish forces have stepped up their military 
activi ties in the east and the south of the country to end thef- 
PKK rebellion which has caused at least 12,000 deaths since it 
erupted in August 1984. 

Iran slips guards into Bosnia 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Iran has smuggled nearly 400. i 
Revolutionary Guards into Bosnia to help Bosnian Muslims » 
organise groups in the former Yugoslavia, U.S. intelligence 
services said Thursday. “They have either arrived by now or 
wfll soon in the former Yugoslavia,” an intelligence source 
told AFP. The focus of their activities will be in the former. 
Yugoslavia. Western Europe is not a target, he added. The' 
presence of several hundred Islamic volunteers fighting with 
the Bosnian Muslims against the Bosnian Serbs has been, 
known for more than a year. Rut this is the first time that: 
information about a country sending troops has surfaced.- 
According to the Washington Times between 350 and 400 ( 
“instructors” were secretly deployed in May with along with ; 
shipments of arms and explosives in order to or 


pro-Iranian groups. It Is similar to Iranian supported Hizbol*' 
lah ope ra ti o ns in Lebanon. The paper said tire guards are) 
being organised out of the Iranian embassy in Zagreb, 1 
Croatia. It quoted one source as saying the Iranians risk 
running Into problems however, because toe Bosnian Muslims 
tack Islamic fervour. 

BN L Insurance bid rejected 

ATLANTA (AP) — Banca Nazionale Del Lavora (BNL) is 
not entitled to collect on a S5 million insurance policy covering i 
losses due to dishonesty among Atlanta branch employees } 
who illegally loaned money to Iraq, a judge has ruled. The j 
Italian bank has been trying to recover from Lloyd's of j 
London since August 1989, when Federal Bureau of Investiga- , 
tion (FBI) uncovered billions of dollars in unreported loans- 1 
that BNL made to exporters dealing with Iraq. The bank,- 
whiefa is owned by the Italian government, insisted that its# ! 
Rome headquarters was kept in the dark about the irregular 1 
Iraqi loans. BNL estimated that it lost $1.8 billion in the loan \ 
scam and filed a claim against its Lloyd’s policy. Lloyd's* 
refused to pay. and BNL filed suit in 1993. Lloyd's argued that » 
BNL knew before the policy was issued in December 1988 that i 
its Atlanta employees had engaged in unauthorised lending*, 
and forgery. Superior Court Judge Philip Etheridge granted • 
Lloyd's motion for summary judgement at a court hearing J 
Friday. He is expected to sign a written order dismissing the ! 
case this week. Mr. Etheridge was the third Atlanta judge to j 
reject BNL's assertion that the fraud in Atlanta caught senior • 
bank officials by complete surprise. U.S. District Judge? i 
Marvin Shoob reached a similar conclusion in a federal court J 
order in October 1992. and U.S. District Judge Ernest TtdweP 
wrote a year later that BNL- Rome “knew, should have.i 
known, or could have known by the exercise of minimal! 
diligence" of the Atlanta branch's irregular activities. ! 

New Israeli minister takes maverick’s pos$ 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s parliament has approved the' 
appointment of Ephraim Sneh, a member of the ruling Labour I 
Party, to the post of health minister vacated three months ago I 
by political maverick Haim Ramon. Mr. Sneh. born in 1944^ 
qualified as a medical doctor and was a career military officer,] 
rearing with the rank of brigadier general in 198 8 after serving * 
from 1985 to 1987 as the head of the body administering ! 
Israel’s occupation of the West Bank. Mr. Ramon, 44, quit as! 
health minister and was kicked out of the Labour Party in ■ 
February after Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and the cabinet ' 
withdrew their support for his far-reaching health care reform ■ 
bill. At the beginning of May. Mr. Ramon won nationwide 
elections for the leader of the Histadrot trade federation, 1 
Israel s largest labour union and longtime labour power base'* 
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CHUHCKES 


Mary oTNaamh Church Swafleh, 
Tel- 810740 

Ami iiiftBn of Cod Church, Tci. 

SJ^aeph Church Tel. 624590. 
Chnrth of the Ammnctatioo Tel. 
637440. 


De b Safle Church Td. 661757 
Terrancta Church Td: 622366 
Church of the Ai uwurtatb n Td. 

623541. 

Anglic a n Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian CdhoBr Church Tel. 
771331. 

Ar menia n Ort ho dox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Omreh Tel. 
652526. 

Evan g e lical Lntbenm Omreh 'Tel: 
824328. 

German ipraMiig Evangelical Con- 
gresatbn Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church «f Naturae Td.675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church h Am- 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Partly cloudy weather conditions will 
prevail with a chance of thunderous 
showers and winds westerly moderate 
to active. In Aqaba, winds w ill be 
northerly moderate and seas choppy. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 14/28 

Aqaba 22/36 

Deserts 13/30 

Jordan Valley 21/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 34 Humidity readings: 
Amman 31 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 896301 

Dr, Hisharn fcan’an 790286 

Dr. Walid Masri 675485 

Dr. Mustafa HarzaQah 826024 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcndows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

N'jurcukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yscoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1R81D: 

Dr, Aknun Momani 248974 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQAr 

Dr. Raicb Atallah 984424 

Khiilrfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emcrgcncv 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Tofik Police 896390 

Public Security Dcpanmcm 630321 

Hotel ComplainLt 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

w (directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Colh 0102311 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mcdsni Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafhas. J. Amman 6361 "> 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

Univcisity Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Ouccn Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA.- 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqj National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09(986732 

AlHikuu Modem Hospital ...'..(09)990900 
KBffk / 

PrinecH Bama Hosprul (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAJ Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haja Hospital .*.. (03)3 MM I 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is suppBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) hdormatioa depart- 
ment at the Ouccn ASa International 
Airport Tel. (08)53300-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•5:30 Jakarata. Singapore (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ j 

1*25 Aqaba (RJ) 

I8b38 Dhahran(RJ) 

IMS Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

11M BeintffRJ) 

IIM Colambo(RI) 

IMS .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:55 Cairo (RJ) 

lf -28 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

lfc3f London. Berlin (RJ) 

MJ5 Aqaba. London (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

04:20 Vienna (OA) 

15:45 Rome(AZ) 


Dubai (EM) 

*38 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

2£ Amsterdam (KLl 

90:35 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

22® Beirut (RJ) 

•8s« Aqaba (RJ) 

12£0 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

*2dS Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

12:45 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

D*5 Cairo (RJ) 

P*5 London (Rl) 

Larnaea(RJ) 

21:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

“*2 Jeddah (RJ) 

22 : 38 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

- Loudon (RJ) 

Othw nights (Terminal 2 ) 

®*=I5 Beirut (ME) 

US* Vienna (OA) 

2fc4S Dubai (EM) 

2335 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

®°s 25 . Amsterdam (KL) 

Cairo (MS) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman — ... 8^0 ud. every Monday 
Air. Dnti mc u 5:00 p.m. every Mouthy 


Ait. 


. 7 JO un. every Sundff 
SOT pan. every Sands} 


MARKET prices 

UppcrOowcr price in fib per kg. 

Appl* ’sswfisA 

^P 0810 * 1 SOB 

SES®:.:; «° M0 ? 


Cauliflower lSC^lOO 

Cncurnbcra (small) 100/50 

300/ r 


L®™*" :::::::::::: S' 

Marrow (saiaU) 240 / 4 

SSgr;.:::: -.— 

JS'J 

»{2 

Peaches ......... 

Tomato 

String beans 0 

Watermelon S- 
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Majali reiterates respect, 
support for a free press 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Prime 
Minister Abdul Satan Majali 


reiterated the government's 
respect for a free press, 
saying that this right, is 
guaranteed by the Jordanian 
Constitution and the Nation- 
al Charter. 

In a message to Mahmoud 
A1 Kayed, chairman of the 
board of directors of the Jor- 
dan Press Foundation (A1 
Ra’i and the Jordan Times 


newspapers), the prime 
minister said the government 
is committed to ensuring free 
expression and to upholding 
the principles of democracy 
which have been enhanced by 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
policies and wise leadership. 

In his message to Mr. 
Kayed, marking the 24ih 
anniversary of A] Ra’i Arabic 
daily. Dr. Majali said the 
press, which is the “fourth 


estate," plays a key role in 
creating necessary national 
public awareness. fostering 
and enhancing the sense of 
national belonging among the 
public and serving national 
and pan-Arab objectives. 

“The press can and should 
assist the legislative and ex- 
ecutive authorities with iheir 
tasks by highlighting the facts 
and the accomplishments and 
also by helping to safeguard 


the higher national in- 
terests." added Dr. Majali. 


Expressing his apprecia- 
tion of AI Ra'i’s efforts over 
the past 24 years and the 
journalists’ endeavours to 
serve their nation, the prime 
minister voiced hope that the 
daily newspaper would pur- 
sue greater efforts for far 
greater achievements in the 
future. 




Writers’, journalists’ unions condemn refusal 
to hold ceremony for assassinated colleague 
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By Karonza Jadoun 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The cancellation 
of a ceremony to commemo- 
rate the late Jordanian journal- 
ist, Hanna Muqbei, came as a 
surprise to cultural milieus in 
&nman. 

Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation was to host the 
symposium last Monday, but. 
as regulations stipulate, it Erst 
had to request the permission 
of the Interior Ministry. The 
foundation received a refusal 
from the Amman Gove morale 
three days before the sche- 
duled date of the ceremony. 

“We received the decision, 
but no reasons were pro- 
vided,” Basem Khouri, an em- 
ployee at the foundation said. 

The Union of Arab Writers 
(UAW), the Ultimo of Arab 
Journalists (UAJ) and the 
Jordanian Writers Association 
(JWA), the organiser of the 
symposium, condemned the 
decision as groundless and 
issued a statement to this 
effect. 

UAW Secretary General 
Fakhri Kawar told the Jordan 
Times that he spoke to the 
governor, but was given no 
reason for the decision. 

. JWA President Mu'nis Raz- 
zaz said he wrote to the in- 
terior minister to complain of 
the decision, but also to no 


avail. 

“Not a single reason was 
given. It is a position we are 
not comfortable with. Sup- 
posedly, holding a ceremony of 
this kind is something nor- 
mal," Mr. Kawar said. 

Director of the Arab Writers 
Union Nazih Abu Nidal said 
the late journalist, a leftist and 
pan- Arabist, was the secretary 
general of the Arab Journalists 
Union and of Jordanian 
nationality, “so it is normal for 
his relatives, friends and col- 
leagues to commemorate 
him." 

“There was another cere- 
mony to commemorate the late 
Jordanian writer Mahmoud 
Seif Addin AI Irani, just a day 
before our scheduled event, 
and it was not cancelled.” Mr. 
Abu Nidal said. 

Mr. Razzaz condemned the 
decision and said that the late 
“Hanna Muqbei was a very 
well-known journalist and His 
Majesty King Hussein himself 
expressed his condolences over 
his death. Hanna has so many 
admirers, that's why we ex- 
pected so many fans and chose 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation instead of the 
JWA ball to hold the cere- 
mony." 

Mr. Razzaz told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview 
that he was astonished, adding 
that this is the Erst time he 


knows of that a request from 
Shoman Foundation to hold 
such an event vas refused. 
“Yet,”, he addeu, "there were 
dozens of occasions when 
other governors acter* in the 
same way. That is .y wc 
issued a statement to protest 
such anti-democratic acts.” 

Amman Governor Tal'at 
Nawaiseh told the Jordan 
Times “there is no reason to 
commemorate someone after 
10 years. Furthermore, 
anniversaries are only for 
national occasions." 

When told that the UAW. 
the UAJ and the JWA conde- 
mned the refusal, he said that 
“it was not them who asked for 
the permission, it was Abdul 
Hameed (Shoman) Founda- 
tion.” 

As for the Ministry of In- 
terior, its secretary general, 
Khalil Khreisat. said that the 
ministry had no idea about the 
issue. 

“Amman Govemorate is the 
-only party concerned” said Mr. 
Khreisat. 

Hanna Muqbei was a Jorda- 
nian journalist of Palestinian 
origin who was assassinated 10 
years ago in Cyprus at the age 
of 41. He also worked for AI 
Dustour daily and was active in 
Palestinian journalism. 

Ghanem Zreikat, a close 
friend of Mr. Muqbei and now 
deputy secretary general of the 


Union of Arab Journalists, 
told the Jordan Times that Mr. 
Muqbei knew his foes, and 
everyone knows who killed 
him, bur no one was arrested 
for the murder. 

Sources, who preferred 
anonymity, told the Jordan 
Times that they suspected that 
the assassins of Mr. Muqbei 
belong to the same organisa- 
tion that murdered Jordanian 
Embassy First Secretary Na'eb 
Maaytah on Jan. 29 in Beirut. 

Messrs Kawar. Razzaz, Abu 
Nidal and Zreikat, as well as 
Najt Alloush, Rashad Abu 
Shawer and Mr. Muqbel’s 
daughter, Sa lam, were sche- 
duled to speak at the cere- 
mony. 

The speakers expressed their 
regret saying that such “a deu. 
sion to refitse permission to 
hold the symposium is not in 
harmony with democratic 
aspirations.” 

"This negative attitude is 
against all martyrs of word who 
defend human rights for free- 
dom and life... it is a reward 
for the assassin, to halt us from 
condemning the bloody vio- 
lence against intellectuals..." 
the unions' statement said. 

Mr. Zreikat told the Jordan 
Times that Ministry of Culture 
Secretary General Muhammad 
Naji AI Amaireh promised 
that the symposium will be 
held at a later date. 
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By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Faces of Jordan 
are so varied and interesting, 
but are not represented as 
much as landscapes in local an. 

It was not the case though at 
the photography contest held 
at the U.S. embassy in Am- 
man, whose title, “Faces of 
Jordan.” points to the organis- 
ers’ interest. 

Exhibiting in the hall of the 
American Cultural Centre, the 
almost SO contestants had fo- 
cused their lenses on the hu- 
man expression, immortalising 
expressions, glimpses, feelings, 
postures and gestures. 

At the awards ceremony, 
Counsellor for Press and 
Cultural Affairs at the embassy 
S?eter Kovach gave the 
rationale behind the choice of 
theme and art medium. 

“Photography is a medium 
in a place like Jordan with such 
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promising social develop- 
ments; the art of photography 




mm 


meats; the art of photography 
should thus be encouraged,” 
said Mr. Kovach before hon- 
ouring the winners in the pre- 
sence of Minister of Culture 
Amm Mahmoud. 

Young and aid, rich and 
poor, men and women, happy 
and sad, the “faces” stare at 
the viewer from black and 
white or coloured frames tell- 
ing the story of a life or of a 
community. 

Winner of the first prize in 
the professional category was 
Yousef AI Allan, our colleague 
from the sister Arabic news- 
paper, AI Ra'i. 

“ The unsuspecting winner 
was all smiles and “very, very 
happy.” His winning photo, 
titled Tafa’oul (optimism) is 
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that of an old man with a 
checkered headdress covering 
his white hair, a wrinkled wise 
face and eyes looking wistfully 
into the horizon. 

The judges panel, whose job 
was surely not easy where 
seeing the number of photos 
they had to view and their 
quality, was made up of profes- 
sorial photographer Bill Lyons 
and painter AU Jaberi. 

.> Their comments on the 
Chosen photos justify their op- 
tions and show professional- 
ism. 

I Mr. Allan's work, for exam- 
ple, was characterised as “an 
entirely self-sufficient image. 


well-cropped, incisive charac- 
ter Study." 

First prize in the amateur 
category went to Ra’ed 
Ammouri from lrbid, whose 
photos of lrbid citizens are a 
“lurid, insightful, penetrating 
study" and which have been 
recommended as a “student’s 
work for its sincerity, use of 
black and white, sensitivity in 
composition and cultural con- 
text — informative in a way 
'that juft faces are not and not 
overfolkloric 

Second prize in the amateur 
category went to Rami Sajdi 
for “The Azazmeh Queen." an 
“intensely empathetic and un- 
flinching portrait which bridges 
tremendous gaps.... a very fine 
answer to a search." as the 


panel judged it. 

Muwafaq AI Sheikh re- 
ceived the second prize in the 
professional category for an 
untitled “deiigthful, fresh, 
spontaneous, refreshing sense 
of landscape and cultural con- 
text.” 

The third prize was given to 
three third-year students at the 
Faculty of Architecture of the 
Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) for a 
group of nine photos. 

Their works were recom- 
mended for their “social con- 
cern, rare a$ a photographic 
subject," and were found to be 
the “only competition entry 
with direct social application, 
not aesthetically concerned, 
but photography for its purely 


investigative functions.” 

The students, Nimer Tawfiq, 
Jawad Suleiman and Samer 
Can’an, are active in a photo 
club at the university, but are 
at their first public exhibition. 

“We are very happy as it is 
the first entry for us, our first 
attempt and we won the third 
prize,” said Nimer. 

An honourable mention was 
granted to Haitham Jweinat 
for his “AI Manqala.” a “suc- 
cessful. humourous, dignified 
photo effortlessly accom- 
plishing the theme of the com- 
petition with no intrusive 
peripheral distractions.” 

The photos will be exhibited 
until the end of June. They 
provide a refreshing change of 
art lovers this summer. r 


U.S. dollar stabilises in market 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


am: IAN — The U.S. dollar 
stabilised in the local market at 
around 702-703 fils last week 
after a several-year high of 712 
fils last month partly attributed 
to a clamour for dollars against 
the dinar in the occupied terri- 
tories and 10 an international 
strengthening of the American 
currency. 


Economic analysts said 
Jordanian commercial banks 
operating in the occupied terri- 
tories had the situation under 
control and could easily meet 
the market demand there with- 
out straining themselves. 

The official rate, set by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
on a daily basis, remained 
within the 698-702 fils range 
throughout the period despite 
a strengthening of the green- 


UNRWA 
ends 2-day 
donor-host 


meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) Peace Imple- 
mentation Programme (PIP) is 
already showing tangible re- 
sults, especially in the Gaza 
Strip, where socio-economic 
conditions are so precarious, 
according to UNRWA 
Commissioner-General 11 tar 
Turkmen. In remarks to dele- 
gates attending a meeting of 
major donor and host coun- 
tires in Amman which con- 
cluded Thursday, Mr. Turk- 
men reported that donor coun- 
tries had provided about $85 
million for PIP projects in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
about S10 million for projects 
in Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. 

The Agency launched PIP 
three weeks after the signing of 
the Declaration of Principles 
between the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel on Sept. 13 1993. 

PIP aims to support the 
peace process by assisting the 
soda) and economic advance- 
ment of Palestine refugees 
through upgrading infrastruc- 
ture, including refugee shelters 
and agency installations such 
as. schools and clinics, as well 
as creating jobs. 

The commissioner-general 
said that the agency’s con- 
tinuing efforts to promote self- 
reliance among refugee com- 
munities throughout UN- 
RWA's fields of operation 
“would be one of the most 
significant and lasting services 
which UNRWA could provide- 
to Palestinians, regardless of 
where they live.” 

During the meeting, repre- 
sentatives attending the Work- 
ing Group on UNRWA’s 
financing discussed the agen- 
cy’s 1994 sborfall in its regular 
budget and suggested action 
UNRWA might take to reduce 
the deficit, said an UNRWA 
statement, without elaborat- 


Mr. Turkmen had earlier re- 
ported that the agency's pro- 
jected 1994 deficit of $21 mil- 
lion in its regular budget 
assumed that the agency main- 
tained the enfilades imposed in 
1993 and did not allow for any 
growth in services in 1994. 

He explained to representa- 
tives that “in order for UN- 
RWA to meet long-standing 
performance targets and en- 
sure that the quality of services 
remains stable in the coming 
years,” the agency needed $21 
million to avoid draining its 


working cap ita l in 1994 and an 
additional $22 million to main- 


tain the standard of UNRWA 
services, making a total budget 
deficit of $43 million for 1994. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


FILMS 


* Chinese film entitled 
“People, Spirits, and 
Emotions” at the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Amman at 
7:30 p.m. 


ft Art exhibition of Chinese 
paintings at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Amman. 


ft Photography exhibit enti- 
tled “Faces of Jordan” at 
the America Center. 

ft Exhibition by artist Issam 
Tantawi at Balq? Art Gal- 
lery in Fuhfeis (Tel. 
720677). 


ft Exhibition by artist Abeer 
Bawab at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 


back in the international mar- 
ket. 

But dealers sold the dollar 
for up to 712 fils iu mid-May, 
hiking the rate in line with the 
world surge in the American 
currency after the Federal Re- 
serve, the U.S. central bank, 
increased interest rates, fol-‘ 
lowed by Germany. 

Differences between the 
rates in the Amman market 
and the occupied territories 
were negligible, dealers said. 

At Amman commercial 
banks which maintain 
money changing departments, 
the dollar sold for a base rate 
of 702 fils, but with the addi- 
tion of commission and other 
charges the rate was closer ro 
707 fils, a factor cited bv deal- 
ers in defending their rfers. 

Some banks declined to sell 
dollars altogether, although 
CBJ regulations bind them to 
offer foreign exchange to the 


public as long as it is available 
with them. 

Licensed moneychangers, 
who are free to quote their 
prices within an acceptable 
level of margin from the CBJ 
set prices, said the dollar's rise 
came during the second week 
of May and remained at 710- 
712 level until the last week of 
the month when the market 
appetite was aptly whetted. 

“The situation is quite nor- 
mal now,” said a dealer, noting 
that' the trend among 
moneychangers in the first few 
days of the boost was more 
towards buying than selling, 
reflecting expectations that the 
currency was on its way up 
much higher. 

The closing quote for the 
dollar on Thursday was 702- 
704 fils at the moneychangers. 

In downtown Amman, 
where solo small-time oper- 
ators buy and sell foreign cur- 


rency in the streets, the rate 
r ang ed from 705 fils to 710 fils. 

In general, bankers said 
there was no scarcity ^." foreign 
exchange in the market and 
CBJ intervention was not war- 
ranted at any point. 


The CBJ, as a rale, does not 
intervene in the market but 
keeps a close watch on move- 
ment. Officials have said that 
as long as the difference be- 
tween the officially set rate and 
the rate quoted by moneychan- 
gers in the open market is 
limited to be few percentage 
points, there will not be any 
CBJ intervention. 


The currency black market 
which thrived during 1989 and 
1990 is virtually non-existent. 
A few operators here and there 
do deal in foreign exchange, 
but always under some kind of 
arrangement with licensed 
moneychangers for legal cover. 


Interior minister meets with 


Iraqi president in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein Thursday conferred in 
Baghdad with visiting Jorda- 
nian Minister of Interior 
Salameh Hammad following 
official talks between Mr. 
Hammad and his Iraqi coun- 
terpart Wataban AI Hassan 
concerning bilateral coopera- 
tion in security affairs. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) quoted Mr. Hammad 
later as saying that Jordan’s 
support for the Iraqi people 
was an expression of solidarity 
in the face of the current cir- 
cumstances. 


According to INA, Mr. 
Hammad said the U.N. im- 
posed embargo on Iraq was no 
longer justified because the 
Iraqi government has proved 
its commitment to all U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
and has implemented them. 

Mr. Hammad toured several 
religious and development pro- 
jects in Iraq and paid tribute to 
the Iraqi people’s efforts after 
the Gulf war to rebuild their 
nation. 

The Iraqi minister of inir -or 
paid tribute to Jordan’s p- 
port in the face of what be 
termed plots directed against 


the Iraqi people i i Iraq’s 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity, said the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 


Petra quoted Mr. AI Hassan 
as describing Jordan's stand as 
honourable, and the Iraqi- 
Jordanian relations as disting- 
uished in all fields. 


Mr. Hammad, who was 
accompanied on the trip to 
Iraq by a delegation from his 
own ministry and the Public 
Security "'“partment (PSD) 
returner Amman Friday 
evening. 


Health Ministry turns back 
JD 500,000 coffee import 


By Elia NasraDah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Health 
Ministry last week aborted an 
attempt by a local merchant 
to market JD 500,000 of con- 
taminated coffee beans in the 
Kingdom and forced a vessel 
laden with the merchandise 
to leave Aqaba harbour. 

Health Minister Abdnl 
Rahim Malhas told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that the 
merchant, whose name he 
declined to release, had tried 
all means and various forms 
of pressure on the govern- 
ment to bring in the ship- 
ment. 

“We had examined a sam- 
ple of the coffee beans at our 
main laboratories in Aqaba; 
the beans had very bad smell, 
and were found to be con- 
taminated. The lab issued a 
certificate urging the port au- 
thorities not to allow the 
shipment to he unloaded," 
Dr. Malhas id. 

The ministry regularly ex- 
amines samples of all types of 
food entering the country, 
but has intensified inspec- 
tions recently, assisted by the 
modern laboratory facilities 
in the port city, the minister 
said, who added that the cof- 
fee bean shipment would 
have been sufficient for Jor- 
dan’s needs for at least six 
month*. 

The local authorities last 
month announced a 280 fils 


per kilogramme hike in the 
price of coffee in Jordan be- 
cause of the rise in prices on 
the world market, said the 
minister. He added that it is 
in such a dimate, when prices 
rise and commodities are in 
short supply, that the so- 
called “garbage market” 
thrives, with some merchants 
seeking to market contamin- 
ated merchandise and earn- 
ing a fortune in the process. 

Dr. Malhas said that at one 
stage he had to send a sample 
of the rejected shipment 
together with the laboratory 
report to the Prime Ministry 
in order to make his point 
dear to the prime minister 
and the government, who 
had been exposed to enor- 
mous pressure on the part of 
file local wealthy merchant. 


Stressing that the Health 
Ministry was pursuing all ave- 
nues and doing all that was in 
its power to prevent under- 
handed dealings m matters 
related to public health. Dr. 
Malhas said that a few days 
ago the health authorities in 
Aqaba bad to destroy a corn 
laminated shipment of toma- 
to paste. 

A total of 1,480 bags of 200 
kilos each were packed on 
board a vessel that arrived in 
Aqaba recently, and samples 
of the paste were tested at the 
laboratories in the usual pro- 
cedure required, the minister 
said.. 


It was discovered, said Dr. 
Malhas, that the shipment 
had originated in Jordan 
where the paste was first pro- 
duced in 1992. But the pro- 
duct had spoiled because of 
unorthodox storage facilities 
or perhaps dne to the heat, 
according to Dr. Malhas. 

‘ He said the shipment was 
destined for an importer in 
Italy who, after examining 
fire samples, selected part of 
the merchandise and re- 
turned the rest to Aqaba. 

When asked about mea- 
sures to start Saturday moni- 
toring water springs and wa- 
ter tankers telling drinking 
water, the minister said that 
the process will continue in- 
tensively, until the end of 
June. But, he said, the health 
authorities will continue spot 
checks throughout the year; 

The head of the Health 
Department in the Amman 
area, Qais Halaweh, had told 
the Jordan Tunes that a simi- 
lar campaign launched last 
April found 28 water tanker 
owners in violation of safety 
standards. But the minister 
Friday said that the number 
of violators had risen to 35 by 
end of last week. 

Those and other violators 
are fined, but stricter mea- 
sures could be imposed and 
their licences could be re- 
voked should the violation be 
repeated, explained the 
minister. 


German state minister ends visit 


Talks centre on bolstering economy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A German 
delegation, led by Dieter 
Sport, minister of economic 
affairs in the state of Baden 
Wurttemberg, Friday con- 
cluded a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan and left for home. 

Upon ending his talks with 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Thursday, Dr. Spori 
said he has reiterated Ger- 
many's determination to con- 
tinue to provide the Kingdom 
with all forms of assistance and 
to further bolster bilateral rela- 
tions, especially in tourism and 
economic affairs. 

“I also voiced Bonn's inten- 
tion to exert efforts through 
the European Union for the 
allocation of more European 
economic assistance to Jorda- 
nian development schemes,” 
said the state minister. 

He said that in talks with 
Jordanian ministers over the 
past two days the two sides 
agreed on matters related to 
the transfer of modem technol- 
ogy from German institutions 
to small and medium size 
Jordanian projects, and agreed 
to maintain open channels of 
communication between both 
countries' firms and business 


Trade Rima Khaiaf and Minis- 
ter of Planning Ziad Fariz and 
discussed Jordanian-German 
economic and trade links. 

Dr. Khaiaf was reported by 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 


ra, as proposing the creation of 
a higher German- Jordanian 
business council tbat could 
channel information and help 
exchange ideas about invest- 
ment projects in Jordan. 



THE AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 


executives. 

The German state minister 
and his team had earlier met 
with Minister of Industry and 


The ABS is still accepting applications for enroll- 
ment for the next academic year 94/95 in the 
following grades: 

Grade 6: The English Medium Section 

The Bilingual Section 4 
Grade 7: ☆ 

Grade 9: ☆ 

Grade 10: Bridge Year 
Grade 11: Tawjihi Science Stream 
r Very few places available) 

For more information and details 
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Court for the constitution 

THE ISSUE of whether the Pharmacists Association is 
constitntional or not is currently under review at the 
Higher Court of Justice. Another issue, whether 
forming a teachers’ onion would be constitutional or 
not, is T.riog reviewed by another body, the Higher 
Cotmdl. This confusion has arisen from the fact that 
Jordan has no independent judicial constitutional 
court, like the case is in other countries, for example 
Egypt. 

The former legal issue, that of the Pharmacists 
Association, surfaced when the union filed a case 
against the Minister of Health for his handling of 
government-employed pharmacists. The minister 
reacted by contesting the constitutionality of the 
association itself. According to the Minister of Justice, 
Taher Hikmat, Jordan’s Hi gh er Court of Justice does 
not look into the constitution ity of laws per se, 
rather, it looks l:-:o decisions that are issued under law 
that can be ants stitutional . Mr. Hikmat had aiM in 
an article published in November 1992 that the court, 
therefore, “would only contest the decision or the 
.procedure issued in accordance to a law that contra- 
dicts the constitution.” The court, Mr. Hikmat 
i concluded, cannot annul a valid law, even if it 
I concluded that it was unconstitutional. 

The second body that can decide if a law is 
constitutional or not is the Higher Conned. This 
: council is made op of nine members, four senators and 
: five most senior judges. For it to pass resolutions, the 
council needs a majority of six votes. This conned is 
entrusted, in addition to trying ministers for any 
wrongdoing while serving in office, to “the interpreta- 
tion of the articles of the constitution if required to by 

■ ifce Cabinet or a majority decision by any of the two 

■ Mooses of Partiament.” 

When the last parliament demanded the government 
: legislate for forming a teacher’s union, the govern- 
ment, fearful of a political group do minating the 
j association, asked the council to rale whether a 
teachers’ onion was constitutional or not. The councd 
met then but its vote was split five to four on the issue, 
thus foiling to reach a decision. 

The issue of whether trade unions should be 
involved in politics has resurfaced since the Prime 
Minister, Abdul Salam Majali, took office last year. 
The constitution does not explicitly state that Jordan 
cam form unions. Bat it does state, in article 16, that 
Jordanians have the right to form societies and 
political parties. 

Constitntional experts, including the former Chief 
Justice Najib Rashdan, believe the term societies does 
include trade and professional unions. He argues that 
the right had hem acquired since the first trade union 
was established in the 1950s. 

The controversy though points to the need of a new 
formula to settle ad disputes relating to the subject, 
most appropriately through a constitutional amend- 
ment. 

The higher councd as it is made up now, though 
constitutional, is not judicial. The feet that four out of 
its nine members are senators makes it half political 
and half judicial. That seems to necessitate the 
creation of constitutional court or entrusting this task 
to the Higher Court of Justice. That, though, requires 
a constitutional amendment, which is not, unfortu- 
nately, about to be enacted. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstoor strongly criticised a decision 
for moving the headquarters of the Economic and Social 
Commissioner for Western Asia (ESCWA) from Amman to 
Beirut as an unjustified action resulting from a hostile political 
stand on the part of certain Arab states. Taher Al Adwan said 
that it is true that the decision was taken by a majority vote, 
bat that vote was that of those states which harbour enmity 
towards the Kingdom for its national and neutral stand during 
the Gulf crisis. During its stay in Amman, ESCWA proved 
that it is far better functioning in the Kingdom than elsewhere 
in the Arab states largely due to the stability and security 
which this country enjoys, he said. Amman has proved to be 
the most eligible venue for various regional and international 
agencies as it lies in the heart of the Arab World and continues 
to host and to provide services to numerous organisations, 
continued Adwan. For this reason, said the writer, Jordan 
deserves support not enmity for its national stand vis-a-vis the 
Israeli designs and for its continued support and help to the 
Palestinian people. 

A COLUMNIST in Sawt Al Shaab daily urged the concerned 
authorities to widen the Amman-Madaba road so as to cater to 
die ever growing volume of traffic and prevent road accidents. 
Nazih Qousus said that the road was built years ago when a 
relatively small number of vehicles was using it, but with the 
vast developments in economic, transport and social fields in 
the areas between Amman and Madaba and in the light of the 
increased traffic along the road between the two cities, the 
time has come for the local authorities to think about ways to 
ease traffic congestion ar.c widen the road, said the writer. He 
said over the past year tragic accidents occurred on this road 
with heavy loss of life and property. He said the Ministries of 
Tourism and Transport ought to join bands with the Ministry 
of Public Works to ensure the implementation of this very vital 
project that would positively contribute towards the develop- 
ment of the regions in the southern Amman areas. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Mnsa Keflani 


A setback in the making 


THE WAR of words over Palestinian self-rule and the status 
of Jerusalem between Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is the best indicator yet 
of the numerous well-known problems that the two rides will 
have to confront and settle before it could be said that the 
Arabs and the Israelis are on their way to a just, comprehen- 
sive and durable peace. But what we Muslims and Christians 
risk in tiie meantime is a further setback in our quest for our 
rights in Jerusalem. 

Mr. Rabin’s persistent attacks and criticism of the way Mr. 
Arafat and his aides in the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) have been building Palestinian self-rule in Gaza and 
Jericho reflect an anxiety to ensure that the PLO-orcbestrated 
autonomy fells very much in tine with Israeli designs. 
Obviously the Israeli prime minister is seeking to preempt any 
success of the autonomy beyond the limitations set by Israel 
with a view of diluting the international impressions of 
Palestinian abilities to take care of themselves in the long run. 

Among the factors that help Mr. Rabin and his Labour 
Party in achieving that objective is the split in the Palestinian 
ranks and the way the PLO leadership is ha ndl i ng self-rule. 
Mr. Rabin’s pointed reminders of Palestinian shortcomings in 
the autonomy arrangements are not helpful suggestions 
directed at Mr. Arafat and the PLO in a s mn e h as they are a 

fo tile international cfwmwrnirty that it is only a matter 

of time the Palestinians fall flat on their face while grappling 
with their newfound but limited freedoms in Gaza ana Jericho 
and prove to be a burden for donors. 

The Israeli strategy, played out in public as well as behind 
the diplomatic scene, has already firmed np delays in the 
channelling of international financial assistance to the Palesti- 
nians. And this does not exactly bode well for the Israeli desire 
to let the Palestinians see tangible improvements in their 
standards of living. The net result of the Israeli move could 
very well end up in a dismal failure of the “self-rule 
experiment” — as Israeli and American officials call it in 
private — an eventuality that Mr. Rabin and his aides will be 
better off taking into consideration while planning their future 
moves. 

At the same side, the bright side of the equation is that 


Israeli criticism of Palestinian self-rule could contribute to 
raising PLO efficiency, something we as Arabs look forward 
to. Hopefully, the PLO leadership would rise up to the 
challenge of the day and prove the Israelis wrong. 

It is totally a d i ffere n t kettle of fish when it comes to 
Jerusalem. Here, Mr. Raton is obviously using Mr. Arafat asa 
smokescreen on several fronts, unduding the internal political 
tug-of-war between the Labour and Ukud. 

It was no coincidence that a Labour Party “masterplan” to 
divide the Holy Qty into religious “zones” was “l e ak e d" to 
the Israeli media. The ‘‘masterplan,” according to reports, 
calls for five Jewish, three Muslim and two Christian “zones” 
in Jerusalem without jeopardising the status quo and allowing 
Israel to continue to reign supreme and Haim Jerusalem as its 
“eternal, indivisible’' capital. 

On the one band, Mr. Rabin wants to establish in the 
international psyche that, regardless of the Sept. 13 declara- 
tion of principles Israel signed with the PLO in Washington, 
the Jewish state never entertained any serious consideration of 
discussing the status of Jerusalem on the baas of the historic 
and religious rights of Muslims and Christians in the Holy 
Qty. Instilting an inherent feeling among aD those who are 
anxious to ensure that Muslim and Christian rights are 
respected in Jerusalem that Israel never accepted the concept 
of an arrangement based on those rights in the corner-stone of 
Mr. Rabin’s strategy on the external front. 

On the internal front, Mr. Rabin, mindful of the sentiments 
of the Israeli constituency, is using the war of words with Mr. 
Arafat over “jihad” to liberate Jerusalem to tell the Israeli 
voters that a Labour-led Israeli government would never let go 
of absolute control over Jerusalem and that, if anything, me 
autonomy arrangement with the Palestinians would only 
consolidate the Jewish state’s designs and its Haims to the 
Hedy City. 

That accounts for Israel’s dedicated campaign to prevent the 
Palestinians from running autonomy from Jerusalem and new 
questions being rased over the very presence of self-rule 
administrators in the Orient House m Arab Jerusalem. 
Probably, the next Israeli step is to dose down the Orient 
House and send a message to the electorate that self-rule or no 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Yemenis could use a truce; 
Israel’s actions bely its words 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE DEVELOPMENT in 
Yemen and other Middle 
Eastern issues dominated 
topics discussed by the local 
Arabic press in the past 
week. Domestic affairs and 
pan-Arab questions were all 
correct. 

Yemen is not in need of a 
river of blood and devasta- 
tion to prove that Arab unity 
is feasible, said’ Taher Al 
Adwan, a columnist in Al 
Dustour newspaper. 

The Yemenis should take a 
lesson from the aril wars that 
occurred elsewhere in the 
Arab World and should real- 
ise that war can only breed 
hatred that does not contri- 
bute to unity or to solidarity, 
said the writer. Should the 
war continue the situation in 
Yemen would be more or less 
.like that in Yugoslavia and 
Somalia with foreign forces 
intervening in the country's 
affairs said the writer. 

Salameh Ekour. a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab dai- 
ly, criticised the Arab League 
for referring the Yemeni cri- 
sis to the United Nations. 
demanding that it interfere to 
stop the fighting there. 

These contacts raise our 
anxiety and suspicions be- 
cause they mean a cal! for the 
internationalisation of the 
situation in the Yemen, said 
the writer. 

The Arab League’s call to 
the United Nations is an in- 
vitation for the foreign pow- 
ers to interfere in Yemen’s 
internal affairs and would 
lead to the shedding of more 
blood, he said. 

Foreign intervention is 
bound to be bloodier than 
that which occurred in Soma- 
lia and Yugoslavia and would 
never contribute towards- 
safeguarding Yemen's unity, 
he said. 

Huda Fakhouri. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i. compared 
the fighting in Yemen to the 
collapse of Ma’reb Dam in 

the pre-Islamic era. noting 
that the devastation is so 
heavy in both cases, thus 
retarding development for 
decades to come. The writer 
said that it is strange to see 
the Yemeni leaders resorting 


to fratreddal conflict after 
learning of the outcome of 
similar strife that occurred in 
Lebanon. Somalia and 
Yugoslavia. But the writer 
added that the scenario in 
Yemen is definitely of the 
making of the major power 
assisted by their allies in their 
region and motivated by the 
foreign powers’ interests in 
the Yemeni oil wealth. 

Al Ra’i paper said in an 
editorial that a ceasefire to 
rive the two sides a chance 
for dialogue is badly required 
and such truce can by no 
means adversely affect Ye- 
men’s unity. The truce is 
beneficial for the people of 
Yemen to take stock of what' 
has' happened to their coun- 
try and to urge their respec- 
tive leaders to opt for dia- 
logue and end the war, said 
the paper. The leaders of the 
two warring sides should opt 
for democracy and seek the 
views of their people con- 
cerning the fighting in 
their land, demanded the 
paper. 

Al Dustour daily described 
Israel's raid at Hizbollah's 
training positions in Lebanon 
Thursday as a barbaric crime 
that resulted in the death of 
scores of people. 

The aggression on Leba- 
non is bound to delay any 
peace efforts along the 
Israeli-Lebanese track and 
would lay obstacles in the 
path of peace in general, said 
the paper. The timing of this 
crime, which coincided with 
renewed efforts for the re- 
sumption of the peace pro- 
cess. leaves no doubt that 
Israel does not wish to see 
any peace established in the 
region or to implement U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
425 on its withdrawal from 
Lebanon, said the daily. 

By committing a new 
aggression against Lebanon. 
Israel is making it clear to the 
world that it is not concerned 
with any peace with its north- 
ern neighbour whose water 
continues be stolen by the 
Jewish state, said Al Ra'i 
daily. Peace and crime can 
never meet and aggression 
can never contribute to the 


success of peace talks along 
any of the Arab-Israeli 
tracks, added the daily. 
Words of condemnation on 
the part of the world com- 
munity can by no means re- 
duce the sufferings of the 
people, and only the imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolu- 
tions and the end of occupa- 
tion can bring back justice 
and stability to the whole 
region, said the paper. 

Saleh Al Qallab, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, tack- 
led the schedulled June 6 
meeting in Washington by 
the U.S.-lsraeli-Jordanian 
joint committee describing 
the meeting as a new effort to 
give impetus to the whole 
peace process. 

The writer said he was 
optimistic that the success of 
tilis meeting would open the 
way for successes along the 
Jordanian-Lsraeli track and 
would pave the ground for a 
settlement of the Jordanian 
demand for the return of its 
occupied territories in the 
southern regions of the Dead 
Sea. 

SaJah Jarrar, a columnist in 
Al Ra'i, criticised the United 
States for supplying long 
range war planes to Israel, 
saying that this would further 
enhance Israel’s aggressive 
capabilities in the region. The 
writer said that the Amer- 
icans intend to keep the Jew- 
ish state the dominant force 
in the region. Any peace that 
does not entail striping the 
Zionist of their war arsenal 
can have no chance to sur- 
vive. he added. 

Mazen Hammad. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. consi- 
dered Turkey's derision to 
resume border trade with 
Iraq as a welcome develop- 
ment that should be copied 
by all Arab states. The writer 
said that they are signs in the 
United Natftyts chat the sanc- 
tions on Iraq are to be lifted 
with Russia. France and Chi- 
na supporting tile lifting of 
the embargo and it is hoped 
that the Arab states would 
take the lead in ending the 
sanctions and force the world 
to open up trade links with 


the uaqi people who have 
suffered for so long. The 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation and the World 
Health Organisation have 
issued a joint statement 
warning against the outbreak 
of wide scale famine in Iraq 
as a result of the continued 
embargo, said the writer, 
who added that the time has 
come for the Arabs and the 
world community to seriously 
discuss the lifting of the sanc- 
tions and end human suffer- 
ing. 

Nazih. a columnist in Al 
Ra'i daily, said that the 
school are about to close 
their doors for the summer 
holiday sending away hun- 
dreds of thousands of stu- 
dents home and into the 
streets, with most of them 
expected to be idle for at | 
least two months. Judging 
from past years experiences, 
idleness leads to trouble on 
the part of the youth who 
tend to cause disturbance to 
their districts in different 
forms or more serious ' inci- 
dents through quarrels in the 
streets where they play foot- 
ball and endanger them- 
selves. said the writer. He 
said that the ministeries of 
youth and education should 
join hands to find a suitable 
solution to this problem 
through opening school yards 
and recreational centres for 
the youths activities. 

Ahmad Husban, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. said 
domestic tourism is not suc- 
cessful largely due to the 
poor services at the tourist 
sites and the exorbitant prices 
charged by hotels. The writer 
said that many tourist and 
travel agents succeed in their 
business by despatching 
groups for a week's holiday 
abroad largely because they 
get reasonable rates. He said 
the cost of one day and night 
at a hotel in Aqaba is equiva- 
lent to three in any other 
Middle Eastern country. The 

writer suggested that special 

rates and package trips be 
worked out by the private 
and public tourism sectors to 
encourage Jordanians to visit 
sites in their own country. 


self-rule Palestinians will not enjoy any “privileges” in 
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A careful look al what is available of 
dearly indicates that it envisages segregating the Muslim and 
Christian communities in such a way that those two commimt- 
ties would be led to a loggerhead while the Jews would be 
assured of absolute control of Jerusalem. . 

We in Jordan, led by the Hashemite* — the rightful 
guardians of the Islamic holy shrines in Jerusalem and who 
have vowed to defend the rights with blood — have been 
calling for a substantial and meaningful Ch nsrian -Mnshm 
itialiwua which, among other things, will have Jerusalem as a 
priomy. Good ground has indeed been covered, bat not 
enough. For some reason or the other, the pledges that 
international Muslim and Christian leaders make in. dedicated 
forums are not translated into action, and we are left wrtha 
feeling that we would still be pressing an apathetic world for 
action in the year 2000. , . , 

In the meantime, the ongoing Rabin- Ararat clash over 
Jerusalem is helping Israel build more stones in its already 
fortified grip on Jerusalem. 

It is qmte dear that regardless of the developments on the 
IsraetirPaiestinian front and the postponement of debate on 
Jerusalem under the Israel-PLO accord , we Musli ms aid 
fhrirfiaiw have to come np with a dear strategy to counter 
Israel’s exploitation of our own inaction. Otherwise, all our 
cries and demands will go down in the damour of the 
deliberate d iv ersi onary tactics planned and executed by Israel: 

A lethargic 
Hong Kong 

By David Stamp 

Renter 


HONG KONG — Five years 
ago, a millio n Hong Kong 
people stood up to be 
counted in support of those 
killed in China for deman- 
ding freedom and democra- 
cy. 

But now few in tire British 
colony will stand up and be 
counted even for their own 
freedoms as Hong Kong 
heads for reunion with China 
in 1997, democracy campaig- 
ners say. 

“I sense a kind of lethargy 
arising from a feeling of in- 
adequacy,” said legislator 
Jimmy McGregor. 

“Many, many in Hong 
Kong are now going over 
enthusiastically to... cooper- 
ating with China" he said. 
“Anybody who says dif- 
ferently gets clobbered or is 
out.” 

In 1989 tire student protes- 
ters on Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square aroused strong sup- 
port in Hong Kong. When 
the Chinese army crushed the 
protests and killed many on 
June 4, the colony went into 
deep shock. 

A million people marched 
on China’s de facto embassy 
in the colony and attitudes on 
both sides changed forever. 

Beijing, which a decade 
ago promised Hong Kong a 
high degree of autonomy in 
1997, began to regard it as a 
hotbed of subversion that 
needed to be tightly control- 
led after the handover. 

Hong Kong people, on 
the other hand, began to lose 
faith in the “one country, two 
systems” formula enshrined 
in the 1984 Sino-British joint 
declaration. Those who could 
get a foreign passport, and 
candidates demanding demo- 
cratic reform swept elections 
to the colonial legislature in 
1991. 

Five years after Tianan- 
men, the pro-democracy 
camp refuses to give up. Pro- 
testers regularly march to the 
local headquarters of the offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency, 
which serves as China's con- 
sulate in the colony. 

Only this week, six televi- 
sion journalists resigned in 
protest against alleged self- 
censorship of a documentary 
on the Beijing killings. The 
gesture, which probably 
means their careers are over, 
worked. The ATV station 
said the programme woukl be 
aired. 

But the effort to promote 
democracy is no longer a 
mass movement. Marches on 
Xinhua draw small crowds 
and a rally to commemorate 
the dead of 1989 is expected 
to attract at most 30,000 on 
Saturday, not a million. Only 


12,000 came last year. 

Pro-democracy legislators 
are vocal but remain a minor- 
ity because of Hong Kong’s 
system of limited democracy, 
which favours pro-business 
conservatives opposed to 
t confronting Beijing. 

In a blow to Hong Kong 
morale, China has made it 
dear that when it takes over 
h will overturn Governor 
Chris Patten’s reforms aimed 
at making the legislature 
more accountable. 

Legislator Emily Lau says 
little momentum remains. 
“To some people (the mem- 
ory) of course is important,” 
she said. “But in terms .of it 
becoming a driving force for 
the community in straggling 
for more democracy, in strag- 
gling to maintain the rule of 
law, our freedoms, I don’t 
think it’s there.” 

Rising living standards due 
to a boom in China have 
soothed worries for a while at 
least. “People feel the im- 
mediate future is still bear- 
able, but of course if you ask 
them what’s going to happen 
in two or three years’ time, 
nobody knows,” she said. 

Tsang Yok-Sing, who leads 
the pro-Beijing Democratic 
Alliance Party, admits he 1 
wept after the June 4 killings, j 

But be says what has hap- 1 
pened since in China — an 
economic boom — is far pre- 
ferable to the fate he says 
befell the Soviet Union, poli- 
tical liberalisation, economic 
collapse and disintegration of 
the state. 

“I would... take a pragma- 
tic view” be said. “At heart, 
many people in Hong Kong 
have a ...feeling that it is i 
fortunate that China ha$ not 
gone the same way that Rus- 
sia did.” 

But Mr. McGregor, who is 
increasingly at odds with the 
general chamber of com- 
merce he represents m the 
legislature, bemoaned the fa- 
ilure of businessmen to offer 
China sound advice. 

“People are becoming very 
reluctant to speak out,” be 
said. “I wish people here 
would speak up more strong- 
ly, _ not necessarily against 
China but to say what Hong 
Kong people think.” 

But China, which has re- 
cruited 150 advisers in Hong 
Kong plus a committee to 

E repare for the handover, 
ears only what it wants to 
bear, he said. 

“China will never select 
those who criticise,” said Mr. 
McGregor. “(The advisers) 
will never provide a range of 
opinions, they will only pro-, 
vide one opinion.” . 
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economic restructuring 
programme for the Kingdom. 

It also cleared the way for 
an IMF certification neces- 
sary for the government to 


involving the consumer or the 
retailer, said Dr. Fanek. 


tow „ nch . dc bt rescheduling 

talks with the Paris Chib. 


cussmT 1 ^ liU ± 5 ™ me Paris Club. 

Despite the government 
wT“«o cxolanatiniK th+ nwmfCi.* 




’ ** pk£* 


2RS> 


w , i 0,0 mantei mat con- 

wopnea, turner prices do not go down 
?”?««* 5nce they go up,” said a 

» we MkC imivirtpr on<4 moiU. »KT n 



two-and-a-half-year debate 
on the controversial levy. 

However, the analysts and 
officials expea the scepticism 
to make way for welcome 
once the tax takes bold and is 
translated into some price be- 
nefits in the market. 

“If the market forces opt to 
pass on the three per cent cut 
to the ultimate consumer 
then there will be a slight 
decline in prices of those 
items on which the rate of 
consumption tax was 10 per 
cent,” said Fahed Fanek, a 
noted economic analyst and 
columnist. 

But it is unlikely that retail 
outlets might do so, business- 
men say. “It is an unwritten 
rule in the market that con- 


Dr. Fanek agreed in gener- 
al with officials that there is 
little justification to com- 
plaints of ambiguity, pointing 
out that the tax will be levied 
at the points of entry to the 
Kingdom on imported pro- 
ducts wherever applicable 
and at the departure points to 
the local market at factories 
whose annual turnover ex- 
ceeds ID 100,000. 

Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh has said that the 
government intends to re- 
lease a booklet explaining 
how the tax would be levied 
’ at the various points of entry 
into the market. The depart- 
ment which used to handle 


the consumption tax at the 
Ministry of Finance will be in 
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importer and retailer. “No 
one will be willing to take a 
chance and reduce prices 
when there is a feeling in the 
market that things are nor 
dear.” 

The comment reflected a 
widely-heard complaint that 
the sales tax law, which 
cleared Parliament and was 
enacted on June 1 with the 
issuance .of a Royal decree 
last month, was ambiguous 
and that merchants did not 
know how to handle it. 

The local press carried 
commentaries critical of the 
levy, mostly quoting business 
circles arguing that the gov- 
ernment should clarify the 
.law and how it is being ap- 
plied. 

But, according to Dr. 
Fanek and government cm- 
; aais, the law is relatively 
' uncomplicated and that its 
! implementation only involves 
: importers and producers. 

■ “Others have to do nothing 


Charge of the sales tax. 

A government official who 
* preferred anonymity said: “it 
is simply naive and arguing 
for argument's sake that the 
law is ambiguous since the 
procedures of collecting the 
levy are simple and straight- 
forward." 

The official said the sales 
tax would be collected on 
imported products as applic- 
able along wirb the customs 
duties and other levies and 
the importer has to maintain 
a record of the levy to avoid 
double taxation for producers 
who use imported raw mate- 
rial in their products. 

Accounts will be adjusted 
on annual basts and those 
who paid the tax on imports 
will be allowed to write off 
the payments against the net 
sales tax they pay for the 
products leaving their pre- 
mises to the local market. 
Exports are exempt. 

Dr. Fanek said be had ex- 
pected the government to 

g ve it one or two months 
sfore actually enforcing the 
sales tax. “But obviously the 
government thought that the 
law could be abused by some 
circles and could spark more 
controversies than it could 
handle, and hence the enact- 
ment of the law as of June 1 
he said. 


‘Jerusalem issue 


could spark war’ 

(Cooiliitttd from page 1) 
and 1959 and now professor of 
strategic relations at Jerusalem 
University, said he favoured 
dhridiQg the Holy City into 
Arab and Jewish districts with 
one single municipal authority. 

Israel declared Jerusalem its 
“eternal capital" in i960, but 
Palestinians want to establish 
the capital of a future Palesti- 
nian state in East Jerusalem. 

Both sides have been in- 
creasingly pushing their claims 


to the dtj^ though its status 


will not be negotiated until 
after two years of Palestinian 
self-rule, launched in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho on May 4. 

Meanwhile the Israeli mayor 
of Jerusalem, Ehud Oimert, 
said he was elected last 
November to spread Jewish 
influence in East Jerusalem, 
the Haaretz reported Friday. 

Mr. Oimert told American 
Jewish sponsors in New York; 
“Why do you think I was 
elected? I was chosen to 
guarantee that Jews could buy 
property throughout Jeru- 
salem, in the west and east, in 
the old city and new city, inside 
the wall and outride, every- 
where." 

A top Islamic cleric called 
Friday for Muslims to take 
Jerusalem “by all means." 
although he backed the Israel- 
PaJesrmc Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) autonomy deal. 

Sheikh Jad Ai Haq Ali Jad 
Al Haq, bead of A] Azhar 
Islamic University in Cairo, 
said he was welcomed the 
agreement signed last month in 
the Egyptian capital to launch 
Palestinian self-rale. 

“I see in the agreement an 
end to bloodshed and a call for 
peaceful coexistence,” he told 
the United Arab Emirates dai- 
ly Al Ittihad. 

“But we all should work to 
regain Jerusalem for the Mus- 
lims by all means. The con- 
tinuation -of the occupation of 
Jerusalem means Muslims will 
remain colonised,” he said. 

“I affir m that Muslims have 
not yet lost their sources of 
strength and they can recover 
what has been usurped from 
them provided their intentions 
are sincere.” 


Yemenis fight despite truce acceptance 


(Continued from page I) 
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1 catch it,” he said, 
j There was no independent 
; word on whether southern 
• forces had succeeded in stop- 
i ping the northern move to cap- 
jture the village of Saber 18 
J kilometres north of Aden. Sa- 
ltier is the site of one of several 
{water plants serving the city. 

Southern defence ministry 
official Saleh Abdul Haq said 
Saber had been secured by a 
southern counter-attack and 
the northern advance party, 
which be said was composed 
mainly of non- Yemeni fight- 
ers, was in disarray. 

Soldiers at a checkpoint five 
kilometres south of Saber were 
calmer than on Thursday and 
more confident in their talk.of 
a northern setback. But they 
refused to allow journalists 
further north, saying the area 
was still dangerous. 

Analysts said southern 
forces would want to turn back 
the flanking manoeuvre with- 
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out having to deplete Aden’s 
mam defence line north and. 
east of Saber, where artillery, 
tanks and rocket launchers 
face the northern troops in the 
area of Al Anad military base. 

The northern government 
said it was wilting to put into 
effect the U.N. resolution 
which it had initially opposed 
as an interference in internal 
affairs. 

But it did not say if it 
accepted the ceasefire or was 
prepared to talk to the south- 
ern leaders it condemns as 
rebels. 

Mr. Lawzi said the next step 
in implementing the U.N. re- 
solution would come after the 
arrival of the U.N. fact-finding 
mission led by Mr. Brahimi. 

“They’ll decide on the par- 
ties who will negotiate,” he 
said. 

Diplomats said Sanaa, while 
not happy about the U.N. re- 
solution which failed to men- 
tion the unity of the country, 
has decided to deal with what it 


considered positive elements in 
it. 

“The government will try to 
make as much use as possible 
of die resolution according to 
its own interpretation of it and 
to show it is willing to abide by 
it while it continues its battle 
on both the military and di- 
plomatic fronts,” said one. 

All was quiet at Al Alam 
near the northeastern front, 
where southerners have block- 
ed a northern attempt to break 
out of the town of Zingibar 55 
kilometres northeast of Aden.' 

To the west, shells thun- 
dered from southern artillery 
towards northern forces trying 
to advance from the Tour Al 
Bahr and Al Turbah areas 100 
kilometres from Aden to link 
up at Saber with the northern 
flanking units. 

Southern forces were secure- 
ly in command of the Little 
Aden industrial area, site of 
the oil refinery. Their war- 
planes continued to take off 
from Aden airport to bomb 
northern troops. 


Non-aligned seek role 
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foreign ministers “noted the 
progress in the current con- 
tacts” between Iraq and the 
International Agency for Ato- 
mic Energy (IAEA) on im- 
plementing the U.N. Security 
Council resolution. 

The final text was changed 
from the initial draft which 
only mentioned the Kuwaiti 
position calling on Iraq to re- 
spect its sovereignty, inde- 
pendence and territorial .in- 
tegrity. 

But Iraq said the final ver- 
sion did not go far enough by 
leaving out any mention of the 
U.N.’s refusal to ease econo- 
mic sanctions despite the suf- 
fering of its people. 

An Arab delegate said be- 
fore the vote that NAM should 
recognise Iraq’s progress to 
prove that the organisation 
“has its own policies indepen- 
dent of the United Nations.” 
On Bosnia, the decimation 
called oq the Security Council 
to enforce a ceasefire through- 
out the republic, beef up the 

mandate of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force (UNPRO- 

FOR), and consider deploying 
troops along Bosnia's border 
'with ramp Yugoslavia. 

It also proposed a new inter- 
national peace conference on 
Bosnia that would indude Isla- 
T9: nuc and NAM representatives 
! as well as permanent Security 
-Council members, the Euro- 
: peari Union and the warring 
• parties. 

Rump Yugoslavia, though 
- technically a non-aligned mem- 
ber, was not invited to the 


Cairo meeting, a move which 
drew a sharp protest from Bel- 
grade this week. 

The declaration urged Israel 
to give up its nuclear weapons, 
despite repeated Israeli assur- 
ances that it does not possess a 
nuclear arsenal. 

The NAM ministers urged 
“all parties” in the Middle East 
to take steps to establish a 

nuclear-free zone in accord- 
ance with U.N. resolutions. 

“Pending its establishment 
(NAM ministers) called upon 
Israel to renounce possession 
of nuclear weapons,” the dec- 
laration said. 

It added that Israel should 
join the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and place its nuclear 
facilities under the IAEA safe- 
guards. 

A separate declaration said 
that while the basic principles 
of the movement were still 
valid, ministers agreed that 
“responding to the changes in 
international relations repre- 
sents the most important chal- 
lenge before the movement.” 

It said the world community 
had to address the contradic- 
tion between a growing trend 
towards international coopera- 
tion and economic integration 
the one hand ana “the 


on 


crippling effects of domestic 
and regional conflicts” on the 
other. 

A final plenary session of the 
meeting on Friday was ex- 
pected to confirm the choice of 
Colombia to host the move- 
ment’s next summit next year 
and take over its chairmanship 
from Indonesia. 


N. Korea warns 
against sanctions 


(Continued from page 1) 


move was expected, but China, 
which has urged more dia- 
logue. tried unsuccessfully up to 
the last minute to persuade the 
Security Council president to 
postpone Mr. Bhx's appear- 


ance, diplomats said. 

Mr. Blix was nonetheless en 


route for New York aboard the 
supersonic Concorde jetliner 
and was expected to address 
the Council late Friday, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

Officials from Japan, South 
Korea and the United States 
were to open talks in Washing- 
ton Friday reportedly to dis- 
cuss joint sanctions to be im- 
posed against North Korea in 
the case of an unsuccessful 
U.N. measure against the 
country. 

North Korea meanwhile' 
test-fired another anti-ship 
missile over the Sea of Japan, a 
Japanese government Source 
said. 


The source said North Korea 
fired the missile, believed to be 
an upgrade version of the 
Chinese-designed Silkworm, 
over the Sea of Japan on 
Thursday. 


It was the second known 
test-firing by the Stalinist state 
of an anti-ship missile this 
week. Tokyo and Washington 
had separately said North 
Korea fired the first one into 
the Sea of Japan on Tuesday. 

The Japanese source played 
down the significance of the 
tests. 
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Crown Prince, Princess return 


(Continued 
seminar on the Middle East 
peace process and addressed 
a conference organised by the 
London-based Inter- 
parliamentary Council 
Against Anti-Semitism. 

In his lecture at the semi- 
nar On the peace process, 
organised by the Royal Un- 
ited Services Institute, the 
Crown Prince said the 
“worst" seems to be over in 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, but 
much remained to be done in 
the search for a just, durable 
and comprehensive settle- 
ment. 


from page 10 } 

In his addres&s at the Intcr- 
Parliamentary Council 
Against Anti-Semitism, 
Crown Prince Hassan called 
for the establishment of a 
body to fight "Islamophobia” 
in Europe. On May 25, the 
Crown Prince took a leading 
rote in launching an inter- 
faith declaration on a Code of 
Business ethics, which, be 
said, would seek to “dispel 
misconception, to go beyond 
the easy stereotype^ to 
achieve a real dialogue on the 
basis of the three monotheis- 
tic religions’ moral, ethical 


and spiritual values.” 

The Crown Prince and 
Princess Sarvath were re- 
ceived upon their arrival in 
Amman by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein and Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, 
other Royal Family mem- 
bers, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, speakers of the 
two Houses of Parliament, 
Cabinet members and senior 
officials. 


Information Minister 
Jawad Al Anani also re- 
turned from London on the 
same plane. 



Lebanese woman reads the Koran to her 
children hi their Sooth Lebanon home as Israeli 


phmw carry out intensive : 
over the region (AFP photo) 


Israel masses troops on Lebanon border 


(Continued from page 1) 


“The resistance will re- 
spond... regardless of the tim- 
ing,” the group’s secretary- 
general Hassan Nasrallah, told 
some 15,000 people taking part 
in a funeral procession for 
eight of the slam guerrillas in 
Beirut's southern suburbs. 

“The mujahedeen (holy 
warriors) are still here. Yester- 
day we had tens of suicide 
attackers, today we have not 
hundreds, we have 
thousands,” added the Mack- 
turbaned sheikh to chants of 
“Zionists wait, wait, Hizbollah 


are 


le u.s. ambassador to 
Lebanon warned that the 
escalation of violence between 
Israel and the Hizbollah 
threatened the Middle East 
peace process. 

Mark Hambley was speaking 
after a meeting with President 
Elias Hrawi “to discuss the 
best ways to try to calm down” 
the tension that has gripped 
Lebanon after the Israeli air 
raid. 

“Once violence is spreading, 
there is a threat to the peace 
process," Mr. Hambley said. 

The United States was in 
contact with Israel, Syria and 
Lebanon to contain the vio- 
lence. 

“Our interest is to try to put 
an end to these actions which 
are begetting violence. The cy- 
cle of violence is of no interest 
to anyone except for those who 
do not want peace,” he said. 

The ambassador called for 
“concerted efforts by all the 
parties concerned to calm 
down the atmosphere, to try 
and make it possible once 
again to make the peace pro- 
cess work.” 

Peace negotiations “cannot 
take place in an atmosphere 
where there is shelling, bomb- 


ing, violence,” he said. 

Israel accused Syria of sitting 
idly b/ while guerrillas under 
its control plot attacks on 
Israel from Lebanon. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told U.S. Ambassador 
Edward Djerejian at a meeting 
on Thursday to press Syria to 
rein in Hizbollah, an Israeli 
spokesman said. 

Defending the raid Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal told 
army radio: “Syria sits with its 
arms folded. It doesn’t prevent 
these actions. No question it 
has the ability to do so.” 

“Israel had no choice left but 
to defend its residents and civi- 
lians with the actions that-were 
carnal put,” be said. 
a In Cairo non-aligned foreign 
ministers condemned the 
Israeli air raid, saying the ac- 
tion endangered Middle East 
peace. 

Delegates to the 109- 
member group, gathering on 
the last day of a ministerial 
meeting, unanimously passed a 
resolution calling for immedi- 
ate United Nations and big 
power action. 

“The Non-Aligned Move- 
ment... calls on the (U.N.) 
Security Council... the United 
States and the Federation of 


Russia, to take action im- 
mediately to put an end to 
these acts of aggression and 
escalation in order to save the 
peace process from collaps- 
ing,” the resolution said. 

“This new massacre perpe- 
trated by Israel, and all pre- 
vious Israeli acts of kidnap, 
terrorism and piracy in the 
depth of Lebanon, aims at 
torpedoing the peace process,” 
it added. 

The movement expressed 
“full solidarity with Lebanon, 
both government and people 
and confirms its total support 
of the legitimate right of Leba- 
non. to self-defence, by. all 
means - available, against the 
Israeli occupation.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said the 
attacks showed “Israel’s pre- 
meditated intentions (of) seek- 
ing to destroy the peace pro- 
cess and do away with any 
chance of its snccess.” 

Egyptian delegate Nabil Al 
Arabi said the attacks “consti- 
tute a serious menace to the 
peace process.” 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation said the Jewish 
state was not following up 
peace talks with its Arab 
neighbours. 


Gaza police chief talks tough 


(Continued from page 1) 


the rigoxs of training after only 
a week. 

“They couldn’t keep up,” 
Mr. Abu Zaideh said of the 
recruits from the Fateh Hawks, 
the militant Gaza group 
aligned with PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat’s main [stream Fateh 
organisation, Mr. Abu Zaideh, 


himself a senior Fateh figure in 
I Televi- 


Gaza, spoke to Israel 
sion on Tuesday. 

The Hawks 


■JT.r 


on 


Thursday by publishing a leaf- 
let in the Gaza Strip threaten- 


ing Mr. Abu Zaideh with vio- 
lence, Israel Radio said. 

“When we fonght the 
Israelis, you hid like a mouse,” 
the radio quoted the leaflet as 
saying. 

The Fateh Hawks, one of 
the main militant groups that 
had fought Israel’s occupation 
of Gaza, had hoped to make 
up the bulk of local pr<V>. 
recruits. 


attack was retaliation fer 
Thursday's Israeli raid on guer- 
rillas of Lebanon’s Hizbollah 
(party of God) group. 

While the Israeli army re- 
jected the claim, Israeli n*- - 
ary sources said an aim* ->.•> 

travelling the Gaza bo. 

Israel had come und 
But the army and 
mans in the strip sail 
had been hurt in the 
On Thursdayyunk 
assailants firebombed 
boose of one of the prop 
members of the Palestmia- 
thority. 

No one was inj 
attack on the bon. 
lebem Mayor Elias 
is designated to be t 
man authority offida, 
ble for tourism and a ■ 

Mr. Freij told tlu ri 
ated Press that his h. :■>. 


Bethlehem was hit by fiv 

1 . lo' v 


The Hawks had celebrate-? 
with kisses, flowers, and gun- 
fire in the air when the firs* 
Palestinian policemen arrVti 
from overseas in mid-May. 
Some 150 Hawks immediately 
signed on for the new force ard 
reported for training at a police 
base in Jericho. 

Weeks later, the goodwill 
soured and half of the Hawks 
were sent home. 


“They didn’t anticipate dis- 
cipline and serious training,” 
Mr. Abu Zaideh said. 

In Damascus, the Islamic Jihad 
group said it killed two Israeli 
soldiers in the Gaza Strip on 
Friday but the Israeli army 
denied the daim. 

Islamic Jihad, which opposes 
the self-rale deal with Israel, 
said in a foxed statement the 


bombs at 8:30 p.m. 

(17:30 GMT). 

The firebombs sf : 

aged two bedroom* 
six year-old daughter ^ 
14-year-old son were siee- r > 
Mr. Freij said. Afterwards, tnc 
attackers stoned his home. 

The Israeli army spokes- 
man’s offlfte confirmed the 
attack, and said it was sear- 
ching for perpetrators. 

Mr. Freij said he was sure 
the attackers were Palesti- 
nians. He suspected drug- 
dealers, and not Palestinian 
extremists opposed to the 
PLO-Israel accord. 


Mr. Freij did not go into 
detail as to why criminals 
would target him . 

“I have cracked down on 
them ... I have my means of 
dealing with them,” he said. 


Is lamis ts rejec. municipalities law 


(Continued from page 10) 


In a May 26 statement, the 
Brotherhood called on Zarqa 
residents to demand that the 
government dissolve its 
appointed municipal council 
and restore the elected one. 
The statement said that Zar- 
qa had witnessed great prog- 
ress in providing services like 
electricity and garbage collec- 
tion under the management 
of the previous council 
headed by Mr. Omari, whose 
priority was “to serve his 
people." 

A conservative member of 
parliament who asked not to 
be named said that the gov- 
ernment’s decision to dis- 
solve the mimidpa] councils 
was probably prompted by a 
perceived fear of the Islam- 
ists’ spreading popularity. 

He also said that despite' 
the apparent opposition of 
Islamists to the government's 
policy in many issues, such as 
the sales tax law and the 
municipalities law, they 
(Islamists) arc very careful 


not to adopt a hostile attitude 
in their dealings with the 
government; hence Mr. 
Omari's subtle response to 
the dissolution of Zarqa’s 
council and his rejection of 
any interpretation that might 
create further friction with 
the government. 

“Islamists realise that the 
government has more power 
man they do, and any mis- 
take on their part might 
undermine the Islamic move- 
ment's growing influence on 
the street,” added the law- 
maker. 

Government officials were 
not available for comment on . 
the issue despite the accusa- 
tions levelled at the executive 
authority. 

Despite the ambiguity 
donding over the fate of the 
draft legislation, observers 
maintain that the main con- 
flict is caused by a power 
struggle which involves three 
parties: The government, 
Islamists and centrist law- 
makers. 


Clinton 
honours 
war heroes 


(CmUhmed from page 10) 

he said, is that men “chose 
violence over reason” and 
“dictators thirst for power pre- 
vailed over the natural and 
inviolable rights of the human 
person with the idea of the 
hegemony of a superior race 
that wipes out human brother- 
hood and leads inexorably to 
extermination and genocide.” 

Mr. Clinton walked by him- 
self among the rows of ample 
white crosses and stars of 
David. At the cross, he 
reached down and righted a 
small American flag that had 
toppled. 

Stopping at the marker of 
the grave of Ophelia Tiley, an 
American Red Cross worker 
killed on March 25,* 1944, Mr. 
Clinton was greeted by a 73- 
year-old nurse who served in 
World War II, June Wandty of 
Portage, Michigan. 

She was wearing the same 
brown uniform she wore a half 
century ago. 

The American dead are 
from three allied landings in 
Italy: Sicily on July 10, 1943; 
Salerno on $ef>t. 9, 1943, and 
Anzio — adjacent to the 
cemetery — on Jan. 22, 1944. 
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The Arab Jordanian Company For The Development 
of Private Education 

Rawdat Al-Ma’aref Schools and college (RJV.M.S) 



Foundation Year 

Mr. Basem Barakat, Director General FLA.M.S. / Amman, has signed an 
agreement with Brtthish Universities known as ‘Northern Consortium 1 to 
estatrifeh a Foundation Year at R.A.M.S/ Amman. This ambitious protect 
^ enable our high school graduates (without the need to study the GCE 
■O 1 level / *A’ level programs) to complete the requirements of a firet year of 
university ®! RA.M.S. and later join one of tweteve wall-known British uni- 

^ YT?. to „ obtain a The implementation of this 

agreement is scheduled for the academic year 94A35. 

The Northern Consortium consists at 

. .? rad !° ri ?' Un * V8ntJ *y of Huddersfield, University ol Leeds, 

ttoSSJxiS SST i , Un ™y:. ii niV8rsit y 01 Liverpool, Liverpool John 
Moores, Unhrerstfy, . University of Manchester. UMIST, Manchester Metro- 

E^ I r r ral t Univef8ity 01 Sart0rdl University of Sheffield, Sheffield 

HaBanm University. 
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Economy 



Weekly analysis of movements, trends of major world currencies forums 


* access 
to EU 
telecoms 
contracts 

: BRUSSELS (R) — Israeli 
. - Trade Mini ter Mkha Harista 
. -'argec ihc European Union 
. _ (EU) ^ Jay to open op EU 

- jgoverr. jiizt teleconamnnica- 
; lions k.: tracts to bids by 

Israeli Gttb as a way of nar- 
rowing It ael’s trade deficit 
with the EU. 

Mr. Harish told a news con- 
ference that opinion among 
-.EU member states appeared 
divided on this request. 

■ Some errantries, which be 
did not name, expected Israel 
to make new trade concessions 
in return for such access, for 
example by granting wider ac- 
cess to EU bids for Israeli 
energy and municipal services 
contracts. 

Mr. Harish said Israel 
should not have to make such 
concessions as it had already 
opened its market in such 
fields as electricity industry 
contracts without reciprocity 
by the EU. 

Mr. Harish was speaking be- 
fore completing a round of 
meetings with five EU commis- 
skmers daring which be stres- 
sed the priority Israel attaches 
to re s ea r ch and development 
p rovi si on s of a new ElMsaeJ 
agreement 

■ Mr. Harish said negoti a tions 
on the agre e m e nt , which will 
r ep la ce a 1975 accord between 
tire two sides, should be oom- 
(deted by the end of tire year. 

He said his country’s mam 

- priority in the negotiations was 
to be aide to partic ip ate as an 

' equal partner in the ElTs re- 
search and development activi- 
ties. 

“We would like to have a 
much dearer definition of re- 
search and development coop- 
eration because that is the 
key,” said the minister, adding 
: that Israel was also expanding 
technological cooperation with 
tiie United States, Japan and 
•China. 

Mr. Harish said Israel had $6 
trillion trade deficit with the 
EU last year, and that 
Europe's recession was the 
main factor holding back 
g rowth of EU-hnd trade. 

Mr. Harish said tides of ori- 
-!gjn set out in tire 1975 agree- 
jment should be altered to take 
. account of cha ng ed trading 
-practices followed the end of 
. tire add war. 

Specifically, in sectors such 
as textiles, he said that Israeli 
"materials exported to the EU 
;hrigfat be temporarily reex- 
ported to eastern Europe for 


Tbi s report is provided by Naser Naboisi, private client 
group at AferriZf Lynch — Dubai. Rates, where applicable, 
are as of Wednesday , June 1, 1994 

Overview 

Fundamental View; The dollar appears to be stabilising a gai nst 
the yen and the Deutschemark, despite underlying negative 
sentiment. We have recently moved to a more neutral projection 
for the dollar against the Deutschemark, based mainly on the 
view that most of the news that might have been expected to help 
the dollar is already behind us. U.S. rates have moved up, but are 
expected to stabilise for a while or rise only marginally over the 
course of the year. Germany has eased policy more rapidly than 
expected, but is also likely to pause for some time this summer. 

On balance, we now expect the dollar to remain in the DM 
1.60-to-1.70 range for most of the next year, and have moved our 
12-month target down from DM 1.75 to DM 1.70. We still expect 
Japan's trade surplus — politics or not — to keep upward pressure 
on the yen in the long term, and maintain our 12-month target of 
JPY/USD 95. 

Technical View: Aided by a 0.2 per cent rally against the Japanese 
yen, the U.S. dollar index posted its third gain in four weeks, 
despite the fact that the greenback actually lost ground against 
four of the six currencies that we most regularly monitor. 
Sentiment for the dollar is generally viewed as oversold, and 
momentum for the dollar index (as well as against four of the six 
currencies) is viewed as bottoming-to-up. This improving environ- 
ment suggests that the dollar's 1994 correction is on its last legs. 

We continue, therefore, to anticipate a summer rally by the 
dollar. Support for the index exists at 91.20 and 90.30. The ability 
to rally back through 93.50-94.00 would aid momentum and 
would add substance to the bottom-budding argument; a move 
tLrcugh 95.30 would likely confirm it. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: An earing of trade tensions between the U.S. 
and Japan, together with fears of central bank intervention, has 
helped to stabilise the dollar at the 104.6 level against the yen. 
Market participants continue to be quite sensitive to every nuance 
in U.S.-Japan trade relations, but there is little doubt that U.S. 
policy makers have made a decision to put financial market 
stability ahead of trade goals for the time being. But the yen could 
pro.-e to be difficult to stabilise because of Japan’s financial 
problems and the sheer size of Japan’s current account imbalance. 

Even with the recent hike in U.S. interest rates and lower 
overnight rates in Japan, it is not dear that Japanese investors are 
willing or able to finance the imbalance after having suffered large 
losses on their foreign and domestic investments in recent years. 


Thus, persistent dollaj-buying efforts by the central banks may be 
needed for some time to come to keep the yen from breaking ; 
through the JPY/USD 100 level. 

We continue to expect Japan to post a current account surplus * 

- of more than $125 billion this year. We expect the weight of that 
surplus, relative to underlying private sector capital flows, to 
push die dollar toward our 12-month target of 95 yen. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen fell 0.2 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar during the week ended May 27. Sentiment remains 
neutral, but has been improving in recent weeks. Short term 
momentum continues to Show signs of bottoming, so renewed yen 
strength is possible and at least raises the possibility Of a challenge 
of the recent highs. Nonetheless, medium term indicators bavd 
peaked, so any near term strength will not likely be confirmed and • 
may only serve to form a potentially important top. This would 
further build the evidence that the rally from at least last March's 
low (near 106 Y/U.SS), and quite likely from last January’s low 
(near 113) is in its latter stages. 

Given that long term oscillators are also deteriorating, the' 
currency may in coming weeks be in position for its most extended 
period of weakness in months — possible short term strength 
notwithstanding. Support at 106-112 is viewed as being signifi- 
cant; a breakdown through that range would do much to confirm . 
.the existence of a top. Benchmark resistance remains at 97-98. \ 

Dentscbemark 

Fundamental View: We recently trimmed our forecast for the 
dollar against the Deutschemark (again), based mainly on the 
view that most of the news that might have beep expected to help 
the dollar is already behind us. U.S. rates have moved up, but are 
expected to stabilise for a while or rise only marginally over the 
course of the year. Germany eased policy more rapidly than: 
expected in recent months, but is expected to pause for some time * 
this summer because M-3 money growth at an annual rate of 15.8' 
per cent in March remains for above the Bundesbank's target 
ceiling of 6 per cent. German industry also appears to be pulling 
out of recession sooner than expected with industrial output in 
April up 4.1 per cent from a year ago. 

With German inflation expected to fall to about 2 per cent early 
next year as short-term interest rates fell to 4 per cent, real 
interest rates in Germany actually seem set to rise relative to U.S* 
real rates. That view is based on our U.S. economics unit’s 
forecast that the Fed funds rate will stabilise at 4.5 per cent for an 
extended period against steady CPI inflation of about 3 per cent. 
Moreover, any tendency for the dollar to remain weak against the 
yen could have spillover effects on European currencies as well. 

On balance, we now expect the dollar to remain in the DM - 
1.60- to- 1.70 range for most of the next year, and have moved our 


When reimported into die 
7 EU, they could then be subject 
.-to duty, a situation Israeli 
would Eke to see changed since 
the • use of eastern Europe 
'‘jriants was at the initiative of 
' firms in west Europe, not 
-Israel. 


■ THE BETTER 

After all these years, 
your kisses are still 
soft and tender. 


China 
pledges 
to focus 
more funds 
on farming 

BEIJING (AFP) — The 
Chinese government is to in- 
vest 1.9 billion yuan ($219 mil- 
lion) in its agricultural de- 
velopment programme this 
year, up by 200 milli on yuan 
over 1993, the China Daily has 
said. 

Comprehensive agricultural 
development programme offi- 
cial Wang Xmjian said the 
funds would be used for de- 
velopment of crops, nvhning 
grain and cotton, as weti as be 
invested in forestry, animal 
bu s ha n da r y, side-tine produc- 
tion and fishery pro j ect s . 

Some 25 biOkm yuan has 
been invested by central and 
local governments in the prog- 
ramme since it was launched in 
1988. said Mr. Wang., 

The official’s comments 
come during a government 
campaign to danonstrate its 
renewed commitment to the 
development of agriculture, 
amid fears that disappointing 
summer grain and cotton har- 
vests win brighten discontent 
among the country’s 800 mil- 
lion farmers and boost national 
inflation. I 

In recent months, the gov-, 
eminent has moved to control ■ 
grain prices — which surged 40 
per cent in late 1993, 


Miseries of Yugoslavia are a lure 
for Sri Lankan job-seekers 


COLOMBO (AFP) — War- 
fiorn former Yugoslavia may be 
bell for many of its citizens, but 
for some Sri l™hns it holds 
the ditter of El dorado . 

5n Lanka’s Foreign Employ- 
ment Bureau (FEB) and pri- 
vate recruitment agencies have 
received a flood of applications 
since they began advertising 
for jobs in former Yugoslavia 
last week. 

“The response has been 
tremendous. Already we have 
sent 570 names to an American 
agency, which is handling re- 
cruitment. We are processing 
more ap plic a tions," said H. B. 
Scneviratnc, ch airma n of the 
g pv ernm ent- nm FEB . 

The latest jobs are in civilian 
support sernces for the United 
Nations Protection Forces 
(UN PROFOR), th e 32,500- 
man peace k eeping operation 
in Brawh and Croatia, he said. 
A condition for most posts is 
that the applicant already has 
had mifitmy service. 

Sri Lanka’s traditional fore- 
ign job market is the Middle 
East, where some 500,000 Sri 
Irnibms are working now. 

But at the moment the for- 
mer Yugoslavia — where fife 
can be da n gero u s and isolated 


— pays far more. 

“A carpenter will be able to 
get a monthly salary of 25,000 
rupees (about $500). The same 
type of work fetches a max- 
imum of 10,000 rupees (about 
$200) a month in the Middle 
East," Mr. Scnev ira tnc said. 

Besides car pe nt ers, there 
are also vacancies for cooks, 
computer programmers, en- 
gineers, sur v ey ors, customs 
officers, fuel tank drivers, 
plumbers and operators for 
communications and construc- 
tion equipment. 

An experienced engineer is 
bring offered about $3,000 in the; 
former Yugoslavia — almost 
double the amount a local en- 
gineer could get in the Middle 
East. 

Because the money is so 
good, c omp et iti on for the jobs 

is tight. 

American agencies reenrit- 
ing for work in Croatia are also 
t rawting in Bangladesh, India, 
Pakistan, the Philippines and 
Thailand. ’ 

For Sri Lanka, the jobs are 
critical: Remittances are now 
tiie country’s main foreign ex- 
change earner, poshing the tra- 
ditional leader,* tea exports. 


into second place. 

Sri Lankan migrant workers, 
mostly housemaids, re ntitt e d 
$645 lwilHnw in 1993, an d are 
expected to send home $800 
imfH on tins year. 

Large numbers of Sri Lank- 
ans have also been recruited 
for employment in Singapore", 
Mauritius, the United States 
and the Maldives, but this is 
the first time job offers have 
come from an east European 
country, officials said. 

u We had to get cabinet 
approval for this scheme. This 
is a big job order and a first 
experience for ns,” Mr. Sene- 
viratne said. 

The Sri lankan government 
is also hoping to win job con- 
tracts from Malaysia, Japan, 
South Korea, and from the 
reconstruction of Lebanon and 
the new autonomous Palesti- 
nian regions in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

Recruitment for the foreign 
manpower market Iras become 
a roaring business here. There 
are 257 licensed private job 
agencies, but dozens of others 

a bid to avakHriEteial regula- 
tions governing recruitment 
procedures. 


12-month target down from DM 1.75 to DM 1.70. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark rallied 0.2 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar last week. Medium term sentiment is at its most 
overbought reading since October 1992. Short term momentum 
has started to improve again, but only from a neutral condition. 
Medium term oscillators are peaking. This suggests that any snort 
term strength may only serve to put the firm! to a top in 

place. Nonetheless, a decline through 1.675-1.695 DM/U.S.S is 
probably still needed to indicate that a peak is, in fact, in place 
and allow for 1.72-1.73. . 

First resistance remains at 1.63-1.64, with second resistance at 
last October's high near 1.59. The mark/yen cross-rate rate 
remains in the 63-64 area. While medium term momentum is 
constructive, short term momentum, is peaking. As long as this 
conflict remains in place, any nearby pullback is likely to ^e fairly 
well contained. Nearby support is at 63.25 and 62.40-62.80. The 
multi-month trading range, basing pattern remains intact. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: The British pound continued to trade near, 
DM/GBP 2.49 this week, but edged higher against the dollar to 
trade near U.S.S/GBP 1.52. The The pound has been unable to 
benefit from a rising short-term rate premium against the DM 
because of political uncertainty surrounding the June 9th Euro- 
pean elections. A poor performance by the conservatives would 
significantly increase pressure on John Major to resign as prime 
minister. Additionally, the pound has been hurt by diminished 
anti-inflation credibility of the U.K. authorities following percep- 
tions that tiie last base rate cut was politically motivated. 

We believe that U.K. base rates have bottomed, but we think 
they are unlikely to be raised this year because we foresee no 
upward pressure on inflation in light of significant spare capacity. 
A modest uptick in U.K. short-term rates coupled with a series of 
sizable German rate cuts should lead the pound up to DM/GBP 
2.55 in 12 months. The pound should also be supported by a 
substantial yield premium over German bonds. 

We expect the pound to trade at U.S.$ GBP 1.50 in 12 months 
as pound appreciation against the DM is roughly offset by DM 
depreciation against the dollar. 

Technical View: The British pound rallied 0.3 per dent versus the 
U.S. dollar during the week ended May 27. Sentiment, while still 
neutral, has begun to deteriorate noticeably. Short term momen- 
tum is upwardly biased, but initial signs of deterioration are now 
evident. Reflecting tiie narrow multi-month trading range, 
medium term oscillators continue to show very little definition. 
First resistance exists at 1.52 U.S.S/L. and second resistance is at 
$1.55. The lower end of the trading range at $1.46 is support; a 
break below that would allow for at least a test of the 1993 low 
near $1.43 and possibly long term support at $1.40-$1.42. The 
DM cross-rate remains near its 1994 low despite recently firm 
near term momentum. 

Those oscillators have started to deteriorate again, so lower 
lows a possible. However, medium term oscillators are still trying 
to bottom, so while a test of 2.43-2.44 is still possible, an 
important low may not be that far away. First resistance has been 
lowered to 2.515, with second resitance at 2.53-2.56. 


tapping foreign 
capital markets^ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Thfc 
Indian government has stf 
rules and limits for companies: ■■ 
tapping foreign capital markers 
following the failure of $1 bi fc 
lion Euro-issue by its oversefa. ; 
telecom monopoly. . 

The finance ministry said-.fc 
had deckled to follow a “res- 
trictive policy" towards cofc 
porations wishing to raise . ; 
money abroad by floating con* t 

vertible bonds. * 

— Funds raised through the ' 
Euro-issue route would be tie- - 
ated as direct foreign invest- ■ 
ment and should ordinarily not 
exceed 51 per cent of the capit- 
al -of a company, the mimsby 
said in a press statement. ■ ' 

A company raising funds for 
purposes other than those spe- 
cified' by the government 
would need special approval 
from the government’s Foreign 
Investment Proposals Board 
(FIPB), controlled by the- 
prime minister’s office. . . 


No company will be permit- 
ted to sell equity abroad mafe 
than once a year. Govemm&F 
approvals for Euro-issues will 
be valid for no longer than 
three months. 

The finance . ministry said 
overseas money should be used 
up within a year for five “end- 
uses": “To finance capital 
goods imports, set up new 
plants, purchase equipment 
and real estate, repay external 
borrowings, and investing 

a broad. 

" Companies will be required 
to submit quarterly statements 
certified by their auditors that 
the funds have not gone to- 
wards any other purpose, such 
as retiring high-cost domestic 
debt and for short-term ganjK,- 
Kke playing the stock mark#.- 


Warsaw 
to sell 49% 
of Lot 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
The Polish government plans 
to seQ 49 per cent of Lot, the 
country's national airline, the 
transport minister has said. “It. 
is time to privatise our flag 
carrier Lot,” which has a book 
value of about 2.2 trillion zlo- 
tys ($98 million). Minister 
Boguslaw Liberadzki told the 
PAP news agency. The sale of 
49 per cent of the airline’s 
stock would not have to go to a 
single investor or to another 
airline Mr. Liberadzki said. 

On May 10, Lot agreed to 
share traffic information and 
coordinate flight schedules 
with American Airlines. The 
agreement paved the way for 
American to acquire part of 
the Polish carrier, but Mr. 
Liberadzki indicated that 
American was not seen as a 
potential strategic buyer. 


Isprinldemy lips 
with meat tenderizer 
three tiroes a week. 




FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JUNE 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: and loved ones around yon. •“ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Delays and obstacles in the path 
of your goals may make you fed 
that you are not working at the 
right pace or proceeding in the 
right direction. Recheck your 
previous sources of informaiXMi. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is an ideal day to get some 
special skill perfected. Be careful 
about taking risks of any kind. 
Sidestep a troafaiaukcr who will 
cause-problems. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Study tiie situation at home and 
know how you can best improve 
it. Evening is fine for entertain- 
ing friends and relatives. 

GEMINI: (M*y 21 to June 21) A 
good day for improving routines 
and gaming cooperative allies. 
Avoid one who has been in- 
terfering in your personal and 
professional affaire. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan bow to add to 
present income so that you can 
be happier in the future. Express 
happiness with your loved one. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study your innermost yearnings 
and later you can make plans to 
go after them successfully. En- 
gage in your favourite hobby for 
some peaceful time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Plan how to improve 
conditions around you. The 
evening can be a happy time in 
the company of congenial friends 


LIBRA: (September. 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Concentrate on bow you 
'can improve your environment. 
Be more active and gain impor- 
tant personal aims which you are 
very much anxious to get 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Analyse your 
position well and know where 
you are beaded in financial and 
property matters. Be logical in 
what you are attempting to 
accomplish. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Plan bow to 
have better relations with allies 
in the future and take initial steps 
towards such. Spend your money 
wisely to have some in future 
when needed. 

CAPRICORN: (Decenib^22 to 
January 20) You have important- 
duties to handle now so don’t 
procrastinate at this tune. Take 
treatments to improve your 
appearance to those in charge. - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Try to please your 
wa o cia t e s more and they will do 
likewise toward you. Take posi- 
tive steps to gain your aims and 
desires. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Figure out the best way to 
improve your surroundings. 
Situations come up now that cart: 
bring benefits you bad not ex-, 
pected to occur. 


Andy Capp 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

lS j by Henri AmoW end MBte ArgMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



LIVIG 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: GAWKY 
Answer Whaico 


OCCUR 


THE k 11JJ 
(Answers tomorrow) 
CASKET BUBBLE 


What cowboys get tor nding broncos — ' 
A BUCK OR TWO 



Mutt*n’Jeff 


OUR BOSS, 
*lWE artist 
WHO DRAWS 
-mis STRIP 
is Home s 
SICK* / — 1 


r -DIDN'T 

know 

COMIC 

STRIP 

ARTISTS 

SET, 

SICK. 1 


THEIR WORK APPEARS YEN> 
IN THE PAPER EVERY J HE 
DAY— SEEMS LIKE WAS 

THEY NEVER TAKE J STRUCK 
A VACATION OR j DOWN WITH 
A DAY OFPJ , — \ ASIAN FLU. 


+IE SHOULD 
STAY AWAY 
FROM THOSE 
"FOREIGN 
PLACES' 


WHAT WILL 
WE SET f 

mim? J 



) WELL. Vfc>U 
y LIKE FRUIT 
AND I'M CRAZY 
ABOUT r 

chocolates-^ 



THE Daily Crossword 


by George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Rosa — 

B Ctwrch calendar 
10 Stars or Harris 
14 Marry on tha run 
ISAunatwai 
16 A Chapfln 
17Coopod-up 
feeSng/ state of 
axettemem 
20 — Nan toe 


jill BMl 

MJIII 
■■ i 

■ -II 


mmmm 

mmmm 


21 On the Briny 

22 Lend — (BMan) 

23 Have being 
2* - hww 

26 Japanese robo 
30 Shaded waft 

sawnenu 

34 Practice boxing 

35 GtoOe 

37 Movie dog/sarty 
auto 

41 — Cruces 

42 Toward me 
mourn 

43 Honkers 

44 Ship's winding 
device 

47 Poem 

48 Uede great 
grades 

45 Maine — 

50 Author Jong 
53 Precious 

55 Sweeten the pot 
59 Money 
sunXy/atten- 
dance 

cheefc/shout 
82 — oi passage 
63 Monterrey 
money 
6< Decorate 

65 Smef 

66 Yemeni port 

67 Heavenly rood 

DOWN 

1 Nibble 

2 Enthusiasm 

3 Judge's stars 

4 Early Ron 
Howard rote 

5 KO count 
8 Rotund 

7 Utter trenzlediy 


aiawii 
■ aau i 

5aau jaii 


ramp a rts...- 
lOGrosse — 
Wood. Mch. 

1 1 Tabled'— 

12 Peru native 

13 "CowanSy 
Lion" 

18 Gambling game 

19 Ttopcal see 
23 Opposed to 

25 British tttfe 

26 Mara or Maiden 

27 Of a pelvic bone 

28 Brainy gp. 

29 Table acrap 
3001 bees 

31 "Cheeper by 
the— " 

32 Came about 
34 Sat on a hone 
36 Borscht 

vegetable 

38 Memo 

39 Stravinsky 

40 — Soddtsam 


SRSG nnmn 

SHwS nnnin 

nnnnn 

nnnn£B G 2 nmnnnn 
aonnnn nnnrn 
nnnrtn onnn non 
nonaonnnnnnnnnH 
ciFicon 

neon onn 
nnnn 

innnn rinuinn nnnn 


45 Groan Bay 
Player 

46 Wound mark 

47 Antitoxin* 

49 Georgu cJty 

SORherinSpam 

51 Invasion 

52 (kvtsion word 


54 Dtflarant * 

55 Actor Alan 

56 Midday 

57 Rotate 
56Sta8an 

volcano 

B0WW11 agey 
SI FHaht 


acre runners easily sup 


ships can sneaK tnrougn me ' KtvXi lvr * 

















ft 
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Economy 






IxM 


k * , 
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nS 


ln 'ffl 

ter ' s OfBce 


Jyei-Cj 


^panics wjj j* 
qwnwlusj 
;a 'ty their audik 
nds have not ® 
an V other pcrrpa: 
'igiKoa*: 
ihonnau 

s>ing the sod c 



AMMAJK FIKJkKCIXr. MJLHXZT 

Miniac ua enrol mmm ■ iMUu: 
nUh«Hi iiui« / u»» 


Iff, <C \N 

m)j 


JSTzvrrr iw not >nuo im/ov/ihi - oiwtfitiii 


coout'i nn 


nttr. DKHic closing 

cwe:pG win me, 
NKI 


-m meiM un 
MBU OMtlT (U 
jam* colt un 


nmi uuaue un 

■W BOS K« savjk l Muumrt 


■ «wi Mi iwnsnoM i rixua ua 
■*IT BML uruuiwttBBrr m aousiM 


MU* wane esuauTiav/JonaNi 
munnnu nmoon un. 


RZVBUl nU*MCI 


n maximal ulm t*snu*e* 
M^ns* M.-MU8I nmuc, 


jomaum unout uirruc un 
■ram* noun i m complex 
■uumal pobtiwjo ncnuno 


HIM BKVIIltt 1 BQOimre UUIK 
lucaxwMT aoocr. ukik «, uzamuei 
B*ms MIDDLE BUT 4 CIMAMOTJI M0 TXL 3 
mju nrnot. ro* nvtrauT t anuria* 
•ram* tobacco « ciuurm 
AHMOar const. Mmui iuinrr«c-Rni*G 
ib xum anon ncniti 
■rami* FEiMOum uriimr 
woole* inomua 

i«* tannuL irwinrmru j . l iancn.nui 
na JOMMM muted hills 
***» OHAMuceDTicAL miranmuK 
rauu* comic imdostbies 
rat jokba* rins RomcuiK 
m raw *«m me 

mu <mnm dbtxxsxvzs imdustries 
dubik l veavxk 
*afx* a— xw m 

SQRDM GLASS iM BnrmriHi 

oh al dmu Mm— s imimr 

MM UVBWNEHT I lEZMUTIOML TEASE 
MM UMDSM nuiE T Mi 
l wbbcx s nun 

AM* MTU CIMVUTUH 4 TSASZHG 

■ram* iiisxcu. awontiai 

EMIOUL STEEL I MWnu 

1 H T — MAT E EEXNO-CUMICAL UtOKSIK 


ALEDOT* mDOST M IE* 

EOMMR aniOSTRJES 4 UTCI/JDCO 
Jonu razCAST C OM B— 1 — T 
ranu hood lunauii / jwico 

MRMU. CAHL* A HIM HA — CHMt 1*0 
JOIIM BU BOBOaU 
UU CXEIE* PO* MUM. A cmciCALS 
joniu nun do. rot uu. 4 mo mod. 


mUVXMAAL MOOR* ■* l,l, " m 


0«*1» TOTAL 

F AMUSE. MAM— 1MBZM8 ACTIVXTT FOE 


IM,!H 

1 AI.BB* 

11.(10 

•B.««B 

Mt.lH 
M.m 
ii*. ii* 
Ki. m 

••.IBS 
4 .M 1.441 
I, MS 

EBB 

l.IM 
1.140 
SIS. Ill 
4 . OSS 
314.441 
■ ’.(Oil 
4.400 
44 . 11 ' 
411 
f . B10 
l.M* 
J 1 J 
144 . 44 ; 
!.!■; 
• 1.414 

4.110 
131.001 

1. 114 
10.424 
1,004 

4.440 
301 , 1 !B 

■ 4. 119 
4 . Ml 
7,040 
111. 204 

107.140 

4.110 
4 , 240 

31.140 

114,744 

10.7.0 
SB , 720 

1.011 

13,710 

10.011 

30,014 

43.410 

403.140 

11 . 107 
07,104 
31.171 

1.440 

ill 

44.700 

• 7,704 

41.107 

12.000 
1 X 4.474 

10,407 

7,444 

40.107 
74.147 
13,774 
73,023 

1.141 

401 

17,704 

174,414 
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oomnr'i Kara VjC- c ViJ 


csatSAL auiBAL nuBun 4 muos 
ram* trade ranunn 
JODH MMIIM ooar. 

-KHtDAMU* RXVASRIAXSS UIIUMIT KESDo' 
MM FOOD S MEDICAL AFBUMCX1 
JHEHW T .wi *rnt,T BRSOnOCBS CO. 

*ATI0*AL (TMOItt liW WE T O ira CD. LTD 
MASIORAL TMTIU 4 FLASTICS CEO. CO 
ran** EOT cable comunr 
■A T IMAL H0LTIFLE ZEDOSTHTES 
HrEAT RRADt'^BAR nwrU-TORIBG CO. 
unnunouL tobacco a cigarettes 


GRABD TOTAL 


PREV. dkbik closing 
CLO910G PRICE PRICE 


Financial 

Markets 


l wrap 


l-S. DulUr 


Sirrling Pnuad 


lTtnlschr Mark 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates 
for leading work! currencies ami gold against the dollar at 
midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and bulhon 
markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of sold 


1.3844/54 
1.6592/02 
1.8600/10 
1.4090/00 
34.15/19 
5.6660/10 
1616.0/7.5 
105.26/36 
7.8925/25 . 

7.1950/00 
6.5140/90 
$13056/66 
$382.65/383.05 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsdiemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


OECD jobless report offers . Africans must Vefojpn farmin 
no magic global cure or be permanent beggars 


PARIS (R) — An OECD re- 
port on unemployment in the 
world's richest industrial na- 
tions offers country-by-country' 
remedies but no global cure, 
diplomats have said. 

The document, which mem- 
ber governments commis- 
sioned from the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) two 
years ago, will be presented at 
the economic think-tank's 
annual ministerial meeting in 
Paris next Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

“The basic message of the 
report is that there is no magic 
cure,” said one diplomat who 
has been involved in preparing 
die document. “There are a lot 
of individual actions chat coun- 
tries can take but differing 
from one another." 

Unemployment in the 
OECD has exploded since the 
end of the 1980s and is forecast 
to reach a record 35 million 
this year. 

The International Herald 
Tribune newspaper has said 
that the report proposes the 
dilution of minimum wage pro- 
tection as well as employment 


security and unemployment 
benefits as part of a wide- 
ranging overhaul of economic, 
labour and social policies. 

“That is not quite the spin I 
would have put on it,” the 
diplomat added. 

Another diplomat said the 
report, which was finalised at 
the end of May after commit- 
tee discussions with repre- 
sentatives of the 25 member 
states, urged governments, 
businesses and workers them- 
selves to root out labour mar- 
ket rigidities. 

“It makes dear that we have 
to undertake both structural as 
well as macroeconomic mea- 
sures,” he said. “Economic re- 
covery has not been enough to 
create jobs.” 

Asked about recommenda- 
tions to cut workers’ benefits, 
he said: “Those ideas are there 
for some countries. But it’s 
certainly not an issue in the 
United States, where there is 
plenty of job fiexibilty.” 

Concern over the social and 
economic impact of the 
seemingly inexorable rise in 
the number of people out of 
work has forced Western gov- 


ernments to act. 

The OECD, which in a re- 
cent report described unem- 
ployment as “probably the 
most widely feared phe- 
nomenon of our times”, will 
next week ask for a mandate to 
prescribe unemployment re- 
medies to each individual gov- 
ernment. 

“What we want to do, if, as I 
hope, we are given such a 
mandate in June, is to try to 
draw up, country by country, a 
prescription, as a doctor might 
do," OECD Secretary- 
General Jean-Claude Paye, 
said last month. 

Europe’s unemployment is 
loo high largely because of 
rigidities in the labour market 
and its social security system, 
while the United States has 
many “working poor” — low- 
skilled, low-paid employees. 

Mr. Paye said that the 
OECD could use its monitor- 
ing and mutual persuasion 
among its members to “get 
thins moving” once it had 
made its prescriptions to gov- 
ernments. 


HARARE (R) — African 
states must invest heavily and 
reform the agricultural sector if 
the continent is to avbid 
permanent dependence on 
foreign food handouts, a dele- 
gate told an African summit 
Friday. b 

Zimbabwe's Agriculture 
Minister Kumbirai Kangai 
Africa, the world's poorest 
continent, must learn from ex- 
periences of Asian nations that 
had moved rapidly out of 
poverty. , 

“As long as African stales 
do not invest heavily in agricul- 
ture and reform that sector the 
majority of our states will con- 
tinue to beg for food and. aid 
from the international com- 
munity,” Mr. Kangai said, pre- 
senting a report focusing on 
eastern and southern Africa. 

he cited India which he said 
had succeeded in transforming 
its agriculture because it had 
devoted up to 27 per cent of its 
public expenditure for 32 years 
on that sector. •’ 

Africa, on the other hahd, 
spent only 10 per cent o£jits 
national budgets on a sector 
that remained underdeveloped 


* despite widespread hunger and: 
unemployment. 

Mr. Kangai said in southern 
and ced#al Africa, agriculture 
account^) for 30 per •cent of- 
■ the rein's gross domestic 
product kndjDrovided half its 
exports*. s tL 
“It is the eajpne of economic 
growth,” ‘he. skid. • 

1 He was backed by Ghana’s 
Ibrahim Adam' who called for 
curbs on Africa's runaway 

■ population growth of three per 
cent a yeariwhich dwarfs 

> annual economic growth of 4b- 
« out two per cent. yy 

jr Mr. Adam also said the pp^ 

■ > vate sector Aiust have a more 

prominent role in forreing and 
^that governments irtpst give 
'greater support to small far- 
mers. as well as boost agri- 
- cultural research and extension 


rvices. 

The irinistep were 
i the stfooiKf and fir 


1 on the second and final day£f 
* a meeting of the Global Cefcli- 
rion for Afrii% a think-tank pet 


up in 1991 by the continent ai 
some Western states to wo 
out ways of lifting Africa out 
poverty in the post -col a w> 
■era. 1 

A Swedish official u-r 
spoke on behalf of Westc 
countries such as the Uniti 
Stales, Britain, the Net he 
Lands, France and German 
said aid donors were willing 
give more binding to agrici 
turn but Africa must itself g 
its priorities right. 

“There is a need to ha- 
commitment by Africa to d 
velop agriculture and match:: 
support from donor cou 
tries,” the official, who d 
dined to be named, said. 

“One of Africa's main pro 
lems has been the expansion 
the use of land but nor 
productivity. So many peep 
in Africa are farmers and I 
creased productivity cou 
make the difference berwet 
malnutrition and hunger a: 
food suffiency,” he said. 


AFM trading surges, but share prices drop 


Canadian business profits 
'maintain upward surge 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading at the 
Amman stock market bounced 
back after a one-week closure 
for the *£id Al Adha. register- 
ing a turnover of JD 12.3 mil- 
lion for the week ending 
Thursday compared with 
JD 6.7 million in the previous 
business week, figures released 
by the market showed. 

The 83.6 per cent jump was 
attributed partly to investor 
enthusiasm after the week-long 
holiday and better indications 
that Jordanian companies 
could have a share in the eco- 
nomic rebuilding of the occu- 

J iied territories under the 
sraeli-Palestinian autonomy 
agreemeirt!' 

However, brokers also, said 


.investors were also dumping 
shares, leading to a decline in 
prices. 

“It is not exactly panic sell- 
ing,” said a broker. “But there 
is a tendency in the market to 
shed shares which do not pro- 
mise high returns.” 

“People want to consolidate 
their holdings in shares of 
strong companies, but those 
shares are not easily available 
these days,” added the broker, 
who cannot be identified in 
line with standing market reg- 
ulations. 

The general price index 
based on 60 major companies 
traded at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), as the bourse 
is officially known, dropped by 
112^fx>ufts to' 153.8 pomts last 
- week, reflecting a decline .of.. 


0.7 per cent. 

The banking sector 
accounted for JD 83 million 
or 67.5 per cent of the turnov- 
er, followed by industrial stock 
with JD 3 million or 24.4 per 
cent, the services sector with 
JD 800.000 or 63 per cent and 
insurance stock with* 
JD 200,000 or 1.6 per cent. 

The services sector price in- 
dex dropped by 1.3 pcxnts, or 
0.9 per cent, the banking sec- 
tor index by 1.8 points, or 1.3 
per cent, the industrial index 
by 03 points or 0.2 per cent 
and the insurance sector index 
by 0.2 points or 0.1 per cent. 

Shares of 84 companies were 
traded during the week, with 
18 of them showing gains. 55 
losing and 11 remaining stable. 

Broken said' many investors 
..were also abstaining from the 


market pending the outcome 
of last month’s discussions be- 
tween Jordan and the Palestine • 
Liberation OrganisXtfbn 
(PLO) on economic coopera- 
tion between the Kingdom and 
the Palestinian autonomous 
territories. 

“The ambiguities surround- 
ing the discussions am# the 
delay that the PLO requested 
before finalising some of the 
arrangements have led to scep- 
ticism among investors," said a 
broker. “The investors ^hre 
now looking for concrete signs 
that whatever mechanisms are 
going into force will be in the 
interests Of Jor dani an com- 1 
parties in general. 

“There could be further 
drops in the market if those' 
signs are not forthcoming,” 
added the broker. k 


OTTAWA (API) — 
Seasonally-adjusted opfer fctinte 
profits of Canadian butinestes 
continued td improve in the' 
first quarter of 1994 wfth a 19 ■ 
per . ce nr advance. Statistics • 
Canada reported Friday. * 

The government agency put 
; .the quarterly profits for Com- 
panies that report tbeirdman- 
w aal returns attl6.7 billiopdql- 
i lars (S12.1 biluon) for thewflj 
three mdhtfas of this year, com- 
pared tb 14* billion dolluf 


: ($10.1 billion) in the fouftii 
.quarter of 1993 and 13.6 billion ' 
•dollars ($9.9 billion) in the 
.third quarter last year. 

* Statistics Canada noted: 
.“Profits have improved in four 
lof the latest five' quaflters and 
\have doubled afoce registering 
ta low of 83 bflion dollfts (So 
'ibilbon) m the fourth quarter d| 
1992. ” 

“Howetferr current profits^ 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PNCXMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-10 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AN0. RESERVATIONS. 



La vie. Beautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing JNW Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the best French Cosmetke 


Many villas and apart- 
ments" furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For fnore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 



The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCupOSm 


femand aubty 


Reservation & Information 
Um Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 


h al QtaM 

RESTAURANT 


Renl Chinese Cuisine 
•and Greai Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


.MMIVUZE 

3^ PUb 

Sports & programmes 
live Via Sa tel file 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


2 nd- Circle . Jabai Amman 
opp. FreneMoaf 

TeL 653482 Usu 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.SweMyeh. 



DAIfOTEL 

,U2«|l|ls 


Amman - Tel. 607193 


Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


' CHENS 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!! Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81 8214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
fn Jordan 

is! Orde Jabai Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12.-00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
V Air Conditioned Hall y 


SELECT HOTEL Li, 


1 @ Superior Hotel Services for 

1 Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
) ' & Evenings 






Jabai Ai Webdeh/Tel.637 1 0 i/637 1 02 
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Ivim O ;s:\i. 


Bukhara 


( >!•> v h . I i h |):v- 

for reservation ;aij SJt: 


TM» away is ara&jfcie 

StmAMnb snoot * " 
Un UtafraA Commensal Centre 

TeL^ 881174 4 

€<*c fasted Mump 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Dcvelop your colour fihn at 
our shop and get* 

• JUMBO ph+trn 
ste 30 % Imrgmr 

• Free muUtpL 
mm tat 20 x 30 cm • 


SOLK t MM n il u\ \ 
AMMAN I LL. 


Shmcttam - Opp. ( 
Bank. Phone: 6040 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


were still no more than thre 
fourths of the peal leve 
attained in the first quarter 
1989.” 

Operating profits in- no 
financial industries increast 
to 13.1 billion dollars ($9 
billion) in the first quarte 
from 11.5 billion dollars ($8 
billion) in the previous qua 
ter. 

With chartered banks ai 
life insurers leading the wa 
the financial industries sect 
also showed improved- prof. 
— at A3. 5 biihon dollars t$2 
billion) in the preceding thn 
months. 

But Statistics Canat 
warned: “Unlike the no’ 
financial industries’ profi 
(which have generally been t 
the upswing), the financial i 
dus tries’ profits have bee 
erratic, primarily due -to u 
usual loan-loss provisions." 



SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


We have all types . of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V., W.M. Ref.. Audios, V.C. r 
T.V. with video. Fax, Pianos 

DUTY FREE 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 698190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P-O- BOX 850238 
Amman - Jordan 
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NAIROBI (Agencies) 
-Kwandan rebels have ove 
!the 


rebels overrun refugee centre 


overran 

government-controlled 
rea of Kabgayi where 


.-•s. ur #vaogayi where 
.-thousands of Tutsi refugees are 
'^^woed into camps, a Red 

- ros * official said Friday. 

‘ "TJ 1 ® RPF (Rwanda Patrio- 
•« c Front) strolled in yester- 
said. 

T T“ e official said he had 
heard of the capture from Red 
;~ r ^ s colleagues working in 
.Kabgayi, a former Roman 
Catholic seminary 50 
kilometres southwest of the 
'capital Kigali. 

; Thousands of mainly Tutsi 

- civilians have sheltered in Kab- 
• gayi during the last eight weeks 
°f fighting but government 

; troops and Hum death squads 
; occasionally pulled refugees 
"from the squalid camp and 
.killed them, witnesses said. 

Aid workers said on the 
weekend they were afraid that 
the retreating government 
forces and Hum militias — 
who are blamed for butchering 
500,(HK) people since the fight- 
ing started — would go on 
fresh killing sprees. 

Meanwhile,' U.N. soldiers 
came ur.de- fire here Friday 
while evacuating civilians trap- 
ped m hostile territory despite 
promises of safety from rebels 
and the army, a U.N. military 
spokesman said. 


Nobody was hurt in the 
attack in the Rwandan capital, 
which is under rebel siege. 
Major Jean-Guy Plante said. 

U.N. officials believed that a 
“local commander” from the 
rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front 
or the army had ordered his 
men to fire on a convoy as the 
action was out of line with the 
stated policy of both sides, he 
added. 

The convoy ferrying civilians 
to government-held territory 
from the Amahoro Stadium 
behind rebel lines was shot at 
while driving through the 
notoriously dangerous Qadhafi 
Crossing on Kigali's northwest- 
ern outskirts, Maj. Plante said. 

Nobody was hurt, but bullets 
hit one vehicle as the convoy 
drove towards government 
territory. 

"‘The convoy made it 
through, dropped off the civi- 
lians, and was then shot at 
again on the way back,"Maj. 
Plante told reporters. In all, 
2,000 people have been evacu- 
ated from Kigali, 250 of them 
Friday. 

U.N. Deputy force comman- 
der Brigadier Henry Anyidoho 
went to investigate the shoot- 
ing. But his armoured vehicle 
also came under fire near the 
Qadhafi Crossing, where the 
rebels and the army were “en- 
in a firefight,” Maj. 


Plante said. 

It was hnostible to say which 
side had fired at the U.N. 
he added. 


“we have lodged strong pro- 
tests with bodi sides, and furth- 
er evacuation operations are 
on hold until we obtain new 
guarantees of security,” Maj. 
Plante said. 

The shooting came a day 
after rebel and army comman- 
ders meeting for U.N.- 
mediated trace talks agreed to 
cooperate with the U.N. in 
evacuating thousands of 
stranded civilians and distri- 
buting food, and provided 
assurances of safety for U.N. 
troops and civilians. 

Another convoy meanwhile 
safely delivered 180 civilians 
trapped at the Sainte-Famille 
Church in a government-held 
area to the rebel-controlled 
town of Kabuga, about 15 
kilometres east of Kigali. The 
army has repeatedly accused 
the rebels of firing at evacua- 
tion and relief convoys. 

At the Sainte-Famille 
Church, up to 8,000 civilians 
including many minority Totsis 
are encamped in squalor with 
little food and water in an area 
controlled by Hutu govern- 
ment forces, which are retreat- 
ing as the mainly Tutsi rebels 
advance. 

Many people sheltering 


there complained that Hutu 
nuHtiamen were raiding the 
church at night, abducting and 
killing men, and raping, 
women. Extremist Hutu mili- 
tias have been blamed for 
much of the bloodletting 
sparked by the April 6 death erf 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na. 

Up to half a million people,' 
mostly Tutsis and Hutu opposi- 
tion supporters, have been 
hacked, bludgeoned, burned 
or machine-gunned to death. 

“We were badly treated by 
the Interahmwe (militias).'’ 
said Marie-Josee Murebwayire 
following beT evacuation to 
Kabuga after six weeks at the 
church. “They used to come at 
night to take boys to kill and 
gins to rape,” said Ms. Mureb- 
wayire, 30, a mother of four 
whose husband was hacked to 
death in the first few days of 
the bloodbath. 

When white U.N. trucks del- 
ivered 180 evacuees to Kabu- 
ga, many hugged and kissed 
relatives in scenes of wild re- 
joicing as they were reunited 
after two months of terror and 
uncertaintly. But Ms. Mureb- 
wayire and her children stood 
silent and alone. 

“All our relatives have been 
killed,’' she said. “My brother 
is in America, how can I go 
there?” 


Aristide 
urges U 
■military 
action 
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T/A3H&HGTON (AFP) — 
•Usscre tic! sanctions can do 
_ i; zric> ? eaied Haitian Presi- 
Ccr.z isaa-Beitrand Aristide 
a U.S. intervention to 
depose Haiti’s military leaders. 
In £2 isteraew published Fri- 
es? e the V/ashiogton Post. 

“The action could be a sur- 
gical move to remove the thugs 
T/iLhin hears,” Mr. Aristide 
-sii ki tie strongest statement 
Co dais in favour of military 

I/ir. Aristide doubted that 
die sanctions imposed on May 
21 by the United Nations on 
Haiti wosid force the military 
leaders who deposed him in 
1991 to step down. 

“if we redly want to save 
lives, something else should be 
done now,” the former Roman 
Catholic priest said. 

The sanctions, which cover 
everything except humanita- 
rian aid, hsye been criticised 
./or hurting the poorest Hai- 
tians the most, while the milit- 
ary cupula and the well off 
appear to get by smuggling 
goods nnsirJy across the border 
from the Dominican Republic. 

“Haiti is not the first case, 
’wbes tilings were like that in 
another country, something 
was done. Why not in Haiti?” 
Mr. Aristide said recalling the 
U.S. invasion of Panama in 
late 1989 that deposed strong- 
man Manuel Noriega. 

Iwr. Aristide, the first 
democratically -elected presi- 
dent in his country, said, 
however, that he was against a 
U.S. occupation of his country 
after an invasion. 

“Once we do that, we could 
have the international com- 
munity in the country within 
the framework of agreements 
we have already signed. Not in 
the framework of a military 
intervention," he said. 

Once it became dear that 
the Haitian military would not 
honour a peace agreement 
they signed in July with Mr. 
Aristide and were determined 
to resist sanctions and other 
international pressure, U.S. 
president Bill Clinton said be 
did not rale out military action 
to restore democratic rale in 
Haiti - 

But besides the difficulty of 
dislodging the top brass from 
power — Mr. Aristide said it 
would take a few hours. U.S. 
analysts are unsure what and 
how long it would take to help 
the country consolidate demo- 
cracy. 

Mr. - Aristide set out a four- 
point beginning with the milit- 
ary action, followed by the 
arrival of international military 
experts to retrain the police 
and the army, then his own 
reinstatement as head of gov- 
ernment, and ending with large 
scale international develop- 
ment assistance for his coun- 
try. 

R eassuri ng those who won- 
der if he would turn against the 
United States if be were rein- 
stated — his left-leaning poli- 
cies during his six months in 
^qwer distanced him some- 
what from Washington Mr 
Aristide said he shared 
“mutual intend "" 


Anti-IRA chiefs killed 
in U.K. helicopter crash 


LONDON (R) — Leaders of 
Britain's intelligence war 
against the IRA were killed 
Thursday when 29 people died 
in a helicopter crash in thick 
fog on a remote Scottish head- 
land, police said. 

The giant twin-rotor Chi- 
nook, flying Belfast to a secur- 
ity conference in the Scottish 
dty of Inverness, exploded in a 
fireball after slamming into a 
hillside on the remote Mull Of 
Xintyre. 

Rescue workers found one 
man alive in the flaming wreck- 
age on the mist-shrouded 
headland but he died soon 
afterwards. 

“There were bits of bodies 
everywhere,” said mountain 
hiker RusseD EUacott, one of 
the first witness on the scene of 
the crash in western Scotland.* 

The dead included the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary's top in- 
telligence officer Brian Fitz- 
simons. Police acknowledged it 
was a shattering blow in the 
undercover war against Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) guer- 
rillas fighting to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland. 

“The force is devastated. It 
seems the upper echelon of the 
special branch is missing,” a 
Northern Ireland police officer 
said. “It is going to take some 
time to fill this void," he 
added. 

“These people were right at 
the heart of intelligence. These 
were the men who made the 
special branch tick. It is a 
devastating blow,” be said. 

But detectives ruled out 
sabotage and Scotland’s Stralc- 
lyde Police Chief Leslie Sharp 
said: “At this time there are no 


reasons whatever to suspect or 
suppose that we are dealing 
with anyone other than a terr- 
ibly tragic accident." 

It was Britain's worst heli- 
copter disaster since a civilian 
Chinook plunged into the 
North Sea in 1986, killing 45 
workers returning to Scotland 
from an oil rig. 

The Chinook had a crew of 
four and 25 passengers — 10 
senior police officers and top 
army and government person- 
nel. 

The victims, all of top rank, 
also included the head of 
Northern Ireland’s intelligence 
unit which bandied highly 
sensitive material from infor- 
mers, a crucial -> tool in the 
undercover war -against IRA 
guerrillas. 

The Chinook is the main 
military workhorse used by 
British armed forces. 

A spokesman for its U.S. 
manufacturer Boeing told 
BBC Radio Friday: “I think 
die Chinook saftey record is a 
good one.” 

The Royal Air Force's 30 
Chinooks are at present being 
sent to Philadelphia in a year- 
long modernisation refit prog- 
ramme. 


The crash site was sealed off 
in a tight security cordon Fri- 
day as investigators sifted 
through the widely dispersed 
wreckage to piece together the 
flight's last fetal moments. 

“Every parti de of die air- 
craft will have to be looked at 
to see if any bits of it yield 
dues as to what may have been 
the cause of the crash,” RAF 
spokesman Craig Lindsay said. 


Indians struggle to beat killer heat 

NEW DELHI (R) — A camel felled by heatstroke lies dead 
on the street. Vultures duster around foe elegant fountains of 
New Delhi, desperate for a drink. Northern India is in 

some of the highest temperatures the region has felt for 
decades, and meteorologists see no respite soon. At least 161 
people have died of heatstroke so far as the mercury climbs up 
to 50 degrees Celsius.. (122 Fahrenheit) in some areas, 
particularly in parts of desert Rajasthan and central Madhya 
Pradesh states. The capital. New Delhi, saw its hottest day in 
half a century early dus week at 46C (114.8F) and has baked 
almost daily at around 43 to 44C (109-11 IF), three degrees 
(nearly five degrees F) above normal for tins time of year. 
Streets normally choked with traffic are strangely quiet after 
midday as residents hide indoors from the pounding sun. 
Those without the refuge of a roof — vendors, rickshaw 
pullers, foe homeless — bunt out any scrap of shade. Some 
even huddle in the shadow of the cows that wander the dty 
streets. 

5,000 killed by famine in Ethiopia 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — More than 5,000 people have been 
killed by famine or related diseases in a single province of 
Ethiopia over the past two months, stale television said. 
Regional administrators in southern Omo province disclosed 
the figure during a visit by Prime Minister Tamirat Laynie 
Thursday, the broadcast added. More than a million Etirio- 
pians, mostly in foe north of the country, perished in a famine 
10 years ago that commanded global attention. 

Hitler aide put under house arrest 

MALAGA, Spain (AFP) — Otto Renter, 81. a former SS 
officer and dose aide to Adolf Hitler, was put under house 
arrest near here, a day after he was arrested following a 
German extradition request, police said. Mr. Renter, a former 
commander of Hitler's Berlin Headquarters and security chief, 
is confined to a wheelchair. IBs home in the Mediterranean 
resort of Maxbella was under police guard Thursday. Investi- 
gating magistrate Bahasar Gaizon asked German authorities 
Thursday to provide all necessary information on Mr. Remer, 
who was convicted in Germany on charges of “inciting hatred, 
violence and racism." Mr. Renter, 81, left Germany in April 
to escape a 22-month prison sentence imposed after he 
, publicly denied the existence of Nazi gas chambers and 
accusing Jews of lying and inventing foe mass killings during 
> Hitler's regime. Judicial officials said Mr. Remer's lawyer bad 
requested political asylum on behalf of bis client last month, 
saying Mr. Remer himself was too sick to do so, but under 
Spanish law the request must be made by Mr. Remer 
»l!v ... 


S. Africa 
plays down 
whites-only 
referendum 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The South African government 
Friday played down the possi- 
bility of a referendum for white 
Afrikaners seeking a white 
homeland. 

Government spokesman 
Joel Netsbitenzhe acknow- 
ledged that during an interview 
with Reuters, President Nelson 
Mandela had mentioned a re- 
ferendum as one of the 
mechanisms that could be used 
to unite the people of South 
Africa 

“He went further to say the 
issue of mechanisms still need 
to be discussed. This shows 
that he was just giving an 
example. Nothing eke but an 
example," Mr. Netsbitenzhe 
told Independent Radio 702. 

He did not say what other 
examples of possible mechan- 
isms were. 

In Thursday's interview, the 
first until an international news 
organisation since his inau- 
guration as the country's first 
black president, Mr. Mandela 
told Reuters: “We want to 
allow Afrikaners themselves to 
express themselves on this 
issue.” 

Asked if a whites-only vote 
or referendum would be 
needed to test Afrikaner de- 
sires, Mr. Mandela said: 

“The whites, the Afrikaners 
will have to vote, because if we 
throw the matter to the coun- 
try as a whole, they will have 
an excuse and say no, this is a 
matter that has been decided 
by communities other than 
ourselves. 

“We want everybody to 
have no doubt in his or her 
mind that we will do what the 
community wants us to do. 

“If the Afrikaner commun- 
ity as a whole, or the majority, 
is in favour of a Volkstaat 
(homeland), our view will take 
one form. But if foe majority 
of the Afrikaners say they do 
not want a Volkstaat, then we 
will take a different view," he 
said. 

Pro-apartheid right-wing 
parties boycotted April’s his- 
toric all-race elections, deman- 
ding a separate homeland for 
Afrikaners. 

Hoping a peaceful solution 
would be found to assuage right- 
wing fears about black major- 
ity rule following last month's 
historic elections, Mr. Mande- 
la had met several white separ- 
atist leaders. 



A British soldier guides a U.N. helicopter i nto a 
landing zone situated in a field outside the central 
Bosnian town of Zepce British UJi. forces cur- 


U.N. urges Serbs to save Geneva talks 


GENEVA (R) — The U.N. 
special envoy in former Yugos- 
lavia, Yasushi Akashi. met 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic Friday to press for a 
pull-back by Serb forces from 
the U.N. “safe area” of 
Gorazde. 

Mr. Akashi, forced Thurs- 
day to call off ceasefire talks 
because of a Serb refusal to 
withdraw from the U.N. exclu- 
sion zone around the Muslim 
enclave, was hoping to salvage 
foe peace bid by persuading 
the Serbs to comply. 

As the two men met. Mr. 
Akashi’s spokesman said there 
had been some Serb withdraw- 
al from Gorazde. 

But he said he saw little 
chance of the talks starting 
Friday even if the Serbs did 
pull out. 

“There has been some with- 
drawal and it's a significant 
withdrawal,” spokesman 
Michael Williams told repor- 
ters. 

“Nevertheless as of eight 
o'clock this morning there still 
remained armed Serb elements 
within the three-kilometre 
zone in and around the town of 
Gorazde.” 

Mr. Williams added: “As far 
as foe numbers are concerned, 
frankly it doesn't matter if 
there’s one or 101. there would 
still not be the basis for going 
ahead with the talks." 

Bosnia's Muslim leaders 
have said they will not negoti- 
ate, a ceasefire until 
some 150 soldiers, designated 
by the Serbs as police, are 
pulled out of the exclusion 
zone. 

Mr. Williams said Bosnian 
government leaders, including 
Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic 
and Vice-President Ejup 
Ganic, were expected in Gene- 
va later Friday for wider poli- 
tical negotiations due to start 
Saturday. * 


If the Serbs withdrew, Mr. 
Akashi could reschedule the 
ceasefire talks for Saturday 
morning. The political and ter- 
ritorial negotiations, under the 
auspices of the major power 
“contact group on Bosnia", 
might then start Sunday. 

U.S. envoy Charles Red- 
man. in Geneva alongside his 
Russian counterpart Vitaly 
Churkin for the contact group 
talks, said he did not think 
these were threatened by the 
Gorazde row. 

The contact was asked to 
reach both a ceasefire and a 
political solution by a major 
power ministerial meeting in 
Geneva last month, which en- 
dorsed a European Union plan 
that Bosnian Serbs should 
keep 49 per cent of the terri- 
tory. 

The task of negotiating a^ 
ceasefire for around four 
months, during which time a 
political settlement could be 
found, was handed to Mr. 
Akashi and the U.N. Protec- 
tion Force in former Yugosla- 
via. 

Diplomats said both the 
Bosnian Muslim boycott of the 
talks and the Serb refusal to 
withdraw from Gorazde 
showed that neither side was 
serious about a ceasefire. 

Bosnian Muslims and their 
new Croat allies, who have 
made ground against the Serbs 
in recent weeks, both say that 
any ceasefire should not last 
more than one or two months, 
to prevent Serb territorial 
gains being consolidated. 

They also say any ceasefire 
imposed without progress first 
on Bosnia's future ethnic map 
might not be respected. 

In the meantime, interna- 
tional mediators were forced to 
hang around Geneva with no 
negotiating to be done — re- 
miniscent of a similar boycott 
in Geneva last year while Serb 
forces lingered on the strategic 


Mount Igman overlooking 
Sarajevo. 1 

Meanwhile, the Clinton 
administration has joined its 
European allies and Russia for 
foe first time to forge a de- 
tailed peace proposal for Bos- 
nia based on a near-even split 
.of land between foe contend- 
ing forces, the Washington 
Post reported Friday. 

Washington had resisted 
backing specific outlines for a 
territorial solution between a 
Muslim-Croat Federation and 
a breakaway Serb force, 
although U.S. officials recently 
.approved in principle a 51 per 
cent to 49 per cent division of 
land with the Muslims and 
Croats receiving the bare 
majority, the newspaper said. 

Washington now was for- 
mally supporting that plan, to 
be presented at scheduled 
peace talks in Geneva, accord- 
ing to the Post. 

Quoting an unidentified 
State Department official , the 
newspaper said concern that 
talks were going nowhere and 
that foe war would drag on 
prompted Washington to prop- 
ose the “de facto map” for 
partition with details left to the 
warring factions to work out. 

“This is do-or-die for foe 
Muslims. Create and Serbs,* 
the official was quoted 
saying. “We basically pffer a 
solution, but it is up to them to 
decide whether to accept.’ 

Bosnia’s president protested 
Thursday over the presence of 
a Serb liaison officer at U.N.- 
controlled Tuzla Airport, de- 
manding its return to govern- 
ment hands unless he is re- 
moved. 

•^Without our knowledge 
UNPROFOR (U.N. Protec- 
tion Force) has allowed a Serb 
liaison officer to come to the 
airport," President Alija Lzet- 
begovic told reporters in 
Sarajevo. 


Poll: U.K. Tories 33 points behind 
Labour in run-up to European elections 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain's 
niling Conservative Party lan- 
guishes 33 points behind foe 
Labour opposition and faces 
foe prospect of humiliating de- 
feat in the June 9 European 
elections, according to a Gal- 
lup Poll appearing Friday. 

The poll in Friday’s Daily 
Telegraph estimates support 
for foe Conservatives at just 21 
per cent, half a percentage 
point behind the Liberal 
Democrats at 21.5 per cent, 
while Labour with 54 per cent 
looks set for a landslide vic- 
tory. 

It also con finned shadow 
home secretary Tony Blair’s 
substantial lead over his poten- 
tial Labour rivals in the race 
for the Labour leadership, 
which will begin the day after 
voting in the European elec- 
tions. 

But as details of the poll 
leaked out Thursday night. 
Prime Minister John Major — 
undaunted — launched into his 
most forthright electioneering 
so far, saying he was unre pen- 
tent about criticism of the 
European Union and insisting 


Europe had gone wrong in 
recent years. 

Conservative strategists may 
find some consolation in the 
fact foe poll was carried out 
between May 25 and May 30 
before Mr. Major launched his 
series of attacks on European 
Union integration. 

They are reported to believe 
his concept of a multi-paced 
Europe in which member 
states progress at different 
speeds offers the best hope of 
persuading Tory supporters to 
vote. 

Mr. Major late Thursday 
pledged to campaign for an 
open Europe, which would not 
be “the remote preserve of an 
elite circle of politicians and 
bureaucrats" and where reg- 
ulation would be dramatically 
reduced. 

Stressing that he would not 
moderate his approach to 
Europe, be said: “I will be 
critical where I must. Difficult 
if I have to be. I would rather 
speak up and put foe case for 
what I know to be right for 
Britain than clink glasses in 
agreement with something that 


is wrong. 

He repeated his condemna- 
tion of foe social chapter of foe 
Maastricht Treaty, saying 
“The social chapter sound 
fair. But what is fair — or 
moral — about making it har- 
der for people without jobs to 
get back into work?” 

Although the surge in 
Labour support may prove to 
be a temporary response to 
John Smith's death, Tory party 
managers are reported to fear 
Labour will receive another 
boost with the expected elec- 
tion of shadow home secretary 
Tony Blair to the leadership 
next month. 

The Gallup poll carried out 
before the withdrawal 
Wednesday of shadow chancel- 
lor Gordon Brown, one of Mr. 
Blair's main rivals in the con- 
test, found that Mr. Blair had 
nearly double foe support of 
his nearest rival. 

But the propsect that Mr. 
Blair could be elected un- 
opposed brought the first signs 
of disunity in Labour’s ranks 
since foe loss of its leader John 
Smith, who died last month. 


Cambodia governor: Khmer Rouge can be beaten 


rentiy patrol the area which straddles a 
controlled by the now allied Bbrniu Croat (HVO) 
and Bosnian Army forces (AFP photo) 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Gov- 
ernment forces have driven 
back Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
who in April threatened Cam- 
bodia's second dty of Battam- 
bang, a local offidal said Fri- 
day. 

Serey Kosal, deputy gov- 
ernor of foe northwest pro- 
vince of the same name, said 
military units spearheaded by 
armed police had dispersed- the 
guerrillas’ and were now dug in 
at Svay Sar about 60 
kilometres southeast of Bat- 
tambang City. 

Mr. Kosal painted a picture 
of setbacks for the Maoist re- 
bels since they inflicted two 
humiliating defeats on the 
army this year. 

After capturing and then los- 
ing a northern guerrilla base at 
Anlong Veng, foe army seized 
the main Khmer Rouge head- 
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But troops were driven out 
one month later after a well 
organised rebel counter-attack 
from the hills around the town. 
Elsewhere in April. 500 Khmer 
Rouge fighters forced army un- 
its to retreat almost 50 
kilometres to within artillery 
range of Battambang City. 

Stunned by the ease of the 
rebel advance, the army 
rushed in thousands of rein- 
forcements plus tanks- and 
heavy artillery. 

Mr. Kosal told Reuters the 
army had encircled a large 
force of Khmer Rouge at Sdao 
district 38 kilometres south of 
Battambang and inflicted a 
major defeat on them. 

He said mare than 300 
Khmer Rouge nad been killed 
since their victory at Pailin on 
April 20, five had be enjak en 
prisoner and ano:’ 

to 


rated army could retake Pailin 
within two days, if ordered. 

“If we were ordered to cap- 
ture it, it would take two days 
— at the longest, two days," 
said Mr. Kosal, adding that 
guerrilla strength around Pailin 
was overrated. 

Peace talks between foe gov- 
ernment and the Khmer Rouge 
ended in failure last weekend 
and Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh has pre- 
dicted more fighting. 

But analysts said the onset of 
the rainy season would prob- 
ably mean fewer large-scale 
clashes. For the time bong foe 
army has deployed in roughly 
foe same location as before its 
ill-conceived attack on Pailin. 

The Khmer Rouge, re- 
sponsible for foe death of one 


runners easily sup ships can sneax tnrougn Thc' ~*vcn-ctusc. w»~. 



free elections in May 1993. 
They are mounting a sporadic 
guerrilla war to back demands 
for what they call an advisory 
role in government. 

Mr. Kosal said most army 
units loyal to the Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP), foe poli- 
tical wing of the former 
Vietnamese-installed govern- 
ment. had been withdrawn 
from frontline duty along the 
southern Route 10 highway. 

Replacements from royalist 
and other non-Communist 
battalions had been deployed 
in their place, he said. The 
reason for foe move was un- 
dear. 

The royalists and the CPP 
formed a coalition after the 
elections and merged their 
armed forces. But while foe 
160, 000-strong army is now 
officially unified, most batta- 
lions have remained loval to 


Bobbitt claims * 
baby he once 
rejected 

NIAGARA FALLS, New 
York (AFP) — John Bobbitt 
dahoned fatherhood of a baby 
boy, ending a tangled pa t ernity 
suit for the fonner Marine who 
made headlines last year when 
his wife cut off his penis. *1 am 
thrilled, excited and blessed to 
be the father of this b eautifu l 
baby,” Mr. Bobbitt said fat a 
statement which recanted - his 
earlier denials that foe 17- 
month-old boy was his. Beat- 
rice Williams, 21, said Mr. 
Bobbitt got her pregnant in 
1992 while be was still married 
to his wife, Lorena, who cut off 
his penis after she said he 
raped her. Blood tests indi- 
cated Mr. Bobbitt was foe 
father, but his lawyer lad 
argued that the results were 
not conclusive enough to de- 
cide William’s paternity suit 
which could give her up to 17 
per cent of Bobbitt’s earnings. 
The two are now working out a 
settlement but Mr. Bobbitt is 4 
due in court for another case in 
which he was charged with 
assaulting his fiancee. The two 
have reunited and she accom- 
panied him to Thursday’s hear- 
ing. Bobbitt, whose penis was 
reattached in June 1993, is 
expected to be able to have 
more children. His divorce 
from Lorena is to be final in 
July. 

Play It again, Sam 
—louder 

NEW YORK (AP) — Does 
jour boogie-woogie fever give 
your neighbours the Maes? 
The solution is now at your 
fingertips: The silent ' — » 
ssshhhh — piano is here. The 
latest in keyboard technology . 
was unveiled Wednesday by 
Yamaha, which has created a 
piano that only the player can 
hear. The instrument is a hyb- 
rid of a traditional piano ami a 
digital piano. So what does 
that mean, other than no com- 
plaints from the rough audi- 
ence in foe next apartment?. 
The piano has a system that 
can be turned on to prevent foe 
hammers from hitting the 
strings. The player listens to 
foe music through headphones * 
plugged into the piano. With r 
foe system off, the “silent 
series” piano performs like a 
normal instrument. The sug- 
gested retail price for the in- 
strument is $ 8 , 395 . . . 

Indonesia bans 
Schindler's List 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesian film censors 
have banned the Oscar- 
winning movie Schindler's 
List, saying it contains too 
much violence and nudity. 
Soekanto, executive director 
of the Him Censorship Board, 
said the decision was reached 
at a full meeting of the board. ■ 
The board earlier bad passed 
the film by Steven Spielberg, 
though it had ordered some 
cute of “sadistic and nudity 
scenes.” Islamic leaders called 
foe film Jewish 

and insisted that it' 

Mr. Soekanto said, however, 
the board did not consider 
whether or not the film prop- 
agates Zionism. “We ' didn't 
base our decision on that mat- 
ter. It’s purely because of the 
nudity and sadistic action,” be f 
added. Sc h i n dler’s List won 
seven Oscars in February's 
American Academy Awards 
presentation. It depicts foe 
story of a German war pro- 
fiteer who saved the fives of 
more than 1,000 Polish Jews 
from the Nazis. Controversy 
over the film also arose in 
Thailand, the Philippines and 
Malaysia. However, Manila 
and Bangkok, under public 
pressure, have allowed it to be 
shown without cute. 

Japanese bosses 
still anti-women, 
minister says 

TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
minister said Friday chat 
Japanese employers still be- 
lieved men did a better job 
than women, and be urged 
employers to break the mould 
by hiring female graduates. 
Economic Planning Agency 
Minister Yoshio Terasawa said 
Japanese women received un- 
equal treatment from em- 
ployers. “Of course there are a 
lot of good women students 
around, Mr. Terasawa told a 
news conference. “I suspect 
employers still have outmoded 
ideas that boys do better jobs 
TeraSwa 

«ud Se had told his cabinet 
colleagues Japan fagged be- 
mnd other industrial countries 
in that it was stiU arguing about 
equal rights. “It’sVwaste. I 
rogret that foreign banks and 
securities companies are 
snatching away good women 
graduates while Japanese firms 
are giving up on them,” said ' 
Mr. Terasawa, who came from 
foe securities industry. The 
rabinet has set up a working 
sroup tojielp women stndei 
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Van Basten decides 
against World Cup 
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NOORDWUK, Netherlands 
(R) — AC Milan striker Marco 
Van Basten has decided 
against joining the Dutch 
world Cup squad for the finals 
in the United States this 
month, a Dutch Soccer Union 
spokeswoman said Friday. 

Van Basten was invited to 
become the 22nd player in the 
Dutch squad after Ruud Gullit 
left the Dutch training camp 
Monday without offering any 
reason. 

Dutch coach Dick Advocaat 
has called in Anderlechc striker 
John Bosnian in place of the 
three times European player of 
the year. 

Van Basten, who has not 
played since May last year. 


said Thursday hie had told 
Advocaat he was ready to re- 
place Ruud Gullit. 

“I told him 1 am all right,” 
Van Basten said. “If Gullit 
hadn’t left the team, I would 
have stayed behind at Mlanello 
training. Given that this oppor- 
tunity has come up, HI go and 
train in America instead.” 

But according to Dutch 
media AC Milan has since 
urged Van Basten not to go as 
it vas still too early to play at 
the top level. The dub said 
that they were Loyal to him 
after his two ankle operations 
and expected him to return 
that loyalty by not risking, 
another ankle injury in the 
United States. 


Pacers are one victory 
away from NBA finals 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 
% (AFP) — Reggie Miller is 
dominating basketball games 
the way Michael Jordan once 
did. 

As a result, the surprising 
Indiana Pacers are one victory 
away from the National Bas- 
ketball Association (NBA) fin- 
als. 

“He just moved up to the 
next level,” Indiana guard 
Byron Scott said of his back- 
court mate. “People are start- 
ing to realise what kind of 
player he is. Now all he has to 
do is do it one more time.” 

Miller scored 25 of bis 39 
points in the fourth quarter, 
rallying Indiana from a 12- 
point deficit to a 93-86 victory 
over New York in game five of 
their semi-final series. 

“Everything was happening 
in slow motion.” Miller said. 
“I could see what defenders 
were going to do before they 
did it.” 

“That was a Michael Jordan 
game.” 1 New York coach Pat 
Riley said. '“That was a 
Michael Jordan quarter.” 

The Pacers, who had never 
won an NBA playoff series 
before this year, can eliminate 
* the Knicks with a triumph here 


late Friday. New York must 
win to even the best-of-seven 
series and force a deriding 
game. Either way, the NBA 
finals start Wednesday in 
Houston. 

“We’re stunned. The Knicks 
are stunned. I know Tm stun- 
ned,” Indiana forward Anto- 
nio Davis said. “Nobody ex- 
pected this. But here we are.” 

Most stunned is New York’s 
Patrick Ewing, who guaran- 
teed two months ago his dub 
would win the title. After 
being kept to a career-low one 
poutt in game three of the 
series, Ewing has watched the 
Pacers win three straight. 

“It hurts, but it doesn’t, 
break our spirit,” Ewing said. : - 
“We still believe in ourselves.” 

Miller is becoming more fen- . 
tured in NBA advertising. His 
fried with Knicks’ Can and film 
director Spike Lee is also 
drawing attention. The Knicks 
will not respond to Miller’s 
taunts, so he gives them to Lee 
in his courtside seat. Miller 
made choking motions and 
several choice comments to 
Lee during his run of five 
3-points shots in the fourth 
period Wednesday. 
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South West North East 

1 I Pass 1 7 Pass 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of + 
"Gentlemen of the jury: 

“This is a case of aggravated as- 
sault brought by my client, Mr. 
East, against Mr. Went, a former 
bridge partner. The altercation fol- 
lowed a bridge hand played at the 
dub. where the plaintiff and the de- 
fendant were defending a contract 
of three no trump. 

"With nothing to guide "he de- 
fenders, West elected to attack with 
s club. East won the first trick with 


the ace and returned partner's suit- 
Since the West hand was entry leas, 
the defendant elected U* allow de- 
clarer to win the trick to maintain 
communications between the East 
and West hands. When diamonds 
proved no worse then 4-1, declarer 
claimed nine tricks. 

I 

“My diem- suggested that West 
should win the trick with the long 
■ and shift to a heart to defeat the 
contract. West countered that there 
was no way to tell bow the cards lay 
and on a different distribution that 
defense could present declarer with 
the contract. The conversation grew 
inexeamgly heated, and eventually 
West let fly a perfect right cress that 
resulted in my client ending on the 
floor on the seat of his pants." 

"It is the opinion of this jury that 
fisticuffs have no place in the game 
of bridge and East is awarded dam- 
ages in the sum of S 1 ■ The reason for 
this pittance is that, in the jury's 
opinion. East was responsible for 
the debacle. At trick two East 
sho ul d have the king of 

hearts and then returned a dub. 
That would have made it easy for 
West to rise noth the king of dubs 
and return a heart to defeat the 
contract?" 


Carson poised for 
rare golden double 


EPSOM, England (R) — Wil- 
lie Carson is poised to repeat 
one of horse raring's rare 
doubless — winning the Epsom 
Derby and Oalri in (he same 
season. 

After a thrilling success on 
Erhaab in Wednesday’s Der- ' 
by, Carson partners the 
talented but highly-strung 
Bulaxie, 13-8 favourite for 
Saturday's Fillies' classic. 

Carson did the Derby-Oaks 
double in 1980 on Henbit and 
Bireme and 14 years on, at the 
age of 51, there is nothing to 
suggest his powers are on the 
wane. 

His performance on Erhaab 
will dwell in the memory, the 
ex-champion conjuring one of 
the best finishes to a classic for 
years. 

Carson, who complained 
long and loud about the num- 
ber of no-hopers in Wednes- 
day's race, will be happier with 
the Oaks field. 

Provided Bulaxie does not 
become too stirred up in the 
preliminaries, she has the class 
and form to win, although she 
faces some substantial challen- 
gers. 

French-trained Bonash (11- 
4) kept her unbeaten record in 
the group three Prix Vanteaux 
at Longchamp last month,* 
showing a fine turn of speed to 
settle the issue over nine- 
furlong (1.9 km) trip which is 
far shorter than that for which 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Maradona threatens World Cup walkout 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Diego Maradona has again 
threatened to withdraw from Argentina's squad which is 
finalising preparations for the World Cup with a match a gains t 
Croatia in Zagreb Friday. Press reports here said for the third 
time in four days Maradona had threatened to quit the side, 
this time following a row over the selection of another player. 
Speaking in Vienna Thursday, the Argentina captain said he 
was tired of the “lack of organisation” of team selection. 
Maradona's latest remarks follow a row over the omission 
from the squad of Dario Franco, the 29-year-old midfielder 
who plays fo Real Zaragoza in Spain. 

McCallum is temporary champion 

MEXICO CITY (AFP) — The World Boxing Council (WBC) 
has officially named Jamaica's Mike McCallum as their interim 
light heavyweight champion, but the WBC is still leaving the 
door open to Australian Jeff Harding. Harding was stripped of 
the title for failing to put it at stake since Dec. 3, 1992. He was 
injured in training shortly before he was due to face American . 
Randall Yonker in Las Vegas March 4, and withdrew from the 
fight. J 


FLATS FOR SALE 

BuHding of ten flats, in front of Mecca St. Each flat is more 
than 200m 2 , has 3 bedrooms, one master, plus a living room, 
dining room and sitting room, a wide kitchen with veranda. 
There is a floor of full services. 

For more Information, call the owner at 816968 
In the afternoon. 

The building is suitable for embassy staff and foreign 
establishments. 

Price will be discussed after viewing. 


FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE CARS 

B.M.W. 5201, 1991 

24 valves, white, automatic, air-conditioning, heated 
seats, cruise control, elect, windows. In top condition, 
German plate. 

Price: $ 15,000 final. 

RENAULT 25, 1989 

Silver metallic, automatic,' air conditioning, electric 
windows, cruise control, R/C. Excellent condition. 
Price: $ 6,500 final. 

Please call 823789 


Bruguera, Berasategui to stage 
all- Spanish French Open final 


she was bred. 

There is every reason to 
believe that she will be a much 
better filly now that she is 
given the chance to tackle a 
mile and a half (2.4 km). 

Pat Eddery riders for trainer 
Andre Fabre and owner 
Khaled Abdullah — a power- 
ful combination. 

Balanchine (6-1), bids to 
provide Dubai-based trainer 
Hilal Ibrahim with his first 
British classic success. 

She nearly did the trick in 
the English 1,000 Guineas at 
Newmarket in April, when, 
with only two wins m Minor 
Company as a juvenile behind 
her, she was sent off an un fan- 
cied 20-1 shot. 

But she made those odds 
look very generous with a fine 
display under Frankie Dettori, 
raring prominently from the 
start and -going (town by just a 
short head to Las Meninas. 

There is every reason to 
expect her to prove at least as 
effective over this longer trip, 
given the way she battled on 
strongly ail the way to the line 
in the one mile (1.6 km) 
Guineas. 

Wind in Her Hair (7-1) is 
unbeaten in her two races this 
season and trainer John Hills 
will be hoping for some com- 
pensation following Broadway 
Flyer's disappointing Derby 
run. 


PARIS (AP) — Sergi Bru- 
guera, who struggled past Jim 
Courier in last year's French 
Open final, won easily in a 
four-set semifinal Friday to 
move into an all Spanish-title 
match with his friend and 
Davis' ■ Cup teammate, Alber- 
to Berasategui. 

Bruguera, seeded sixth, was 
far st ea d i er in winning 6-3, 

5- 7, 6-3, 6-3 on a windswept 
centre court. Courier, group- 
ing for the consistency that 
helped him win this tourna- 
ment in 1991 and 1992, com- 
mitted 64 unforced errors and 
eight double-faults, to only 29 

, and one for his opponent. 
Bruguera will defend his 
crown Sunday against the 23rd- 
ranked Berasategui in the first 
all-Spanish final in Grand Slam 
history. 

Berasategui, who in less 
than a year has rocketed from 
obscurity to day-court star- 
dom, whipped 16. forehand 
winners to crush 46th- ranked 
Magnus Laisson of Sweden, 

6- 3, 6-4, 6-1, and reach the 
final without losing a set. It' 
took just 72 minutes, one of 
the quickest men’s matches of 
the tournament, but the centre 
court crowd was enthralled by 
Bcrasategui's brilliant play. 

“He played a game 1 wasn’t* 
familiar with. I wasn't sure " 
what was going on in the ■ 
court,” Courier said. “He’s 
tough. Sergi’s tough.... I'd like 
to see that one (the final) 
myself.” 

Bruguera said his five-set 
victory over Courier last year 
was moite difficult. . 

“I controlled the match bet- 
ter this time,” he said. “I was 
feeling I had more power than 
him. I could move him around. 
He could not attack as well as 
last year, and that gave me 
more confidence.” 

“At times he pressed me. 
More often than not I just 
made loose mistakes,” said 
Courier, the No. 7 seed. 
“What I lacked in the defining 
moments of the match was 
aggression. I didn't play really 
badly, but I didn't play well.” 
Bruguera reached the semi- 
final without losing a set. 
Courier, though not as domi- 
nant, played well in a four-set 
victory over top-seeded Pete 
Sampras in a quarterfinal 
Tuesday. 



Arantxa Sanchez- VErario (R) and Conchita 
Martinez kbs after their French Open send-final 


Thursday which Sanchez won 6-3. 6-1 (tr,, 
photo) 


Pierce looks forward to historic win 


PARIS (R) — Emerging talent , 
Mary Pierce bids to become 
the first French Open for 27 
years when she meets Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
Saturday’s final. 

Twelfth seed Pierce, who 
delighted the home fans by 
demolishing world number one 
Steffi Graf m straight sets in a 
semifinal clash Thursday, said 
she was not afraid of second 
seed Sanchez Vicario. 

“Her game suits me because 
she (days defensively and that 
will give me time to prepare 
my shots,” said the 19-year-old 
Pierce, who impressed by 
dropping only 10 games on her 
path to the final — a French 
Open record. 

“She’s very strong and if she 
plays like she played against 
Graf , I really can’t see how she 
could be beaten," said Fran- 
coise Durr, who scored 
France’s last win in the 
women’s tournament, beating 


FOB A QUICK SALE 
ATTRACTIVE PRICE 

Good condition 1992 Volvo 460, 
full options, less than 50,000 km mileagej 
champagne color, duty unpaid. 

Please call 685512, 8am - 7pm. 


* Nazek A1 Hariri Charity Centre 
for Special Education 

Handicrafts Exhibition 

The Vocational Rehabilitation Centre at Nazek AI JHariri 
Charity Centre for Special Education will hold its annual 
handicrafts exhibition — carpets, rugs, woven material 
as well as bamboo and straw works — at the centre’s 
premises in Dabooq, Amman between June 5-12, 
1994. 

The exhibition will be open for the public from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. 

For more Information please call: 

Tel. 847171/2 or Fax: 847173 . 


Australian Leslie Turner i fa the 
1967 final. 

Graf, who was widely fan- 
cied to win her fourth title on 
the Paris clay in the continued 
absence of Monica Seles, sum- 
med up Pierce's abilities thus: 
“She plays faster than Monica 
and die hits the ball just as 
hard.” 

Pierce, whose rise has come 
as good news for women's ten- 
nis, badly wanting somebody 
to challenge the big names, will 
need all her strength to move 
past gritty Sanchez Vicario. in 
the Paris final for the third 
time. 

Saturday’s match will fea- 
ture the only two women to 
have beaten Graf this season. 
But while Sanchez Vicario 
needed three tough sets to 
overcome the German 4-6 7-6 

7-6 in the Hamburg final last 
month. Pierce took just 77 
minutes to blow Graf off cen- 


tre court 6-2 6-2 Thursdqy 1 

Sanchez Vicario has no sj ng/ 
le stroke to compare ■syjS 
Pierce's devastating forehand' 
and penetrating backhands bur 
her solid all-round game and 
her fighting spirit can work 
miracles. 

Sanchez Vicario, who bee; 
Graf in the 1989 final, has fw* 
been quite as impressive ^ 
Pierce in the previous rounds 
but she nevertheless managed 
to reach the final wither 
dropping a set in her typical, 
battling style. 

“My game has improved { R 
many ways,’’ she said afte,- 
troundng compatriot Conchita 
Martinez 6-3 frl in the semifin- 
als. “Now l can attack and bf 
more aggressive. 

“I know everybody will want 
Mary to win but I don't care,” 
she added. *TSI just try to pg: 
everything together and hope- 
fully, things will go my way." 


FOR SALS 

1983 Chevy Blazer, 350 V-8, 90.0GC miles, 4X4WD, 
duty not paid multisystem stereo VCR, Sony stereo, CD 
player, Sega W/Mortal Combat, weight lifting equip, 
ment, desk. 

Sale June 10, Abu Hanifa St., BLD. 35 (Two blocks 
south of Amra Hotel). 

Can 810-684 


The Regional Office of the international J 
Federation of Red Cross and Red | 
Crescent Societies is looking for sup- ‘ 
pliers of food commodities: rice, lentils ■' 
and vegetable oil. 

Potential suppliers can introduce 
themselves by fax, number 
694556, within one week of the 
date of this announcement 


FOR RENT 

Newly unfurnished apt for rent for diplomatic missions. 

A first floor with separate entrance, consists of three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, living room, L-shaped sitting 
and dining room, servant's room with bathroom. 

Located at A! Rabiah area 

For further information, please call 666742 


^ JOB VACANCY 

A well-established advertising and commercial ads. com- 
pany wishes to appoint: 

(Sales Female/Male) 

With the following requirements: 

-Experience in the local market 

- Should be ambitious, self-motivated and have a pleasant 
personality. 

Interested candidates who meet with! foe above 
requirements should contact: Mr. Ra eo. 

Send your CV*s to P.O.Box 9378, 

Amman (11191) Jordan. 

* Please write your phone numoer. 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment. Three bedrooms, two bath- 
rooms, salon, and a dining room, kitchen and breakfast 
room with a garage and telephone. 

Um Uthaina, Tel. 666755 


•S3ME- 

Your birth 

•> U 

stone will! 

WON’T | 


;iELL, 

^VOajani 

*Bh^P JEWELLER 5 


Amra Hotel - Amman 


Furnished Super Deluxe 
Apartm ent For Rent 

In Shmeisara, near Forte Grand Hotel. 3 bedrooms, one of 
them master. 3 salons, 3 bathrooms, tug nice kitchen, 
terrace, central heating, solar hot water, garage, very quiet 
place, yearly rent. 

Please call 680364. Nice for diplomatic family. 


FOR SALE 

Car: 1992 Suzuki Sidekick (Vitara), 4-door, 
4-wheel drive, 6,500 km, air conditioning, 
elec, power package, duty not paid, 
JD 11,000. Computer: 386sx-25 IMB-comp., 
4MB RAM/1 24MB hard drive, dual floppies, 
■14" VGA color monitor, loaded W/software, 
with printer. JD 1 ,400. 

Tel: 820101, ext 2643 


Apa rtment For^Renfl 


Three Bedrooms , Three Bathrooms , EIK , T.V Room . 
Dining Room, Living Room Compined walking distance to 
U.S Embassy 

Please contact 816916 naoud Jalajel 
or U.S . A - 2012798101 Aymen . _ 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHMESSANfi 

The first is a second floor with an area of 200 square metres 
It consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining rooms 
large kitchen, and three bathrooms. ' 

i ® 9raund f,oor consisting of two bedrooms 
string and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in 
veranda, separate entrance with small garden and aaraae 

central heatPng^nd 
o? 10 ' Western Shmeisani. Abdul Haiim Ai 

Nimr St., near Bilal Mosque. Building No. 24 

FIs. call 685593 or 664256 


Cinema Tel.: 6 

PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 

Tel.: 699238 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

• 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

Tel.: 675571 


PLAZA 

CONCORD 


NOUN THEATRE 

Nabfl AI Mashfad Theatre 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel,: 62515 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Tom Cruise & Holly Hunter 
in 

The Firm 


1) Life After Marriage 

Shows: 12:30 , 3:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

2) ALADDIN 

Shows: 2:00, 5,-00 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

FX - 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 
THE GETAWAY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:45, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


Soon the new play !!I 


Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy: 

“PUNCTURED BAG’ 1 


The political comedy play. 

“WHAT A PEACES” 
(AT Salem Ye SaBa mi 
At 8:39 p.m. 

ror reservations please call 6251 5£ 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 9:00 
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Jordan is keen on Arab 
"economic blocs, but no 
iyria-Lebanon move yet 


'Cross offi 
* “Hie R By Ayman A1 Safadi 
'tic Front) Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
.'day," the 


;oay, 

- The of AMMAN — Even though Jor- 


' heard of t^ an supports economic in- 
■Cross col -cgration among Arab states, 
.Kabgayi, 110 concrete steps have been 
Cathol'i^en to form an economic 

- kilometre! ?>1 -tnce grouping the Kingdom 
Tcapital Ki ' s 'Vria and Lebanon, in- 

Thousai forme u sources said Friday, 
-tiviliansh- ‘‘Economic integration is a 
!gayidurin^ or danian requirement, but 
of fightir^ 1 ® Kingdom will not enter 

- troops am ‘ nto economic or political 
loccasionaSronpings before preparing 
! from the soli d foundations for them 

killed tbe^ 15 **” said a source, close to 
Aid w> *e government and the Royal 
weekend Court. 

the retri Agence France Press re- 
forcss an ported Thursday that Jordan, 
who are b Syria and Lebanon had been 
500,000 p discussing the formation of an 
ing 1 startc economic cooperation council 
fresh Idlii sinilur to the now defunct 
Meanw Arab Cooperation Council 
came uni (ACC) which grouped Jordan, 
while eva Egypt, Yemen and Iraq. The 
ped in he ACC, which reportedly 
promises antagonised some Gulf states, 
and' the a collapsed immediately after 
sirokesms *he eruption of the Gulf crisis 
— - . m 1990. 

The agency quoted unidenti- 


condemnation of some econo- 
mic experts in Jordan. 

Jordan's past experiences 
with regional alliances ren- 
dered it cautious when discus-, 
sing the formation of such 
groupings, the source said. The 
source said the formation of 
the council was floated by 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez who was briefed 
by Lebanese Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Beni on discus- 
sions the latter held on the 
issue with Jordanian parlia- 
mentarians during his visit here 
last month. 


But the discussion with Mr. 
Beni did not go beyond the 
expression of some Jordanian 
parliamentarians of their belief 
in the viability of economic 
cooperation with Lebanon, 
sources said. 


could start working to discuss 
practical steps for reatisuig the 
grouping," said the source, 
pointing out that Jordan be- 
lieves in joint Arab action not 
only on the economic arena 
but also on the security and 
political ones. 

The source said that econo- 
mic integration with Syria and 
Lebanon would be governed 
by regional and international 
politics and Jordan is aware of 
the limit to which Arab- Arab 
relations could go. 

Jordan and Syria took large 
steps towards economic in- 
tegration in the late 1970s but 
the’ Kingdom was then 
punished by neighbouring 
countries which stopped their 
aid to the Kingdom in anger, 
the source said. 


& =1 
tn 


jj fied political sources in Jordan 


as saying the proposed alliance 
n R *>**> f e would aim at “countering the 
wlH y repercussions 


of the 


Other informed sources said 
Syria had floated the issue with 
the Kingdom recently, but Jor- 
dan reiterated its position that 
solid groundwork had to be 
carried out before translating 
such ideas into reality. 

“How could you have eco- 
nomic integration with Syria 
which does not have an ambas- 
sador in Jordan yet and where 
Jordanian television transmis- 
sion is jammed?" the source 
said. 


“Neither Jordan nor Syria 
believe in taking short cuts" in 
implementing projects of such 
magnitude, added the source. 

The joint Jordanian-Syrian 
Higher Committee will hold 
talks on economic cooperation 
in Amman on Monday. In 
addition to Syrian Prime 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Zu’hi, 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa will attend the meeting 
in what was seen as an indica- 
tion of the political significance 
that the talks would have. 


Palestinian-Israeli economic 


L*— ", A'’"* 


;ti 


agreement" on the economies 
of the three countries. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed an 
economic agreement with 
Israel in Paris in April and the 


SOS was iH'i’Sceived by Syria 


%*'•' and Lebanon and invited tbe 


“Syria still has strong ties 
with allies who would not sup- 
port such a project,'’ said the 
source in reference to Gulf 
states which worked at 
the Arab Cooperation 
cil. 

“But since the intention is 
there, technical committees 


Sources said it is possible 
that ways of dealing with the. 
economic impact of the PLO- 
Israel deal on the two countries 
could be disc ussed during the 
meeting, but they will not 
amount to discussing the 
formation of an economic 
alliance. 
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Islamists see municipal law as 
targeting them, wage campaign 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 


::D 


AMMAN — With the fate of 
the controversial muniripali- 
. ties draft law still uncertain, 
irtsr/enti deputies across the political 
spectrum differ in their inter- 
pretations of the govern- 
ment’s intention behind the 
dissolution of eight municipal 
councils two weeks ago. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputies, strong critics of the 
government, saw the derision 
to replace heads and mem- 
bers of eight municipal coun- 
cils by committees headed by 
governors as a move aimed at 
undermining the Islamists' 
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r„_ role in managing the coun- 
try’s affairs. 

Abdul Aziz Jaber, an IAF 
deputy from Amman's First 

district told the Jordan Times 

iom the I' *k at the government chose to 
dissolve those councils, many 
of whose members are Islam- 
ists, because “it (the govern- 
ment) does not like to see 
Islamists in a position of pow- 
er." 

Hie deputy asserted that, 
according to the present 
municipalities law, it is illegal 
to dissolve any elected coun- 
cil, and that such measures 
were against the Kingdom’s 
interests. 

According to the present* 
law, municipal councils 
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“Once! should be elected. However, 


a draft law, which has caused 
wMinsttTS controversy in the government 
Se&y 'egkteture, calls for all 
^ municipal councils to be dis- 
_ solved by Jan. 1, 1995 and the 
intorven^ holding of municipal elec- 
tions on July 1. 


The confrontation started 
when deputies sought to 
amend the law as it was pre- 
sented by the government, 
especially an article concern- 
ing members of the Greater 
Amman Municipal Council 
and their qualifications. 

The draft law did not spe- 
cify the level of education for 
members of Amman's muni- 
cipality. But deputies intro- 
duced amendments that 
stipulate that while heads of 
municipal councils should be 
literate, Amman's mayor 
should at least have a tawjihi 
certificate. 

Furthermore, heated de- 
bates over Amman's muni- 
cipal council took place when 
deputies and the government 
argued over whether or not 
members of Amman Gow 
e mo rate should be electee! or 
appointed. 

Legislators finally readied 
a compromise whereby they 
agreed that half of the council 
would be elected while the 
other half and the governor 
would be appointed. 

The draft law, which was 
introduced to legislators in 
early January, has since been 
passed back and forth be- 
tween the Lower House and 
the Senate after differences 
over the qualifications of 
Amman's mayor, which, 
according to Senators, should 
not be conditional. 

Parliamentary sources told 
the Jordan Times that the 
draft legislation — now with 
the Senate — will not be 
approved unless both houses 
of Parliament reach an agree- 
ment over the controversial 


articles, and that both houses 
will Jaayjs to take a two- thirds 
majority vote on the draft law 
in a joint session before it can 
be approved and sent to His 
Majesty the King to be signed 
into law. 

IAF Deputy Bassam 
Ornoush criticised the gov- 
ernment's action in a report 
published in A1 Ra’i. He ac- 
cused it of being undemocra- 
tic and said it was “improper 
to dismiss people’s* wishes by 
imposing appointed commit- 
tees to replace elected ones.” 

Mr. Jaber said that by get- 
ting rid of municipal councils 
now the government had 
‘thrown’ into turmoil the har- 
mony of operation within 
municipalities whose mem- 
bers were democratically 
elected by the people." 

Among the municipal 
councils dissolved was that of 
Zarqa whose mayor was de- 
scribed by tbe Islamists as the 
best in the history of the 
municipality. 

The dismissed mayor, Yas- 
ser Omari, was launching a 
campaign for the next muni- 
cipal council elections when 
he was surprised by the dis- 
solution of the council. 

While Islamists accused the 
government of targetting 
Islamists, Mr. Omari told A1 
Bilad weekly that he did not 
think the government’s deri- 
sion was directed only against 
Islamists in the country, de- 
spite the Muslim brother- 
hood's assertions to the con- 
trary. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Crown Prince, Princess Sarvath return home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath returned home last 
night after a private visit to 
Britain, during which they 
became grandparents for the 
first time. 

The Crown Prince and 
Princess Sarvath, who began 
die visit on May 7, attended 
the birth of twin grandchil- 
dren, Zeiu A1 Sfaaraf and 
Tareq, bom to Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sumayyah 
and her husband Nasser 
Judeh, who is director of the 
'Jordan Information Bureau 
in London. The twins were 
bom on May 9. 

While in Britain the 
Crown Prince met with emi- 
nent British personalities, in- 
cluding the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, gave a lecture at a 

(Cautioned on page 5) 



Their Royal Hi g hnesses Crown Prince 
and Princess Sarvath are received upon their 
return home o& Friday by members of the 


Royal Family and Prime Minister 
Sabm MajaB (Petra photo) 


Government doctors press demand 
. with two-hour work stoppage 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Doctors at the 
Ministry of Health hospitals 
will observe a two-hour work 
stoppage today to press their 
demands for salary increases. 

According to a paediatrician 
who spoke on condition of 
anon.mity “we will go to 
work norr illy, but win not 
work between 10 a.m. and 
noon; *we will only treat 
emergencies if needed." 

The doctors are demanding 
salaries equivalent to those of 
physicians working at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital and 
military hospitals in the King- 
dom. 


A list of demands and orga- 
nisational matters provided to 
the Jordan Times mentions 
“improvement of the financial 
situation of the Ministry of 
Health doctors that would en- 
able them to lead a dignified 
life and would prevent good 
doctors from leaving govern- 
ment hospitals." 

It also emphasises the need to 
hire good specialists at these 


hospitals in order to improve 
health services and maintain a 
standard comparable to that of 
the other medical institutions. 

The demands sparked a 
strike about two years ago and 
continue to be an issue over a 
two-tier system of granting 
allowances, putting the doctors 
into the category of “before 
1988" and after. 

According to the paediatri- 
cian, doctors who started work 
before 1988 are given 3S per 
cent of the “overall" salary as 
allowance while those who 
started work after 1988 are 
granted 30 per cent of the 
“basic salary allowance. This 
creates a gap between the doc- 
tors working for the same in- 
stitution and has, as a result, 
made the doctors to seek for 
the cancellation or improve- 
ment of the system. 

According to a study pre- 
sented in 1991 by the then 
minister of health, Mamdouh 
A1 Abbadi, to tbe prime minis- 
ter, the gap is even bigger 
between the pay received by 
the ministry's doctors and 
those working at military or 
university hospitals, reaching 


(at the time) 43 per cent in the 
case of a specialist and 38 per 
cent in that of a general practi- 
tioner. 

A specialist who had worked 
for five years at the University 
of Jordan Hospital, for exam- 
ple, would get a JD 1,234 
salary per month, including in- 
centives. The same doctor 
from a Ministry of Health hos- 
pital, hired "according to tbe 
1977 system, wonld get JD 684 
(with 50 per cent incentives 
could reach JD 895) but JD 491 
(JD 606 with incentives) if 
hired after 1988. 


The aim of today's stoppage 
is to “reach a unified system of 
payment" for doctors at all 
hospitals. If granted, accord* — 
to a study done in 1991 by Dr. 
Na'el Ajlouni and Dr. Abbadi, 
this “equalisation" would have 
cost JD 2.5 million per year. 

Today’s .action will be fol- 
lowed by a four-hour work 
stoppage on Monday, a full 
day on Wednesday and an 
open strike on Saturday if the 
doctors' conditions are not 
met, according to the 
paediatrician. 


At least 164 killed in waves 
sparked by Indonesian quake 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (Agen- 
cies) — Ocean waves triggered 
by a strong earthquake hit vil- 
lages along the coast of In- 
donesia’s eastern Java early 
Friday, killing at least 164 peo- 
ple and destroying hundreds of 
homes, officials said. 

Earlier, officials had re- 
ported 245 deaths, but said 
casualty lists from different dis- 
tricts had overlapped, resulting 
in double counting. 

The earthquake, with a pre- 
liminary magnitude of 5.9, 
struck at 1:17 a.m. (1817 GMT 
Thursday), when most villa- 
gers were asleep, officials said. 

A meteorological official. 
Johannes Tasar, said at least 
405 people were injured and 42 
people still missing after the 
quake in Banyuwangi regency, 
about 1,080 kilometres south- 
east of Jakarta. 

At least 413 homes and 245 
fishing boats were destroyed, 
he said. 

Abdullah, a local official, 
said most victims were fish 
vendors living in six coastal 
villages that were hit by the 
waves about one hour after the 
earthquake. 

He quoted a fisherman who 


survived, Slamet, as saying the 
waves caught sleeping villagers 
by surprise. 

“Before they could realise 
something was wrong, the wa- 
ter swept them away," he said. 

A teen-ager named Joko * 
said he barely escaped by run- 
ning to higher ground but lost 
his baby sister. 

“I woke up because there 
was so much noise in the 
house. My mother was calling 
for help. Then I realised some- 
thing was wrong. My father 
and mother did not have time 
to save my baby sister because 
the water suddenly rose very 
fast in our home," he said. 

As he ran, be said, he saw 
the water swallowing his home 
and those of his neighbours. 

The districts worst hit were 
Purwoharjo, Sarongan and 
Tegaldlima around the town of 
Banyuwangi, wedged on a nar- 
row strait between the islands 
of Java and Bali. 

Two thousand people were 
killed by earthquake and a 
tidal wave on the eastern island 
of Flores in late 1992. 

The quake struck at 1:17 
a.m. (1817 GMT), with its 
epicentre in the Indian Ocean, 


uiggering tidal waves that 
swamped Banyuwangi, 
meteorological office said. 

The biggest death toll was 
recorded in coastal Pesang- 
geran with 116 fatalities, while 
12 others died in neighbouring 
Purwohaijo. 

Local authorities could not 
be contacted in Banyuwangi, 
the main town of the district of 
the same name. Although tre- 
mors were felt in Malang dis- 
trict, north of the epicentre, no 
casualties were reported there, 
authorities said. 

The official Antara news 
agency said that in Sumber- 
manjing, on the southern coast 
of Malang, a total of 38 build- 
ings, fish farms and boats were 
damaged or swept by waves, 
but there were no casualties. 

The Televisi Pendidikan In- 
donesia private television net- 
work said that minor damage 
was reported in surrounding 
areas. 

Antara said that a 25-man 
search and rescue team men 
had been dispatched to the 
stricken area from Malang and 
were still searching for victims 
as well as evacuating the survi- 
vors late Friday. 
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Gaza police force ‘overworked’ and ‘ under-equipped ’ 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


GAZA CITY — Every day 
hundreds of people gather 
outside the headquarters of 
the Palestinian police force 
waiting to meet with officials. 
Carrying papers and a re- 
quest of some sort, they seek 
to make their first contact 
with Palestinian authorities, 
who they hope, will begin to 
solve some or their problems. 

But the Gaza police head- 
quarters, with only 500 
policemen at its immediate 
disposal, is completely over- 
worked. 

“Our priorities are law and 
order, to clean up Gaza and 
to help set the ground-work 
for a civic society." said the 
overall commander of all 
military units in Gaza, Major - 
General Nasr Yousef. 
Meeting delegation after 
'ides duri. delegation of well-wishers 
'power t and people with complaints 
what fn in his spartan office overiook- 

Aristid. 


ing the Mediterranean Gen. 
Nasr is visibly tired, keeping 
a d awn -to-mid night office 
schedule. 

The return to Palestine is 
much harsher than expected 
by Gen. Nasr and most other 
Palestinians here. The 500 
policemen stationed in Gaza 
and 3,500 other members of 
the Palestinian National 
Security Forces (PNSF) as, 
well as the two investigative 
branches of the armed forces, 
have not been paid in’ 
months. Housing is extreme- 
ly sparse and most of the 
policemen and PNSF mem- 
bers are still being dined by 
Gazans’ in on-going gestures 
of welcome. 

But Gen- Nasr comes 
straight to die point. “We 
have not received sufficient 
promised equipment and aid 
from the donors,” he said. 
According to Gen. Nasr 
almost none of the promised 
aid with the exception of blue 
police-uniforms and some 
weapons have reached the 


equipment, die 
office furniture 


police force. 

“The communications 
the cars, the 
have not 
materialised. I don’t know 
bow the donors expect us to * 
work,’" says Gen. Nasr with a 
tone of frustration. 

A tour of several police 
stations showed that the furn- 
iture has been donated by 
focal -Gazans. The sanitary 
conditions of police and army 
bases left belied by Israel are 
“unacceptable" and . bdied 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's statement 
promisinE to leave well-kept 
and well-equipped stations 
behind for the Palestinians. 

No furniture was left be- 
hind. Sewage systems are 
being totally renewed, creat- 
ing some work for Gazan 
plumbers. 

Last week newspaper ads 
called on eligible Palestinians 
to join the Palestinian police. 

“We waited so far because 
we can’t train people without 
some equipment. So we want 


to start recruitment in the 
hope that the needed equip- 


ment will arrive soon. The 
donors in Cairo and Oslo 
signed papers but thus far 
have done very little follow- 
up work,” said Gen. Yousef. 

Palestinian policemen are 
being driven to their posts by 
the PNSF members in their 
American-provided khaki 
coloured Chevrolet jeeps. 

Gaza, says Gen.' Nasr, 
needs some 3000 policemen. 
Hk* “requirements" listed in 
the local newspapers for a 
policeman is that he be be- 
tween 18 and 25 years of age. 
have a secondary school cer- 
tificate, be of two Palestinian 
parents, be of good “national 
character" and agree to serve 
12 years in the police force. 


Its purpose is to control 
traffic and deal with civic 
issues and register and act on 
complaints about crime. 

So far there had not been 
much crime, but at the police 
headquarters in the southern 
part of the Strip in Khan 
Yunis, eight men have 
already been arrested on 
charges ranging from theft to 
rape. Four men each sit in 
cells which measure five 
metres by five metres and the 
local police chief allows jour- 
nalists to take a peek to 
observe the clean conditions 
of the cells. Photographs, 
however, are not allowed. 


Most of the serving police- 
men where either policemen 
daring Egyptian and later 
Israeli rule or men con- 
scripted outside the occupied 
territories specifically for 
police work. 


Prior to the arrival of the 
Palestinian police, crimes 
were punished through the 
intervention of local notables 
or tribal leaders or through 
retaliations, says Gen. Nasr. 
“Now people come arid re- 
port to us and we must act 
fast to show that we can take 
control and make people feel 
secured by our presence.” 


oui must of the work that 
Gaza policemen have to deal 
with is either traffic control 
or laud complaints. 

When not directing the 
rather chaotic traffic in 
Gazan towns and refugee 
camps, policemen dutifully 
sit at their desks and register 
land complaints. 

Since the Israeli occupa- 
tion began in 1967 land reg- 
istration stopped; 27 years 
later issues of inheritance and 
family feuds over inheritance 
is by far the most prominent 
police-related issue for many 
Gazans. 

. “These land issues are tak- 
ing up a lot of our time. Soon 
a judiciary will be in place to 
deal with them in a more 
concrete form. We are being 
a bit overburdened by these 
issues because we have very 
little power to make legal 
decisions of this kind — once 
these decisions are taken we 
can implement them," said 
Gen. Yousef. 
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Clinton 
honours 
heroes of 
Italian 
campaign 


NETTUNO, Italy (Agencies) 
— President Bill Ointon on 
Friday commemorated World 
War II allied landings in Italy 
with a pilgrimage to the final 
resting place of 7,862 U.S. 
troops and a meeting with 
veterans of the 1943-1944 
Sidly-Rome campaigns. 

Mr. Clinton, the first U.S. 
leader born after the war and 
first post-war commander-in- 
chief without military experi- 
ence, flew from Rome by heli- 
copter to the U.S. cemetery 
just east of the Anzio beach- 
head where 100,000 allied and 
German troops died. 

Under an overcast sky, the 
47-year-okl president solemnly 
strolled among the white mar- 
ble headstones, stopping to de- 
corate some of the graves with 
tiny American flags. 

Later, speaking in front of a 
sculpture of an American sol- 
dier and sailor standing with 
arms draped around each 
other's shoulders, he saluted 
those who fought to free Italy 
and Europe from Nazi tyranny 
50 years ago, saying they 
fought “to save the world.” 

He singled out U.S. senators 
Bob Dole, Ernest Hollings, 
Daniel Inouye and Cali borne 
Pell — who all saw combat in 
Italy — and his own late 
father, William Blythe, a tank 
mechanic who wrote to a niece 
from the front that blazing 
guns bad stripped all the leaves 
from the tre es. 

“Fifty years Later, we can see 
the difference their generation 
has made. America is strong, 
freedom is on the march, here 
in Italy the glorious trees, like 
the countiy, have been res- 
tored to life,” Mr. Ointon 
said. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
50th anniverary of tbe libera- 
tion of Rome by U.S. troops, 
he told his audience; “We are 
the sons and daughters of the 
world they saved. Now our 
moment of common cause has 
come. It is up to us to assure a 
world of peace and prosperity 
for yet another generation.” 
Both Mr. Dole and Mr. In- 
ouye were wounded in Italy. 

Mr. Dole is the Senate Re^ 
publican leader. Mr. Hollings, 
Mr. Inouye and Mr. Pell are 
Democrats like Mr. Ointon. 


Mr. Dole’s right shoulder was 
shattered by German machine- 
gun fire, and Mr. Inouye lost 

his right arm to a grenade; 

Mr. Ointon spoke to some 
1,000 veterans and guests on a 
hot, hazy day. Italian jets 
spewing green, white and red 
smoke — the colours of the 
Italian flag — flew low over the 
site after Mr. Ointon spoke. 

Italian President Oscar Luigi 
Seal faro and Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi also attended 
with Mr. Ointon. 

Tt is inevitable that we ask 
ourselves why — why war, why 
destruction and why death?"- 
Mr. Scalfaro said. The answer * 


Clinton, Pope discuss Mideast, 
page 2 


(Continued on page 5) 


Taiwan women 
MPs involved in 
wrestling match 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan women; 
legislators screamed, traded 
slaps and kicks and pulled eacfc 
other’s hair in a fight during 
National Assembly session fcr 
day. Su Cbih-Yang of .the 
Democratic Progressive P^rty 
(DPP) walked up to the n&- : 
tram and slapped Kuo So. 
Chun of the ruling Nation# 
Party whom she accused of, 
insinuating that she had sat., 
immodestly. The slap triggered 
a brawl in tbe assembly forth*'- 
fourth day this week. National* 
ist deputy Lin Chang- Ju rushed , 
to Mr. Kuo’s rescue and 
jumped on Ms. Su. These two. 
women grabbed each other’s 
hair and repeatedly slappeft 
each other in the face while 
Ms. Kuo stood by stunned and'jf 
broke into tears. Two other. 
women deputies joined the fnt- 
cas, trading kicks and wrest- 
ling. Ma Ai-Chen of the. 
Nationalist Party fainted- amid’ 
the fighting and was rushed to 1 
a nearby hospital. Ms. Sn had., 
earlier demanded an apology, 
from two male Nationalist de- 
puties for peeking at her pan- - 
ties when she was staging a 
sit-down protest in front of the 
podium in the assembly cham- . 
ber Tuesday. Ms. Kuo later', 
insinuated that Ms. Su had 
invited the attention of tbe 
men by wearing a short skirt : 
“As a woman, one should be 
cautious about what one wears 
and how one acts,” Ms. Kuo - 
told the assembly before she 
was slapped. The Nationalist 
leadership demanded Ms. Su 
be tarred from attending the 
remainder of the assembly’s 
three-month session, which 
ends in July. A tearful Ms. 
Kuo told a news conference 
she would sue Ms. Su for pub- 
tidy insulting her. The DPP- 
leadership defended Ms. Su. 
saying she was not to blame 
because Ms. Kuo bad a male 
chauvinist attitude. 


Mrs. Clinton 
meets youngsters 
in Piazza Navona 


-ROME (AP) — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton started her 
visit to Rome Thursday hand- . 
ing out boxes of “Bill Clinton’s 
M and MS” candy to 20 
elementary schoolchildren 
from a public school in tbe- 
heart of the historic city. The • 
third, fourth and fifth grade* 
students of the Gianturco 
Elementary School, where E& ‘ 
glish is taught from the first 
grade, gave the American first 
lady a tour of Piazza Navona, a' . 
main tourist spot. The oval- 
shaped piazza has its origins in , 
a site for games dating back to 
the 1st century. It regained 
popularity as a fashionable - 
gathering spot for Romans in 
the Renaissance and is noted 
today for its fountains, includ- 
ing by the Baroque master 
Bernini. As she walked around 
the . . 'Fountain of Neptune at . 
the far end of tbe sqfigre, Mrs. 
CJinton, dressed in a bright 
raspberry suit, chatted with the 
boys and girls, each wearing 
blue shorts and a white -T-shirt .it 

with tho 


with the child’s name written 
across the front in coloured * 
letters. "She’s a lot nicer than 
we imagined — not at all 
strict,” said Lorenza, 10. “Yon 
can tell she likes kids," chimed „ 
in Matteo, 8. Hillary talked 
about her daughter Chelsea, 
14, who she said was in tbe 
middle of exams back home. 
Despite heavy security, the 
atmosphere was very relaxed, 
with only a portion of the 
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square roped off for the visit, i 
allowing tourists and Romans 


f 0 . S et „ a glimpse of the first 
lady. “She might be authorita- 
nan but she’s also very femi- 
nine, said a nursing student 
from the northern city of. 
Vicenza who only gave her 
name as Raffaella. Mrs. Clin- 
ton was accompanied by her 
mother, Dorothy Rodham, 
and Rose- Anne Bartholomew, ' 
^*^- ambassador to 
Italy. The first lady com- : 
plimenied the children on their 
fcngiish and invited them to 
visit her in the White House. 
f. he handed each child a box of 
tne randy complete with the 
presidential seal. 


Dr. Luma Shawa 


Member of the Royal College of Obstetri- 
clans 

and Gynaecologists of Britain 

announces the opening of her 

Obstetrics, gynaecology and fetal medi- 
cine clinic at: 


81 Ibn Khaldoun St 
(Al Khaldi Hospital St.) 
Tel. 6l953n ’ 
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